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Men of Reason and RELIGION. | 


ALT: x 
NI Tra 1 anc; 


the plainet manner I could, both my 
Principles and Practice; and anſwered 


4 


® the moſt Common Objections to each. 
But I have not yet delivered my own Soul. I betieve 
it is ſtill incumbent upon me to anſwer other objec- 
tions, particularly ſuch as have been urged by thoſe 
who are eſteemed Religious or Reaſonable Men. : 
Theſe partly relate to the Docirines I teach, partly to 
my Manner of teaching them, and partly to the Ee? 
which. are ſuppoſed to follow from teaching theſe Doc- 
trines in this Manner. „ 
I. 1. I will briefly mention what thoſe Doctrines 
are, before I conſider the Objections againſt them. 
Now all I teach reſpects either The Nature and Con- 
dition of Juſſi fication, The Nature and Condition of 
Salvation, The Nature of Juſtifying and Saving Faith, 
or the Axzthor of Faith and Salvation. 
2. Firſt, The Nature of Juſtification, It ſometimes 
means“, Our Acquittal at the laſt Day. But this is 
4 BEE A 2 alto · 


Matt. xii. 37 


ſome of the moſt Important, as well as 
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altogether out of the preſent Queſtion: That Juſtificatioa 
whereof our Articles and Homilies ſpeak, meaning Pre- 


| ſent Forgiveneſs, Pardon of Sins, and.conſequently Ac- 


ceptance with God: Who therein * declares his Righte- 


ouſneſs or Mercy, by or for the Remiffion of the Sins that 
are paſt, ſaying, I ill be merciful to thy Unrighteouſneſs, 
and thine Iniquities 1 vill remember as more. 1 


I believe, + the Condition of this, is 


that Moment he is jultified. | 


|| Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot go be. 


fore it: Much lefs can Sinctification, which implies, 
a continual Courte of Good Works, ſpringing from 


gHolineſs of Heart. But it is alloned, that Entire | 
Sanctification goes before our Juſtification at the Laſt 


Pay. 


It is allowed alfo, that $ Repentance and ¶ Fruits 
muect for Repentance, go before Faith. Repentance ab- 
3 So muft go before Faith: Fruits meet for it, if there 

de Opportunity. By Repentance, I mean, Conviction 
of Sin, producing Real Deſires and fincere Reſolutions | 


of Amendment: And by Fruits meet for Repentance, 


* 1 our Brother, + ceaſing from Evil, doing 
s  CGood, || vhng the Ordinances of God, and in cr ; 
| 7 obeying Him according to the Meaſure. of Grace 


which we hare received. But theſe, I cannot ag yet, 


term Good Works; becauſe they do not ſpring from 
Faith and the Love of God. 2 . 
3. By Salvation I mean, not barely, according to 
the vulgar Notion: Deliverance from Hell, or going to 
Heaven: But a Preſent Deliverance from Sin, a Re- 


Horation of the Saul to its Primitive Health, its Ori- 


ginal Purity; A Recovery, of the Divine Nature; The 


Repewal of our Souls after the Image of God, in Righ- 

teouſneſ. and True Holineſs, in Juſtice, Mercy, and 

. * Io N I "Truth. 

* Rom. iii. 26. + Rom. iv. , Wc, || Lale vi. 43. 

+ Heb. xii. 14. 8 Mark i. 15, Matt. in. 8. 

* Mart. vi. 14, 15. + Duke iii. 3, 9, Sc. I Matt. 
Vit. 7. 4 Matt, xxv. 29. 8 


Faith: 1 mean, 
not only, That without Faith, we cannot be juſtiſied; 
but alſo, that as ſoon as any one has True Faith, in 


EST: 
Truth, This implies all Holy and Heavenly Tempers, 
aud by conſequence all Holineſs of Converſation. _ 
Now, if by Salvation we mean, a preſent Salvation 
from Sin; we cannot ſay, Holineſs is the Condition of 
it. For it is the Thing itſelf. Salvation, in this Senſe, _ 
and Holineſs are Synonimons Terms. We muſt there- 
fore ſay, We are ſaved by faith. Faith is the ſole 
Condition of this Salvation. For without Faith we 
cannot be thus ſaved, But whoſoever believeth, is ſav- 
ed already, . 


— 
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Without Faith we cannot be thus ſaved. For we 
cannot rightly ſerve God, unleſs we love Him. And we 
cannot love Him, unleſs we know Him; neither can 
we know God, unleſs by Faith. Therefore Salvation by 
Faith, is only in other words, The Love of God 
by the knowledge of God: Or, The Recovery of the 
— 4 of God, by a true ſpiritual Acquaintance with 
4. Faith, in general, is, a Divine, Supernatural 
_ fa*:ſy»5* of things not ſeen, not diſcoverable by our bo 
dily ſenſes, as being either paſt, ſuture, or ſpiritual. 
Fuftifying Faith implies, not only a divine dM, That 
God was in Chrift, reconciling the World unto Himſelf = 
but a ſure Truſt and Confidence, that Chriſt died for- 
my Sins, that He loved ne, and gave Himſelf for ne. 
And the Moment a penitent Sinner believes this, God 
pardons and abiolves him. ß“! von 
And as ſoon as his Pardon or Juſtification is witneſt to 
him by the Holy Ghoſt, he is ſaved. He loves God 
and all Mankind. He has the Mid that wa: in Chriſ® WW 
and Power to gun as He alſo walked. From that Time * 
(unleſs he make Shipwreck of the Faith) Salvation gra- 
dually increaſes in his Soul. For /o is the Kingdom of 
_ God, hy n 1 the 3 = 
it ſpringeth up, firſt the Blade, then the Ear, a at the 
en . Ee. N 5 — * TS MM 
5. The firſt Sowing of this Seed, I cannot conceive _ 
to be other than Inſtantaneous : Whether I confider 
Experience, or the Word of God, or the very Nature of 
the Thing—However I contend not for a Circumſtance, 
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but the Subſtance ; if you can attain it another Way, 5 


do. Only ſee that you do attain it; for if you fall 
ſhort, you periſh everlaſtingly, | 


This Beginning of that Vaſt, Inward Change, is uſu- 


ally termed 7% New Birth. Baptiſm is the outward 


Sign of this inward Grace, which is ſuppoſed by our 
Cnurch, to be given with and thro' that Sign to all In- 

fante, and to thoſe of Riper Years, if they repent and 
believe the Goſpel. But how extremely idle are the 


Common Diſputes on this Head? I tell a Sinner, ** You 


muſt be born again.” No, ſay you, He was born 
again in Baptiſm. Theretore he cannot be born again 


now. Alas! What Trifling is this? What if he was 


ten a Child of God ? He is now manifeſtly a Child of 
the Devil. For the Works of his Father he doth. 
Therefore do not play upon Words, He muff go thro”. 


an entire Change of Heart, In one not yet baptized, 


| yo yourſelf would call that Change, The New Birth. 


n him, call it what you will; But remember meantime, 


That if either he or you die without it, your Baptiſm; 


will be ſo far from profiting'you, that it will greatly 
increale your Damnation. | 


6, The Author of Faith and Salvation is God a- 
lone, It is He that works in us both to will and to do, 
He is the Sole Giver of every Good: Gift, and the 
Sole Author of every Good Work. There is no mare 
of Power than of Merit in Man; but as all Merit is in 
the Son of God, in what He has done and ſuffered for 
us, ſo all Power is in the Spirit of God. And there- 

Tore every Man, in order tw. betteve unto Salvarlon,, 


muſt receive the 3 Ghoſt. This is eſſentially ne- 
eeſſary to every Chriſt 


the Ordinary Fruits of the Spirit. 


Althe' no Mag on Earth can explain the Particular 
| Manner, wherein the Spirit of God works on the Soul, 
| yet whoſoever has theſe Fruits, cannot but know and 


Lei that God has wrought them in his Heart. 
Sometimes, He acts more particularly on the Un- 


ſpeaks) 


n, not in order to his working 
Miracles, but in order to Faith, Peace, Joy, and Love, 


| derſtanding, opening or inligbtening it, (as the Scripture - 


K 
you) and revealing, unveiling, diſcovering to us 10 
deep Things of God. . Jos Ts 
KR e a he acts on the Wills and AﬀeRtions of 
Men; withdrawing them from Evil, inclining them to 
Good, inſpiring, (breathing, as it were) Good Thoughts 
into them; So it has frequently been expreſt, by an 
eaſy, natural Metaphor, ſtrictly analogous to MN, 
= Av ua Spiritus, and the Words uſed in moſt Modern 
Tongues alſo, to denote the Third Perſon in the Ever- 
bleſſed Trinity. But however it be expreſt, it is certain, 
all true Faith, and the whole Work of Salvation, every 
good Thought, Word and Work is altogether by the 
Operation of 2he Spirit of G. „ 


II. 1. I come now to conſider the Principle Objec-- 
tions, which have lately been made againſt theſe Doc - 


I know. nothing material which has been objected, 


as to the, Nets of Juſtification: But many Perſons 
ſeem to be very confuſed, in their Thoughts concern-- 
ing it, and. ſpeak as if, they. had never heard of any. 
Juſtification,. antecedent. to that of the laſt Day. Le. 
clear up this, there needs only. a. cloſer: Inſpection of 
our Articles and Homilies ; wherein Juſtification is al- 
ways takep, for the Preſent Remiſſion of our Sins. 
But many are the objections which have been warmly... 
urged, againſt the Condition of Juſtification, Faith: 
Alone: Particularly in two Treatiſes, the Former in- 
titled, The Notions of the Methodifts fully diſproued: The 
Second, The Notions of the Methodifts farther diſproved. 
In both of which it is vehemently r med, 1. That this 
is not a Scriptural Doctrine. 2. That it is not the Dac»- 
trine of the Church of England.” +I 
It will not be needful to name the Former of theſe: 
any more; ſeeing there is neither one Text produced 
therein, to prove this Doctrine unſcriptural, nor one 
Sentence from the Articles or Homilies, to prove it 
contrary to the Doctrine of the Church. But ſo much 
of the Latter as relates to the Merits of the Cauſe, 1 
will endeavour to conſider calmly. As to what is Per- 
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 fonal, 1 leave it as it is. God be merciful to me, @ 


3 


2. To prove this Doctrine Unſeriptural, That 


Faith alone is the Condition of Juſtification,” you 

alledge, That Sanclification, according to Seripture, 
s muſt go before it:“ To evince which, you quote the 
ſollowing Texts, which I leave as I find them: * Go, 

Diſciple all Nations—teaching them to obſerve all Things, 
whatſoever I have commanded them. + He that believeth 


and is baptized ſhall be ſaved; || Preach Repentance and 


Remiſſion of Sins. 1 Repent and be baptized every one of 
you, for the Remiſſion of Sins. Y Repent and be converted, 


that your Stns may be blotted but. By one Offering He 


_ hath perfefled for ever them that are ſanflified. You add, 
Repentance toward God, and Faith 
 #*. towardour Lord Feſus Chriſt; and calls + Repentance - 
from dead Works and Faith toward God, firfl Principles.” 
Lou ſubjoin, But ye are araſted, ſays he, but ye are 
4 ſandtified, but ye are juſtified. By waſhed is meant their 
„ HBaptiſm; and by their Baptiſm is meant, firſt their 
«© SanQtification, and then their Juſtification.” This 
is a flat begging the Queſtivn; you take for 2 
t. Peter 
- **© alfo, you fay, affirms, That Baęiiſin doth ſave us, or 
„ juitify us.” Again, you beg the Queſtion : You 
take for granted what I utterly deny, iz. That ſave- 
and 7uffify are here ſynonimous terms. Till this is 
proved, you can draw no Inference at all, for you have 


« St. Paul taught * 


the very point which you ought to prore. 


% no Foundation whereon to build. 


I cencerve theſe and all the Scriptures which can be 
quoted to prove Sanctification antecedent to Juſtification, 
(if they do not relate to our Final Juſtification) prove 
only (what I have never denied) That Repentance, or - 
Conviction of Sin, and Fruits meet for Repentance, 


precede that Faith whereby we are juſtified : But by no 
Means, that the Love of G 
Holineſs, muſt or can precede Faith. 


Ad xx. 21. Þ, Heh, vi. 1. 


od, or any Branch of True 


. wxvili-19; 20. + Mark xvi. 16. l Tale 
XXIV. 47. 1 Ad, ii. 38. F Chit, 19. 4 Heb, x. 14. 


„„ 

„ is objected, Secondly, That Juſtification by Faith | 
alone, is not the Doctrine of the Church of England. 

e You believe, ſays the Writer de 
that no good Work can be previous to Juſtification, 
% nor conſequently a Condition of it. But God be 

„ praiſed, our Church has no where delivered Juch 

6 * Abominadle Doctrine.“ Page 14. | 

»The Clergy contend for inward Holineſs, as pre- 

« vious to the firſt Juſtiſication— This is the Doctrine 

they univerſally inculcate, and which you cannot op- 

% poſe without conti adicting the Doctrine of our 
© Church.” Page 26. 

% All your 1 Perſuaſives to the Love of God, 
« will not blanch over the Deformity of that Doctrine, 
% That Men may be juſtifed—by Faith alone —Unleſs 
« you publickly recant this horrid Den your 2 
4% is vain.“ Page 27. 

If you will vouchſafe to purge out this venomous 


Part of your Principles, in which the aui, Hential, 


& fundamental, irreconcilable Differences, as you ver 
% juſtly term it, mainly conhit, then there will be, 
% found ſo far no Diſagreement between vou and the 
© Clergy of the Church of England.” ibid, _ 

4. In order to be clearly and Folly ſatisfied, what the 
Doctrine of the Church of England is (as it ſtands op- 
poſite to the Doctrine ot the Antinomians, on the one 
Hand, and to that of Fuſtification by Works on the other) 
I will imply ſet down what occurs on this Head, either 
in her Liturgy, Articles or Homilies. 

os Spare Thou them, O God, which confeſs their 
« Faults: Reftore Thou them that are penitent, accord- 
„ing to thy Promiſes declared unto Mankind in Chriit 
« Jeſus, our Lo d. 

He pardoneth and abſolverh all them that crab re- 


1 peut and wnfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel. 


+ Almighty God, who doſt for give the 81 ins of them 
<« that are penitent, create and make in us new and con- 
* trite Hearts; that we avorthily lamenting our Sins and 
« acknoxvledging our Wretchedneſs, may obtain of Thee 
perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, thro' Jeſus 

« Chriſt our Lord.” Collect for 4/f-Wedneſdaye + 
| 0 $i! + Almighty 


"©: 10 
44 Almighty God-hath promiſed Forgiveneſs of 


„ Sins to all them that with hearty Repentance and true 


* Faith turn unto Him.“ Communion O 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath left Power to ab- E ; 
<< ſolve all Sinners who truly repent and believe | in Him.” 


Vifaation of the Sick. 


Give him unfeigned Repentance and ſtedfaſt Faith, 


4 that his Sins may be blotted out.“ 7b:d. 


He is amerciful Receiver of all true, penitent Sin- 
40 ners, and is ready to pardon | us, if we come unto 
ntance.”” Commination Office, 
Infants indeed our Church ſuppoſes to be juſtified in 
Baptiſm, altho? they cannot then either believe or re- 
©. ol But ſhe expreſſiy requires both Repentance and 
Faitb, in thoſe who come to be Baptized when they are 


„ Him with faithful R. 


of Riper Years. 
As earneſtly therefore as gur Church inculcates, Juſ- 
tification by Faith alone, ſhe nevertheleſs ſuppoſes Re- 


| 2 to be previous to Faith, and Fruits mect for Re- 
Vea, and Univerſal Holineſs to be previous 
to Final Joltification, as evidently appears from the fol- 


lowing Words: 


90 us beſeech Him — that the Reſt of our Life 
„ may be pure and holy, fo that at the laſt we may 


% come to his Eternal Joy.” Abſolution. 


May we ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to that Holy 


4% and Heavenly Wiſdom here, which may in the End 
bring us to Life everlaſting,” -. iftation of the Sick. 


„ Raiſe us from the Death of Sin unto the Life of 


. Righteouſneſs, —that at the laſt Day we may be found 
* acceptable in thy Sight.” Burial Office. 


* Hand.” Commination Office. 


g. We come next to the Articles of our Church ; . 


The former Part of the Niath runs thus: 
Of Origizal or Birth-Sin. . 


6 Origi inal Sin—is the fault and Corruption of the 
o Netw: of ev ee Man is very far gone 


from Original * and is of his own Na- 


« If we from henceforth walk in his Ways, —ſceking s 
* always his Glory, Chri;t will ſet us on | bis Right 


* zure 


e | 


te ture inclined to Evil, ſo that the Fleſh luſteth always | 1 


_ 4 contrary to the Spirit: And therefore in every Per- 
_ «« ſon barn into this world, - it deſerveth God's Wrath | 
os and Damnation.” 


ART. x. Of Pre- H 


The Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam is 

e ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his 
„ on natural Strength and good Works to Faith and 
1 calling upon God. Wherefore we have no Power 
„to do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
« without the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 

that we may have a good Wil, aud working wih us 


„when we have that good W in. 


A * * Of the Fellification of Man. - 


* We are accounted Righteous before God, only for”. 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriit by - 
Faith, and not for our own Works or Delervings. 
© Wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith only, is a 
„ moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of Comtort, - 
«© as more largely i is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſt-" ; 
4 fication.” 
Ü believe this Article relates to the | HOIST Caufe 
of Juſtification, rather than to the Condition of it. Oa + 
this therefore 1 do not n any thing: A it, „ 


ART. XII. Q i. 


e Albeit that Good Works which are the Fruits: af + 
80 « Faith and follow after Juſtification, cannot put awav 
our Sins—yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to. 
God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a 
© true and lively Faith: Inſomuch that by them a live- . 
« ly Faith may be as evidently known, as a Tone may. 
„ be known by the Fruit.“ 
We are taught here, 1. That Good Wark in „ 
1 2 — 2. That they ring out fa 


true and lively Fazth, that Faith whereby we are 
WY % OY ned : 


" 
juſtified: 3. That true, juſtifying Faith may be as evi- 


Work to go before Juſtification, is ful 


the Tree! 5 5 
| But let us hear the Church, ſpeaking yet more 


AR r. xIII. Of Works done before Juſtification. 


„ Works done before the Grace of Chriſt and the + 
e Inſpiration of his Spirit, (i. e. before Juſtification, as 


* the Title expreſſes it) are not pleaſant to God, for- 


aſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſu Chriſt— 


Lea rather, for that they are not done as God hath 


„ willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt 


not they have the Nature of Sin.” 


Now, if all Works done before Juſtification, have 2 
Fer the Nature of Sin, (both becauſe they ſpring, not of 
Faith in Chriſt, and becauſe they are not done as God 


hath willed and commanded them to be done) What 


utterly excluded: Seeing whatever is previous to Juſtifi- 
cation, is not Good or Holy, but Evil and Sinful. 

Altho' therefore our Church does frequently aſſert, 
That we ought to repent and bring forth Fruits meet for 


whereby alone we are juſtified : Yet ſhe never aſſerts 
(and here the Hinge of the Queſtion turns) That theſe 


cation. Nay the expreflly aſſerts the direct contrary, 
this Horrid, Scandalous, Wicked, Abominable, Ve- 


Doctrine of the Church of Zngland, 154 
6. It remains, to conſider what occurs in the Ho- 
milies, firſt with regard to the Meritorious Cauſe of our 
_ Juſtification, agreeable to the 11th, and then with 


3 3th Articles, 


dently known by them, as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit. 
Does it not follow, That the ſuppoſing any Good | 
1 abſurd as the 
; ſuppoſing au Apple or any other Fruit to grow before 


becomes of Sanctification previous to Juſtification ? It is 


Repentance, if ever we would attain to that Faith, 


are Good Work:, ſo long as they are previous to Juſtifi- 


biz. That they have all the Nature of Sin. So that 


nomous, Blaſphemous Doctrine,“ is nevertheleſs the 


regard tothe Condition of it, agreeable to the 12th and 


« Theſe 


. "NW 2 
_ «4 Theſe Things muſt go together in our Juſtification ; 
vpon Gov's Part, his great Mercy and Grace; upon 
CunrisT's Part, the Satis ſaction of Gop's Juſtice ; and 
upon our Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits of 
Ixsus CnnisT.” Homily on Salvation, Part I. 
80 that the Grace of Gop doth not ſhut out the 
5 E (or Righteouſneſs) of God in our Juſti fication; 
but only ſhutteth out the Righteouſneſs of Man——as 
to deſerving our Juſtification ” | 3 
| « And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the 
behalf of Man, concerning his Juſtification, but only a 
True Faith.” 3 Ss SY 
And yet that Faith doth not ſhut out Repentance, 
Hope, Love, to be join'd with Faith (that is, after- 
_ avards ; ſee below) in every Man that is juſtified—— 
Neither doth Faith fhut out the Righteouſneſs of our 
Good Works, neceftarily to be done afterwards. But 
it excludeth them ſo, that we may not do them to this 
Intent, to be made juſt (or, to be juſtified) by doing 
A J ĩ 
That we are juſtified by Faith alone, is ſpoken, to 
take away clearly all Merit of our Works, and wholly to 
aſcribe the Merit and Deſerwing of our Juſtification unto 
Cnx1sT only.” 7bid. Part II. . 5 
The true Meaning of this Saying, We beyuftified 
by Faith only, is this, We be juſtified by rhe Merits 
of Cnxr1sr only, and not of our own Works.“ Bid. 
Part III. | 5 | * 
7. Thus far touching the Meritorious Cauſe of our Juſ- 
ttfi cation: referr'd to in the 11th article. The 12th 
and 13th are a ſummary of what now follows, with re- 
gard to the Condition of to ER 
- « Of (Juſtifying) True Faith, three things are ſpe- 
cially to be noted, 1. That it bringeth forth good works. 
2. That without it can no Good Work be done. 3. 
What Good Works it deth bring forth.” Sermon ow 
—_——_ VV 
« Without Faith can no Good Work be done, 
accepted and pleafant unto Gop. For as 4 Branch 
cannot bear fruit of itſelf, ſaith our Saviour ChRIST, ex- 
cept it abide in the wine, ſo cannot you, except you abide in 
Me. Faith giveth Life to the ſoul; and they be as 
3 LD 5 | much 


1 7 


much dead to God that lack Faith, as they be to the 
World, whoſe Bodies lack Souls. Without Faith all 
that is done of us, is but dead before God. Even as a 
Picture is but a dead Repreſentation of the Thing itſelf, 
ſo be the Works of all unfaithful (unbelieving) Perſons 
before God. They be but Shadows of lively and good 
Things, and not good Things indeed. For true Faith 
doth give Life to the Works, and without Faith no 
Work is Good before God.“ ꝛbid. Part II. 
e mult ſet no Good Works before Faith, nor 
think that betore Faith a man may do any Good Works, 
For ſuch Works are as the Courſe of an Horſe that run- 
neth out of the Way, which taketh great Labour, but 
to no Purpoſe,” ibid. 
Without Faith we have no Virtues, but only the 
Shadows ot them. All the Lite of them that lack the 
true Faith is Sin.” iid. 

As Mea tirit have Life, and after be nourithes, ſo 
muſt our Faith go before, and after be nouriſhed with 
_ Good Works. And Life may be without Nouriſtmert, 

but Nouriſhment cannot be without Lite.” Homil 5 of | 
Mors annexed to Faith. Part J. | | 

LI can ſhew a Man, that by Faith without Works | 
_ hved and came to Heaven, But without Faith never 

Man had Lite. The Thief on the Croſs only believed 

and the moſt merciful God juſtified him. Truth it is, 

15 he had lived and not regarded Faith and the Works 

thereof, he ſhould have loſt his Salvation again. But 

this 1 fay, Faith by itſelf ſaved him. But Works by 
themſelves never juſtified any Man.“ 
| « Good Works go not before, in him which ſhall 
| afterwards be juſtified. But Good Works do follow at- 
ter, when a Man 4 4s firſt juſtified,” Homily on Faſting, 

„ 

8. From the hate Tenor then 4 her Liturgy, Ar- 
ticles and Homilies, the Doctrine of the Church of 

England appears to be this: 

i 1. That no Good Work properly ſo called, can g bes 
8 ore Juſtification, 


0 
C1 
L. 
f 
2 
\ 
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2. That zo Degree of True Sandhfication can be pre- WE; 
vious to it. | 
Ys That 


2 0 F- 
3; 3. That as the Meritorions Cauſe of Jaſtification is, 
The Life and Death of Chriſt; ſo the Condition of it, 
is Faith. Faith Alone; and | . 
4. That both Inward and Outward Holineſs, are 
_ conſequent on this Faith, and are the Ordinary, Stated 
Condition of Final Juſtification. | 5 


9. And what more can You defire, who have hitherto 
_ oppoſed eng by Faith alone, merely upon a prin- 
ciple of Conſcience ; becauſe you was zealous for Holi- 
neſs and Good Works? Do I not effectually ſecure theſe .. 
from Contempt, at the ſame Time that I defend the 
Doctrines of the Church? I not only allow, but vehe- 
mently contend, That none ſhall ever enter into Glory, 
who is not Holy on Earth, as well in Heart, as in all 
Manner of Conver ſation. I cry aloud, Let all that have 
believed, be careful to maintain Good Works : And, Let 


every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt, depart from 


all Iniguity. I exhort even thoſe who are conſcious they 
do not believe, Ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do <vrll: The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand; therefore repent, and 
bring forth Fruits meet for Repentauce. Are not theſe. 
Directions the very ſame in Subſtance, which you your- 
ſelf would give to Perſons ſo circumſtanced ? What 
means then this endleſs Svriſe of Words? Or, what doth 
Tour Arguing reprove? ?? | | 
10. Many oi thoſe who are perhaps as zealous of 
Good Works, as you, think I have allow'd you too 
much. —Nay, my Brethren, but how can we help allow- 
ing it, if we allow the Scriptures to be from God? For 
is it not written, and do not you yourſelves believe, With- 
out Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord? And how then, 
without fighting about Words, can we deny, That 
Holineſs is a Condition of Final Acceptance? And, as 
to the firſt Acceptance or Pardon, does not all Expe- 
rience as well as Scripture prove, That no Man ever 
yer truly believed the Goſpel, who did not firſt repent ? _ 
That none was ever yet truly convinced of Righteouſneſs, 
who was not firſt convinced of Sin? Repentance therefore 
in this Senſe, we cannot deny to be neceſſarily pre- 
vious to Faith. Is it not equally undeniable, That the 
running back into known, wilful Sin, (ſuppoſe nl were 


(6) 


Conviction? And can that Repentance come to any 


= Iſſue in his Soul, who reſolves not to forgive his 


rother ? Or who obſtinately refrains from what Gop 


convinces him is right, whether it be Prayer or hear- 
ing his Word? Would you ſcruple yourſelf to tell one of 
theſe, Why, if you vl] thus drink away all Con- 
& viction, How ſhould you ever truly know Your 
«+ Wantof Cur isrT? Or conſequently, believe in Him? 
f you «vill not forgive your Brother bis Treſ- 
«© paſſes neither will your Heavenly Father forgive You 
$6 your Treſpaſſes—If You sui not aſk, how can you 
expect to receire ?—It You ww: not hear, how can 
Faith come by bearing? It is plain, You grieve the 
Spirit of GOD; You «vill not have Him to reign 
over You. Take Care that he does not utterly depart 
from You. For unto him that hath, ſhall be given: 
«© But from him that hath not, i. e. uſes it not, hall be 


„taten away even that which he hath.” Would you 


ſcruple, on a proper Occaſion to ſay this? You could 
not ſcruple it, if you believe the Bible. But in ſaying . 


this, You allow all which I have ſaid, viz. That pre- 
vious to juſtifying Faith, there vu be Repentance, and 
if Opportunity permit, Fruits mcet for Repentance. 


11. And yet I allow you this, That altho” both Re- 
pentance and the Fruits thereof are in Some Senſe ne- 
ceſſary before Juſtification, yet neither the one nor the 


other is neceſſary in the /ame Senſe or in the ſame De- 


gree with Faith. Not in the /ame Degree, For in 


whatever Moment a Man believes (in a Chriſtian Senſe 


of the Word) he is juſtified, his Sins are blotted out, 
bis Faith is counted to him for Righteouſneſs. But it is not 
ſo, at whatever Moment he repents, or brings forth any 


or all the Fruits of Repentance. Faith Alone there- 


fore juſtifies ; which Repentance alone does not; much 
liefs any outward Work. And conſequently, none of 


theſe are neceſſary to Juſtification, in the ſame Degree 
with Faith, 


Nor in the /ame Serſe. For none of theſe has ſo 
Direct, Immediate a Relation to Juſtification as Faith. 


This is Proximately neceſſary thereto ; Repentance, 


| Remotely, as it is neceſſary to the Increaſe or Conti- 
. 3 e Fl ee nuance ' 


Drunkenneſs or Uneleanneſs) ſtiſles that Repentanee or 


(n ) 


_ nuance of Faith. And even in this Senſe, theſe are 


only neceſſary, on Suppoſition if there be Time 


and Opportunity for them: For in many Inſtances 


there is not: But Gop cuts ſhort his Work, and Faith 


prevents the Fruits of Repentance. So that the Gene- 


ral Propoſition is not overthrown, but clearly efta- 


| bliſhed by theſe Conceſſions; and we conclude ſtill, 


both on the Authority of Scripture and the Church, 


That Faith Alone 1 is the Prozimate Condition of Juſti- 


ficati ion . 


III. * Twas once dined betete * none would 
openly object, againſt what I had any where ſaid of the 


| Nature of Salvation. How greatly then was I ſurpriz'd 


ſome Months ago, when Iwas ſhewn a Kind of Circular 
Letter, which one of thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made Owerſeers of his Church, I was * had fe ſent 2 


"8 all the Creegy” of his Diocele* 
Fort of it ran (nearly, if not een thus : :; 


- 66 There i 1s Great Indiferetion i in preaching up A Sort 5 
„of Religion, as the True and Only Chriſtianity, 


„ which in their own Account of i it, conſiſts in an En- 


& thufiaſtic Ardor, to be underſtood or attained by very 
few, and not to be practiſed without * in upon 


1 the Common Duties of Life.“ | 


* my Lord, what Manner of Words are theſe ! "FR 
N Candor. and Love out of the Queſtion, are they 


of Truth? I dare ſtake my Lite upon it, there i 


1 not One True Clauſe 1 in all this Paragraph. 


| The Propoſitions contained therein, ars theſe : 


I. That the Religion I preach conſiſts i in an enthu- 


a2 Ardor : 


2. That it can be attained by very few: _ 
3. That it can be underſtood by very few: 


4+ That it cannot be practiſed without breaking in 


upon the Common Dutics 21 Life. 
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g. And that all this may be proved by my own Ac- Lit 
> « V , 2 auf 
I earneſtly intreat your Grace, to review my own: FE : 
Account of it, as it ſtands in any. of my former Writ- Me 
ings: Or to conſider the ſhort Account which is given 2 
in This. And if you can thenee make good any one of bs 
thoſe Propoſitions, I do hereby promiſe before Gop and Tr 
the World, That I will never preach more. 1 
At preſent I do not well underſtand what your Grace 1 
means by ** An Enthuſiaſtic Ardor.“ Surely you. do * 
not mean, The Love of Gop! No, not though a poor, 1 
pardon'd Sinner ſhould carry it /o far, as to love the H 
Loxn his Gon, with all his Heart, and with all his N 
Soul, and with all his Suength! But This alone is Di 
the A. dor which I preach up, as the Foundation of the. T 
True and Only Chriſtianity, I pray God fo to fill your A 
whole Heart therewith, that you may praiſe Him for pr 
JJ C P 
But why ſhould your Grace believe, That the Love of © 
_ God, can be atfained by wery Few ? Or, that it can be C 
_ wnder flood by ery Few? All who attain it, underſtandit WW fe 
well. And did not He who is loving to every Man (i 
deſign, that every Man ſfould attain true Love? © that 8 
all would know in this their Day, the Things that make 5 
for their Peace! —_ 1 
And cannot the Love both of God and our Neighbour 


be practiſed, without breaking in upon the Common Duties. b 
of Life ? Nay, can any of the Common Duties of ws 
Life, berightly practiſed without them? I apprehend, lu 
not. I apprehend I am then laying the True, the Only g 
Foundation for all thoſe Duties, when I preach Thou hal. 
love the Lord thy GOD with all thy Heart, and thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf, ; ws. 
2. With this Letter was ſent (I believe to every 
Clergyman in the Dioceſe) the Pamphlet intitled, O3/er- 
. vations on the Conduct and Behaviour of a certain Set, 
w/ually diflinguiſhed by the Name of Methodifls. It has 
been generally ert to be wrote by a Perſon, Who 
is every Way my Superior. Perhaps one Reaſon why 
he did not inſcribe. his Name was, that his Greatneſs 
might not make me afraid: And that I might have 
| | | ES 1 Liberty. 


E- 19. ) 
Liberty to ſtand, as it were, on Even Ground, while Þ 
anſwer for myſelf. 5 5 . 
In confidering, therefore, ſuch Parts of theſe Ob/er- 
ations, as naturally fall in my Way, I will take that 
Method which, I believe, that Author defires, ufing 
no Ceremony at all ; but 3 as to an Equal, 
that it may the more eaſily be diſcerned, where the 
E/) ol anodially VVV 
The firſt Query relating to Doctrine, is this: 
Whether Notions in Religion may not be heighten- 
ed to ſuch Eatremes, as to lead Some into a Diſregard of 
Religion itſelf, thro? Deſpair of attaining ſuch exalted _ 
Heights? And whether Ozhcrs who have 1mbibed thoſe 
Notions, may not be led by them, into a Diſregard and 
Diſeſteem of the Common Duties and Offices of Life? 
To-ſuch a Degree, at leaſt, as is inconſiſtent with that 
Attention to them, and that Diligence in them, which 
Providence has made neceſſary to the Well-being of 


Private Families and Public Societies, and which Chri-. 


tianity does not only require in all Stations, and in all 
Conditions, but declares at the ſame time, that the Per- 
formance even of thetoweſt Offices in Life, as anto GOD, 
(whoſe Providence has placed People in their ſeveral 
Stations (is truly a Serwing of Chriſt, and will not fail. 
of its Reward in the next World? | 
Fou have interwoven ſo many Particulars in this Ge- 
neral Queſtion, that I muſt divide and anſwer them one 
Ss 8 | 55 
2. 1. Whether Notions in Religion may not be 
herghren'd to ſuch Extremes as to lead Some into a Diſre- 
gard of Religion itfelf? ? 5 
A. They may. But that I have / heightened them, 
it lies upon you to prove. 5 . 
2. 2. Whether Others may not be led into a Diſ- 
regard of Religion, through Deſpair of attaining ſuch 
, a rp i deco Bel 
A. What Heights? The Loving God with all our 
Heart? I believe, this is the moſt exalted Height in 
Man or Angel. But I have not heard, that any have 
been led into a Diſtegard of Religion, through Deſpair 
of attaining this. 


2 3. 


—— — — —— I nes 


cloſeſt Attention. ad ng * PIES | 
2. 5. Does not Chriſtianity. require this Attention 
and Þ; 51 


—— = 


(2b ) . 
9. 3. Whether Others who have imbibed theſc 
Notions, may not be led by them, into a Diſregard 


and Diſeſteem, of the Common Duties and Offices of 


Life? | 


A. My Notions are, True Religion is the loving 
Sod with all our Heart, and our Neighbour as our- 

ſelves; and in that Love abſtaining from all Evil, and 
doing all poſſible Good to all Men.” Now, it is not 


poſſible in the Nature of Things, That any ſhould be 40 


by theſe Notions, into either a Diſregard or Diſeſteem oi 


the Common Duties and Offices of Lite. 


24. But may they not be 1d by them into ſuch a 


Degree at leaſt, of Diſregard for the Common Dutics 


of Life, as is inconfiltent with that Attention to them, 
and Diligence in them, which Providence: has made 
EB A KF ren 5 5 5 | 
A. No. Quite the reverſe. They lead Men to diſ- 
charge all thoſe Duties with the ſtricteſt Diligence and 


iligence in all Stations and in all Conditions? 


: offs; $A 5 555 

A2. 6. Does it not declare, that the Performance even 
of the loweſt Offices of Life, as unto: God, is truly a 

ſerving of Chriſt ? And will not fail of its reward in the 
next world? __ TS 1 5 


A. It does. But whom are you confuting ? Not me. 


For this is the Doctrine I preach continually. 


3. Query the Second, whether the Enemy of 


Chriſtianity may not find his account, in carrying 


Chriſtianity, which was deſign'd for a Rule to All Sta- 


tions, and All Conditions, to ſuch Heights as make it 
fairly practicable by a very few, in compariſon, or ra- 
S 0 
I anſwer, 1. The Height to which we carry Chriſti- 
anity (as was but now obſerved) is this, Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, and thy © 
| Neighbour as thyſelf. 2. The Enemy of Chriſtianity - 


cannot find his Account, in our carrying it to ths 


Height. z. You will not fay on Reflection, That 


Chriſtianity, even in this Height, is ep, by very 
Fey, or rather by nene: You yourſelt will confeſs, This 
75 


7 "I 
ix a Rule (as God defigned it ſhou 
and all Conditions. — . = 
Query the Third. Whether, in particular, the 
carrying the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, alone to 
ſuch a Height, as not to allow that a carefu ® 
cere Obſervance of Moral Duties is ſo much as a Co- 
dition of our Acceptance with God, and of our being 
juſtified in his Sight: Whether this, I ſay, does not 
naturally lead People to a Diſregard of thoſe Duties, and 
a low Eſteem of them ; or rather to think them no Part 
of the Chriſtian Religion?“ „%% rot bak 
I truſt Juſtification by Faith alone, has been ſo ex- 
_ plained above, as to ſecure, not only a High Eſteem, 
but alſo a careful and fincere Obſervance of all Moral 


Duties. 


4. Query the Fourth. Whether a due and regular 
Attendance on the Public Offices of Religion, paid by 
Good Men in a ſerious and compoſed way, does not bet- 
ter anſwer the true Ends of Devotion, and is not a better 
Evidence of the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit, than 
thoſe ſudden Agonies, Roarings and Screamings, Trem- 
blings, Droppings down, Roarings and Madneſſes, into 

which their Hearers have been caſt??? 

I muit anſwer this Query likewiſe, Part by Part. 

2. 1. Whether a due and regular Attendance on the 
Public Offices of Religion, paid in a ſerious and compo- 
ſed Way, by Good [i. e. Well-meaning] Men, does not 
anſwer the True Ends of Dzvotion? EG 

A. I ſuppoſe by Devotion you mean Public Wor- 
ſhip; by the true Ends of it, The Love of God 

and Man: And by a due and regular Attendance on 
the Publick Offices of Religion, paid in a ſerious and 
compoſed Way, the going as often as we have Oppor- 
tunity to our Pariſh Church, and to the Sacrament 
there adminiſtered. If ſo, the Queſtion is, Whether 


this Attendance on thoſe Offices, does not produce the Ed 


Love of God and Man ;“ I anſwer, ſometimes it 
does; and ſometimes it does not. I myſelf thus at- 
tended them for many Years: and yet am conſcious 
to myſe If, that during that whole Time, I had no 
mote of the Love of God than a Stone. And I know 


( 22 3 
many Hundreds, perhaps Thouſands of ſerious Perſons, 
who are ready to teſtify the ſame Thing, BE: 
2. 2, But is not this a better Evidence of the Co- 

operation of the Holy Spirit, than thoſe /wddez Ago- 
. ies ? 4 „ Ss 7 
A. All theſe Perſons, as well as I, can teſtify alſo, 
and this is no Evidence at all of the Co-operation ot 
the Holy Spirit. For ſome Years I attended theſe 
Public Offices, becauſe I would not be puniſhed for Non- 
Attendance. And many of theſe attended them, be- 
_cauſe their Parents did before them, or becauſe they would 
not loſe their Character. Many more, becauſe they 
_ confounded the Nicans with the End, and fancied this 
Opus Operatum would bring them to Heaven. How 
many Thouſands are now under this ſtrong Delu- 
hon? Beware, you bring not their blood on your 
gun Head?! © IE. TT 8 
2. 3. However, does not this Attendance better an- 
ſwer thoſe Ends, than thoſe Roarings, Screamings. &c? 
I! ſuppoſe you mean, Better thin an Attendance 
on that Preaching, which has often been accompanied 
OS ke Ie _ $77 18 
1 anſwer. 1. There is no Manner of Need to ſet 
the one in Oppoſition to the other: Seeing we cont:- 
nually exhort all who attend on our Preaching, to 
attend the Offices of the Church. And they do pay 
a more regular Artendance there, than ever they did 
before. 2. Their attending the Church did not, in 
Fact, anſwer thoſe Ends at all, *till they attended this 
Preaching alſo. 3. It is the Preaching Remiiſion of 
Sins thro' Jeſus Chriſt, which alone anſwers the true 
Ends of Devotion. And this will always be accom- 
panied with the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit, tho? 
not always with Sudden Ayonies, Roarings, Scream- 
ings, Tremblings, or Droppings down. Indeed, if 
God is pleaſed at any Time to permit any of theſe, 


I cannot hinder it. Neither can this hinder the Work 


of his Spirit in the Soul: Which may be carried on 

either with or witkout them. Bur, 4. I cannot ap- 

prehend it to be any Reaſonable Proof, That © this 

is not the work of God,” that a convinced Sinner 
85 | ' ſhould 


NS 

) mould all into an Extreme Agony, both of Body and Soul, 
| (Journal 3. p. 26.) That another ſhould roar for the 
—  Diſquietneſs of ber Heart (p. 40.) that others ſhould 

. ſcream or cry «with a loud and bitter Cry, ** What muſt 
i avedoto beſaved?” (p. go.) that others ſhould exceed- 
Y ingly tremble and quake, G. 58.) And others in a deep 
5 Senſe of the Majeſty of God, /hould fall profirate on the 
Ground. (p- 59.) „„ | | „ 
Indeed by picking out one ſingle Word from a Sen- 1 
tence, and then putting together what you had gleaned 
in Sixty or Seventy Pages, you have drawn a terrible 
Groupe, for them who look no farther than thoſe two 
Lines in the Obſervations. But the bare Addition of 
half a Line to each Word, juſt as it ſtands in the Place 
from which you quoted it, reconciles all both to Scrip- 

ture and Reaſon, and the Spectre-form vaniſhes away. 
” You have taken into your Account, Raving and 
Madneſſes too. As inſtances of the former, you refer to 
the Caſe of John Haydon, p. 44. and of Thomas Max- 
Feld, p. Fo. I wiſh you would calmly confider, his 
Reaſoning on that Head, who is not prejudiced in my 
Favour. What Influence ſudden and ſharp Awaken- 
ings may have upon the Body, I pretend not to explain. 
Bur I make no Queſtion Satan, ſo far as he gets Power, 
may exert himſelt on ſuch Occaſions, partly to hinder 
the Good Work in the Perſons who are thus touched 
with the ſharp Arrows of Conviction, and partly to diſ- 
parage the Work of God, as if it tended to lead Peo- 
ple to Diſtraftion,” ” „ 
Por inſtances of Madneſs you may refer to p. 88, go, 
91, 92, 93- The Words in p. 88. are theſe : | 
i could not but be under ſome concern, with regard 
to one or two Perſons, who were tormented in an un- 

accountable manner, and e ,, indeed to be lunatic as 
well as ſore- weacd Soon after I was ſent for to one of 
theſe, who was ſo ſtrangely torn of the Dewil, that 1 
- almolt wondered her Relations did not ſay, much 
Religion H made thee Mad. We prayed God to 
bruiſe Catan under her Feet. Immediately ave had the 
Petition wwe aſked of Him. She cried out vehemently, 
« He is gone, he is gone,” and was filled with the 

: 8 Spirit 


„ 


Spirit of Love, and of a ſound Mind. I have ſeen het 
many Times fince, ſtrong in the Lord. When I aſk'd 
abruptly. What do you defire now ?” She anſwer'd, 

„ Heaven.“ I aſk' d, What is in your Heart?” She 
replied, God,” I aſk d. But how is your heart 
when any thing provokes you?“ She ſaid, © By the 
Grace of God, I am not provoked at any Thing. All 
the Things of this world paſs by me as Shadows.” 
Are theſe the Words of one that is beſide herſelf ? Let 
any Man of Reaſon judge IF i 


our next Inſtance, p. go, ſtands thus: 


% About Noon I came to L, where 1 preached to 
a ſmall Company of poor People, on, The Son of Man 
1s come, to ſave. that which is leſl, One grey-headed 
Man wept and trembled exceedingly : And another 
who was there (I hare fince heard) as well as two or 
three who were at the Devauden, are gone quite 5 > 95 
ed; that is, (my Expreſs Words are that immediately 
follow, ſpecifying what it was which /ome accounted Di/- 
traction) They mourn and refuſe to he comforted, 
e till they have „ en through his Blood... 
e mentioned, p. 92, 93, to be 
another Inftance of Madneſs, I contend not. It was 
decauſe I did not underſtand that uncommon Caſe, 
that I prefaced it with this Reflection, „ The Fact I 


If You think the Ca 


„ nakedly relate, and leave every Man to his own 


Judgment upon it.” Only be pleaſed to obſerve, 
That this Madneſs, it ſuch it was, is no more chargeable 
upon me than upon 307%s For the Subject of it had no 
Relation to, or Commerce with me, nor had I ever 


feen her before that Hour. 


g. Query the Fifth. Whether thoſe exalted Strains 
in Religion, and an Imagination of being already in a 
State of 
Pride, and to a Contempt of their Fellow Chriſlians; 
while they conſider them as only going on in what they 
call the /ow and imperfet way, (i. e. as growing in 
Grace and Goodneſs only by Degrees) Even tho? it ap- 
pear by the Lives of thoſe who are conſidered by them 
as in that lot and imperfect Way, that they are Perſons 
who are gradually working out their Salvation, by their 


Perfection, are not apt to lead Men to Spiritual 


__ own 


3 


* 
1 


T0 3 
"own honeſt Endeavours, and through the ordinary At. 
ſiſtances of God's Grace; with an humble Reliance 
upon the Merits of Chriſt for the Pardon of their Sins, 
and the Acceptance of their Sincere, tho . Ser⸗ 
vices ?” 

TI muft divide this Query too. But firſt permit me to 
| aſk, What do you mean by th9/e exalted Strains in Reli- 
gion f I have Lid again and again, I know no more 
exalted Strain, ep „will love Thee, O Lozy, my 
_ God: Eſpecially, according tothe Propriety of David's 

Expreſſion 717! JRIOWR Ex intimis viſceribus diligam 
te Domine, This premiſed, let us go on Step by Step. 
2. 1. Whether the preaching of “ loving Go 
from our inmoſt bowels,” is not apt to lead men to 
Spiritual Pride, and to a Pe of their Fellow- 
Chriſtians ? 
A. No: But ſo fin: as it takes Mace, i it will humble | 
them to the Duſt, 85 
2. 2, Whether an Imagination of being already in 
2 State of Perfection, is not apt to lead Men into chis 
Spiritual Pride? 
IL. 1. If it bea Fai Imagination, it 15 "Spiritual 
Pride. 2. But True Chriſtian Perfection is no other 
: than Humble Love. 

3. Do not Men who imagine they have attained 
this; deſpiſe others, as only 8 on in what they ac- 
count the low and imperfect Way, i. e. as growing in 
Grace and Goodneſs by Dee 4 

A. 1. Men who only imagine they have attained this, 
may probably deſpiſe: thote that are going on in Any 
Way. 2. But the growing in Grace and Goodneſs by 
Degrees, is no mark of a loro and imperſect Way, Thoſe 
who are Fathers in Cnatsr, grow in Grace by Degrecsy 
as well as the New-born Babes. 

2. 4. Do they not deſpiſe thoſe who are working out 
their Salvation, with an humble Reliance upon the 


Merits of CRRIST tor the Pardon of their Sins, and 


the Acceptance of their ſincere, tho” zmperfef Services? 
A. 1. They who really love God, deſpiſe no Man. 
But 2. They grieve to hear many talk of thus re/ lying 

on Car1sT, who, tho' perhaps they are Grave, Honeſt, 
Moral Men, yet by their own W ords appear, not to 
lore 
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love Gop at all; whoſe Souls cleave to the Duſt, who 


11 ; 
= - we _ World; who have no Part of the Mind that 
1 - wasgn neee 5 1 8 
. Lee che Sixth. „ Whether the ſame exalted. pe 
1 Strains and Notions do not tend to weaken the Natural un 
aud Civil Relations among Men, by leading the Infe - 0 
lf riors into whoſe Heads thoſe Notions are infuſed, toa i To 
18 Diſeſteem of their Superiors ; while they confider them Ru 
as in a much lower Diſpenſation than themſelves ; tho * 
| _ thoſe Superiors are otherwiſe ſober and good Men, and my 
1 | , = 254%; © me: 
| regular Attendants on the Ordinances of Religion ?? h 
if I have mentioned before, What thoſe exalted No- pi 
"8 tions are: Theſe do not tend to weaken either the Na- . 
1 tural or Civil Relations among Men; Or to lead Inſe- af 
riors to a Diſeſteem of their Superiors, even where thoſe 5 
f | Superiors are neither Good nor Sober Men. b 5 
= Dxery the Seventh. Whether a Gradual Improve. * 
1 ment in Grace and Goodneſs is not a better Foundation G 
of Comfort, and of an Aſſurance of a Goſpel New- g 
Birth, than that which is founded on the Doctrine of a WY 
i Sudden and Inflantaneouws Change; which, if there be 15 
= any ſuch Thing, is not eafily diſtinguiſhed from Fancy nas 
and Imagination; the Workings whereof we may well = 
| ſuppoſe to be more flrozg and powerful, while the Per- | 


| fon conſiders himſelf in the State of one who is admit- 
T2 ted as a Candidate for ſuch a Change, and is taught in 
| due Time to expe ii? 

13 Let us go one Step at a Time. 5 8 

1 2. 1. Whether a Gradza! Improvement in Grace aud 
Goodneſs, is not a Good Foundation of Comfort? 

I A. Doubtleſs it is, it by Grace and Goodneſs be 

. meant, The Knowledge and Love of Gop through 


TH Cur 1tsT. Ml 

l A. 2. Whether it be not a Good Foundation of an B 
 Aflurance of a Goſpel New-Birth ? . 1 

A. If we daily grow in this Knowlege and Love, it p 

is a Good Prof that we are born of the Spirit. But | 

this does in no wiſe ſuperſede the previous Witneſs of 7 

God's Spirit with Our's, that we are the Children of b 

Gor. And this is properly the Foundation of the Aſ- : 


ſurance of Faith. 


23. 


7-1 
9. 3- Whether this Improvement 1s not a better 
Foundation of Comfort, and of an Aſſurance of a Goſ- 
pel New-Birth, than ? Ht which is founded on the Doc- 
trine of a Sudden and Inſtantaneous Change ? | 
A. A better Foundation than tat — That! What? 
To what Subſtantive does this refer? According to the 


Rules of Grammar, (for all the other Subſtantives are : 


in the Genitive Caſe, and conſequently to be confider'd 
as only Parts of that which governs them) you muſt 
mean, ** A better Foundation than that Foundation 
which is founded on this Doctrine.“ As ſoon as I un- 
derſtand the Queſtion, I will endeavour to anſwer it. 
2. 4. Can that Sudden and Iaſtantaneous Change be 
eaſily diſtinguiſhed from Fancy and Imagination ? 
A. Juſt as eafily as Light from Darkneſs : Seeing it 
brings forth with it a Peace that paſſeth all Under- 
ſanding, a Joy unſpeakable, full of Glory, the Love of 
Gop and all Mankind filling the Heart, and Power 
JJ FFF 
2. 5. May we not well ſuppoſe the Workings of 
Imagination to be more frong and powerful in one who 
is taught to expect ſuch a Change? 5 
A. Perhaps we may But ſtill the Tree is known by 
its Fruits. And ſuch Fruits as thoſe above - mention'd, 
Imagination was never yet /rong enough to produce, 
nor any Porver, ſave that of the Almighty. . 
7. There is only one Clauſe in the Eighth Auen, 
Which falls under our preſeat Enquiry, | 
© They make it their Principal Employ, wherever 
they go, to inſtil into People a tew favourite Tenets of 
their own ; and this with ſuch Diligence and Zeal as 
it the Whole of Chriſtianity depended upon them, and 
all Efforts toward the true Chriſtian Life, without a 
Belief of thoſe Tenets, were van and inefteual.” 
I plead guity to this Charge, I do make it my 
Prixcipal, nay, my whole Employ, and that where- 
ever I go, to inſtil into the People, a few favourite 
Texets, (Only be it obſerved, they are not zzy own, 
but His that ſent me.) And it is undoubtedly true, 
that this I do, (tho' deeply conſcious of my Want 
.S & both 
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both of Zeal and Diligence) as if the Whole of Chriſti. 


anity depended upon them, and all Efforts w ithout them 
were void and vain, Pn ge 5 85 


I frequently ſum them all up in one, In CunfST Ju- 


SUS, f. e. according to his Golpel) neither Circumcifiun 


availeth any Thing nor Uncircumcifion, but Faith <vhich 


zeorketh by Love. But many times I inſtil them one by 


one, under theſe or the like Expreſſions. Ther tal: 


love the Lord thy Gop with all thy Heart, and with all 


thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength : 
| Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf; as thy own 
Soul; as Curisrt loved us. Gon is Love: and he that 


diuelleth in Love, deveilcih in Gop, and Gop in him, 
Lowe worketh no Ill to his Neighbour: therefore I. ove 15 
the Fulfilling of the Law. While we have Time let us do 


Good unto all Men; efpeciatly unto them that are of the 
Houſbold of Faith. I] hafſoe ver ye <vould that Men ſhould 


do unto you, even ſo do unto them. 


_ Theſe are my favourite Teucts, and have been for ma- 
ny Years.. O that I could inſtil them into every Soul 


throughout the Land! Ougbt they not to be inſtilled 
with ſuch Diligence and Zeal, as if the whole of Chriſt- 
ianiiy depended upon them? For who can deny, that all 


Efforis towards a Chriſtian Lite, without more than a 
bare Belief, without a thorough Expericnce and Practice 
of theſe, are utterly vain and ineffectual ? 5 
8, Part of your Ninth Query is to the ſame Effect: 
„A few young Heads ſet up their: own Schemes, as 
the great Standard of Chriſtianity : And indulge their 


own Notions to ſuch a Degree, as to perplex, unhinge, 
territy and diſtract the Minds of Multitudes of People, 


who have lived from their Infancy under a Goſpel-Mi- 


niſtry, and in the regular Exerciſe of a Goſpel-Worſhip. 


And all this, by perſwading them, that they neither 
are nor can be true Chriſtians, but by adhering to zheir 


- . Dodrines.” 


What do you mean by their own Schemes? Their 
cao Notions? Their Doctrines? Ate they not yours 
too? Are they not the Schemes, the Notions, the 
Doctrines of Jzsvs CurtsT? The Great, Fundamental 
Truths of his Goſpel? Can you deny one of them, 
5 : without 


ay: "VP WW. wy 0 


ſoe ver he be, I will prove him to 


8 Xx 
without denying the Bible ?—It is hard for you to kick 
agnalt the Tricks? 5 
„ They perſuade (you ſay) Multitudes of People, 
that they cannot be True Chriſtians, but by adhering 
to their Doctrines.“ Why, who _ they can ? Who- 


an Infidel. D 
you ſay, That any Man can be a true Chriſtian, without 
loving God and his Neighbour ? Surely you have nor 
ſo learned Chriſt ! It is your Doctrine, as well as mine, 
and St. Paul's, Tho 1 Fre with the Tongue of Men and 

Angels, tho) I have all Knowledge, and all Faith; Tho) I 


ore all ny Goods to fred the Poor, yea, my Body to be 


raed, and have not Love, I am nothing. 
Whatever Public Worſhip,. therefore, People may 
have attended, or whatever Miniſtry they have lived 


under from their Infancy, they muſt, at all Hazards, 
be convinced of this, or they periſh for ever: Yea, 


tho* that Conviction at firſt unbinge them ever fo 


much; tho? it ſhould, in a Manner, difira# them for 
a2 a Seaſon. For it is better that they ſhould be perplex'd 


and zerrified now, than they ſhould ſleep on and awake 
in Hell. 0s 1 5 


9. In the 10, 12, and 13th Queries I am not con- 
cern'd. But you include me alſo, when you ſay in 


the 11th, . They abſolutely deny, that Recreations 
of any Kind, confidered as ſuch, are or can be in- 


nocent.“ | 1 | 
I cannot find any ſuch Aſſertion of mine, either in the 


Place you refer to, or any other. But what Kinds of 
| Recreation are innocent, it is eaſy to determine by that 


plain Rule, / Hether ye cat or drink, or whatever ye do, do 
all to the Glory of God. 18 


I am now to take my Leave of you for the preſent. 
But firſt T would earneſtly intreat you to acquaint 


yourfelt what our Doctrines are, before you make any 
farther Ob/erwvatzons upon them. Surely touching the 
Nature of Salvation we agree, That Pure Religion and 


. wndefiled is this, To viſit the Fatherle and Widow in 
their Afiifion, to do all poſſible Good, from a Prin- 
ciple of Love to God and Man: and to keep ourſelves 
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that we are not Saved iy Faith alone? = 
e „ 
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ven . from the World, Inwardly and Outwardly to 


from all Evil, 


10. With Regard to the Condition of Salvation, it 


may be remembered, that I allow, not only Faith, but 
| likewiſe Holineſs or Univerſal Obedience, to be the 
Ordinary Condition of Final Salvation: And that when 
I ſay, Faith alone is the Condition of Preſen? Salva. 
tion, what I would aſſert is this; 1. That without 
Faith no Man can be ſaved from his Sins, can be either 
Inwardly or Outwardly Holy. And 2. That at what 
Time ſoever Faith is given, Holineſs commences it the 
Soul. For that Inſtant, he Lowe of God, (which is the 
Source of Holineſs) is ſhed abroad in the Heart. RE: 
But ĩt ĩs objected by the Author of e Notions of 
the Methodifts diſproved,” St. James ſays, Can Faith 
save bim? I anſwer, Such a Faith as is without Works 
| cannot bring a Man to Heaven, But this is quite beſide 
JJ ð 8 5 
Tou object, 2. St. Paul ſays, That Faith made 
perfet by Lowe, St. James, That Faith made perſeci by 
Works, is the Condition of Salvation.“ You mean Fi- 
nal Salvation, I ſay ſo too: But this alſo is beſide the 
n . 
You object, 3, That the Belief of the Goſpel, is called 


the Obedience of Faith, Rom. i. 5. And 4. That what 


Jalab terms Bel.eving, St. Paul terms Obeying, Sup- 
poſe I grant you both the one and the other, what will 


you inler ? : 


You object, 5. That in one Scripture our Lord is 


fliled The Saviour of them that believe: and in another, 


| The Author of Eternal Salvation, to all them that obry 
Him. 6. That to the Galatians, St. Paul writes, Nei- 


ther Circumcifion awvaileth any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, 


but Faith which worketh by Love: And to the Corinthians, 
Circumcifion is nothing, and Uncircumciſion is nothing, but 
the keeping the Commandments of God. And hence you 
conclude, There are ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 


wherein Unbelief 41d Diſobedience are equivalently 
uſed.” Very true: But can you conclude from thence, 


Ge * n 


Indeed ſome Time after you add, It is plain then 
that Good Works are always, in St. Paul's Judgment, 
join'd with Faith,” (So undoubtedly they are, that is, 
as an Eſſect is always join'd with its Cauſe) ** And there- 
Jore we are not ſaved by Faith alone.” I cannot poſſibly 

allow the Conſequence, . 


to be no Proof at all. 


1 


11. You proceed to anſwer ſome Texts which I 


had quoted. The firſt is Epheſ. ii. 8. By Grace ye 


are ſaved, thro' Faith, ** But (ſay you) Faith does 


not mean here, that Grace eſpecially ſo called, but 8 


| includes alſo Obedience.” But how do you prove this? 
That Circumſtance you had forgot: And ſo run off 


with a Comment upon the Context; to which I have 
no other Objection, than that it is nothing at all to the 


You afterwards cite To more Texts, and add, 
« You ſee mere Faith cannot be a Condition of Juſtifica- 
tion.” You are out of your Waz. We are no more 


talking now of Juſtification, than of Final Salvation, 
In confidering As xvi. 31. Believe in the Lord Jeſus, 

and thou ſhalt be ſaved. You ſay again, Here the 
Word Believe does not — Faith only.—Faith ne- 


ceſſarily produces Charity and Repentance : Therefore 
theſe are expreſſed by the Word Believe. 1. e. Faith 
neceſſarily pfoduces Holineſs, Therefore Holineſs is a 
Condition of Holineſs, I want farther Proof, That 
Paul and Silas ſpake unto him the Word of the Lord; and 
that his Faith did in the ſame Hour work by Love, I take 
You then undertake to ſhew, that confeſſing our 
Sins, is a Condition of Juſtification, and that a Con- 


fidence in the Love of God, is not a Condition, 
Some of your Words are, This, Good Sir, give 
me Leave to ſay, is the greateſt Nonſenſe and Contra- 


diction poſſible. It is impoſſible you can underſtand 


this Jargon yourſelf, and therefore you labour in vain to 


make it intelligible to others. You ſoar aloft on Eagle's 


Wings, and leave the poor People to gape and ftare af- 
| fer you.” Y „ 
his is very pretty, and very lively. But it is no- 

ting to the Purpoſe. For we are not now ſpeaking 

of Juſtification; Neither have I ſaid one Word of 


my © The 


K 


“ The Condition of Juſtification” in the whole Tract. 


to which you here refer. 3 5 
ln the next place (ſay you) if we are ſaved (finall 


pFou mean) only by a Confidence in the Love of God? : 
ere I muſt ſtop you again: you are now running 
| beſide the Queſtion, on the other Hand, The ſole 


Pofition which J here advance is this: True Belierers 


are ſaved from Inward and outward Sin by Faith, By 


Faith Alone the Love of God and All Mankind is ſhed 
abroad in their Hearts, bringing with it the Mind that 
was in Chriſt, and producing all Holineſs of Conver- 
—_—_—. | * 3555 


IV. 1. I am now to conſider, What has been late- 


ly objected, with Regard to the Nature of Saving 


The Author laſt mentioned 4 cannot underſtand how 
„ thoſe Texts of St. John are at all to the Purpoſe.” 
1 John iii. 1. Behold <vhat Manncr of Love the Father 


hath beſlowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons. 
of God. And ch. iv. 19. We love Him, becauſe he fir 
loved us. I anſwer, 1, Theſe Texts were not produced 
in the Appeal, by Way of Proof, but of Illuſtration only. 
But 2. I apprehend they may be produced as a Proof, 
both that Chriitian Faith implies a Confidence in the 
Love of God, and that ſuch a Confidence has a direct 


Tendency to Salvation, to Holineſs both af Heart and 


1 : 5 a 5 
Bebold æuhat Manner of Love the Father hath be- 


foxwved upon us, that wwe ſhould be called the Sons of © 
God! Are not theſe Words an Expreſſion of Chriſtian 
Faith? As direct a one as can well be conceived? And 


I appeal to every Man, whether they do not expreſs 


the ſtrongeſt Confidence of the Love of God? Your 
own comment puts this beyond diſpute, ** Let us 
conſider attentively and with grateful Hearts, the great 


Love and Mercy of God, in calling us to be his Sons, 


and beſtowing on us the Privileges belonging to ſuch.” 
Do you not perceive, that you have given up the Cauſe ? 
You have yourſelf taught us, that theſe Words imply 


« A Senſe of the great Love and Mercy of ay Tay 
N Yay 


(-3F- 5 

beflowing upon | us the W belonging to his 
Sons.” | 
* Apoſtle adds, Beloved, now are ave the Sea of 
Gor; and it doth not yet appear what wwe ſhall be : But 
cbe hs zs that when He ſhall appear, ave Jhall be like Him; 
for eve /hall ſee Him as He is. 

I ſuppoſe no one will ſay, either that theſe Words are. 
not expreſſive of Chriſtian Faith; or that they do not 
imply the ſtrongeſt Confidence in the Love of Gop. 
It follows, Aud every Marr that hath this Hope in bim, 
_ purificth himjel even as He 1. pure. 
HFlence it appears, That this Faith is a Saving Faith, 


that there is the cloſeſt Connexion between this Faith ; 
and Holineſs. This Text therefore is directly to the 


Purpoſe, in Reſpect of both the 3 to be 
proved. 


The Other is, 7/7 love Hine becauſe Ie firs lowed us. 


| And here alſo, for Fear I ſhould fail in the Proof, You 
have drawn it up ready to my Hands. 


« Gop ſent his only Sun—to redeem us from = 


by purchaſing for us Grace and Salvation. By which 
Grace we— thro? Faith and Repentance have our Sins 


pardoned—And therefore we are bound to return the 


| Tribute of our Love and Grattuce, and to obey Him 
faithfully as long as we live,” 


Now, that wwe Save our ſeas pardoned, if we h not Lnow 


they are pardoned, cannot bind us either to Love or 
Obedience. But if we do know it, and by that very 
Knowledge, or Confidence in the Pardonin 8 Love ot 


Go are both bound and enabled to love and obey Him, 


This! is the whole of what I contend icr. 
2. You afterivards object againſt ſome other 3 


which I had cited to illuſtrate the Nature ot Saving 


Faith. My Words were, „Hear belicving Fob declar- 
ing his Faith, 7 _ that my Redvemer live 5. I here 
athrm two Things, 1. That Job was then à Believer, 
2. That he bd ** Faith in theſe Words. And all 


& Favour—to inſpire him with a Prophecy of the Re- 
"0 ſurrection, and that he ſhould have a ſhare in it.“ 
. B 5 


J affirm vou allow. Your own Words are, God Was 
66 pleaſed to be tou upon him a ſtrong Aſſurance of his 
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Il went on, Hear Thomas, when having ſeen he be- 
| lieved, crying out, My Lord and my God.” Hereon 


vou comment thus, The Meaning of which is that St. 


Thomas makes a Confeſſion, both of his Faith and Re- 


pentance.“ I agree with you. But you add, In St. 


Thomas's Confeſſion there is not implied an Aſſurance of 
Pardon.” You cannot agree with yourſelf in this ; but 


immediately ſubjoin, ** If it did imply ſuch an Aſſu- 
rance, he * well have it, ſince he had an immediate 


Revelation of it from God Himſelf.“ 


Vet a little before you endeavoured to prove that 
one who was not a Whit behind the very chief Apoſtles 


had not ſuch an Aſſurance: Where, in order to ſhew 
that Faith does not imply this, you ſaid, * St, Paul 


methinks has fully determined this Point (1 Cor. iv. 4.) 
4 know nothing by myſelf, ſays he, yet am I not hereby juſ- 
tified. —** And it an Apoſile fo illuminated, don't think 


himſelf juſtiſied“ Then I grant he has fully deter- 


mined the Point. But before you abſolutely fix upon 
that Concluſion, be pleaſed to remember your own Com- 


ment that follows, on thoſe other Words of St. Paul, 
The Life 1 now live, I live by Faith in the Son of Gop, 
<vho lowed nie and gave Himpeif for me. Your Words 


are, „And no queſtion a Perſon indowed with ſuch 


extraordinary Gitts, might arrive at a very eminent De- 


gree of Aſſurance.“ So he did arrive at a very eminent 
Degree of Aſurarce, tho' Le did not think himſelſ juflified ! 


I can fcarce think you have read over that Chapter 
| to the Coloſſians: Elſe ſurely you would not aſſert, that 
_ thoſe Words on which the Streſs lies wiz, W ho hath de- 
livered us from the Power of Darkneſi, and hath tranſlated 
ws into the Kingdom of his dear Son: In whom ve have 
| Redemption thro* his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins) 


do not relate to Paul and Timothy who wrote the Epiſ- 


tle, but to the Colofians, to whom they wrote,” I 
need be at no Pains to anſwer this; for preſently after 
your own Words are, He hath made Us, meaning 
the Coloſſians as well as himſelf, meet to be Inheri- 


tors. 


„ Lol may eaſily obſerve, that I quoted the Coun- 
_cil of Trent by Memory, not having the Book then by 


1 


me. 3 own, and thank you for cotrecting my Mi- 
take: But in correcting one, you make another. For 
the Decrees of the Sixth Seſſion were not . publiſhed on 
the 13th of January: But the Seffion itſelf began on 


that Day. 


I cannot help reciting your next Words, altho? they. 


are not exactly to the preſent Queſtion. 


© The Words of the 12th Canon of the Council of | 


Trent are,” | 
« It any Man ſhall ay that juſtifying Faith is no- 


thing elſe ot a Confidence in the Divine Mercy, remit- 
ting Sins for Chrif's Sake, and that this Confidence is 
that alone by which we are guitified, let him be accurt- 


ede Tou add, 
«This, Sir, I am fare i is True Doctrine, and per- 
fectly agreeable to the Doctrine of our Church. And 


ſo you are not only anathematized by the Council or 


Trent, but alſo condemned by our own Church.” 


Our Church holds no ſuch ſcandalous and diſgrace- 


ful Opinion. — According to our Church, no Man can 
have“ the Truc Faith, who has not a loving heart,” — 


Therefore Faith is not a Confidence that any Man's Sins 
are actually forgiven, and he reconciled to God.“ 


(What have the Premiſſes to do with the Coneluſion!) 
4. To decide this, Let our Church ſpeak tor herſelr. 


Whether ſhe does not ſuppoſe and teach, that every 


particular Believer knows that i Sins are torgiven, and 
be himſilf is reconciled to God. 

Firſt then, Our Church ſuppoſes 3 teaches ever v 
particular Believer, to ſay concerning himſelt, „In my 


Baptiſm I avas made a Member of Cb. i, a Child of God, 


and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. And I than 
God who hath called me to that State of Salvation. And 
Fpray God that I may continue in the ſame, to my Life's 
nd, 
Now does this Perſon &zoxv what he ſays to be true? 


If not, it is the ꝑroſſeſt Hypocriſy » But it he does, then 


he knows, that He iz particular is reconciled to God. 
The next Words I ſha!l quote may be a Commeut on 
theſe: May God write them in our Hearts ! 


© A true Chriſtian Man is not afraid to die, who is 


the very Member of Chr:f, the Temple of the Holy 
B 6 Shoſt, 


| Ghoſt, the Son of God, and the very Inheritor of the 
everlaiting Kingdom of Heaven. But plainly contrary, 


($5 


| he not only puts away the Fear of Death, but wiſhes, 


deſires, and longs heartily for it. Sermon againſt the 


Fear of Death, Part I. 


Can this be, unleſs he has a ſure Confidence that he, 
in particular, is reconciled to God? 


% Men commonly fear Death, fir becauſe of leaving 


their worldly Goods and Pleaſures. 2. For Fear of the 


Pains of Death; and 3. For Fear of perpetual Damna- 
But none of theſe Cauſes trouble I 
_ caufe they ſtay themſelves by true Faith, perfect Cha- 


rity, and ſure Hope of endleſs Joy and Bliſs everlaſting,” | 
. 8 


All theſe there 
oy, and not to fear Death nor everlaſting Damnation. 
For Death canno: deprive them of Fe/#s Chrift, Death 
cannot take Him from us, nor us from Him, Death 
not only cannot harm us, but alſo ſhall profit us and _ 
Join us to God more perfectly. 


tion. 


fore have great cauſe to be full of 


an Heart may ſurely be certified, 17 is Gop, faith St. 
Paul, avhich hath given us an Earneſt of his Spirit, As 


| Jong as we be in the Body, we are in a ſtrange Country. 
But we have a Deſire rather to be at home with Gop.“ 
. 15 5 
le that runneth may read in all theſe Words, the 
Confidence which our Church ſuppoſes, every particu- 


lar Believer to have, that he himſelt is reconciled to Gop. 
Io proceed, © The only Inſtrument of Salvation re- 


quired on our Parts is Faith, that is, a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence, that Gop both hath and will forgive our 


Sins, that He hath accepted us again into his Favour, 


for the Merits of Chris Death and Paſſion.” Second 
ermon on the Paſſion, ; | | * 
FgEut here, we muſt take Heed that we do not halt 
with Gop, thro? an unconſtant, wavering Faith. Peter 
coming to Cyr1sT upon the Water, becauſe he fainted 
in Faith was in Danger of Drowning. So we, if we 
begin to waver or doubt, it is to 
ſhould fink as Peter did: Not into the Water, but into 
the bottomleſs Pit of Hell-fire. Therefore I ſay unto 
vou, that we muſt apprehend the Merits of CR 


e feared leſt we 


RIST'S 


Death 


good Men, be- 


And thereof a Chriſti- | 


1 


Death be Faith, and that with a ſtrong and ſtedfaſt 
Faith: Nothing doubting, but that Chriſt by his own 
Oblation hath taken away our Sins, and hath reſtored 
us again to God's Favour.“ 7bid. . 
5. If it be ſtill ſaid, That the Church ſpeaks only of 
Men in General, but not of the ae of this or 
that particular Perſon: Even this laſt, poor Subterfuge, —_ 
is utterly cut of by the following W ords : 
«6 Thou, O Man, haſt received the Body of Chriſt 
which was once broken, and his Blood which was ſhed 
for the Remiſhon of % Sin. Thou haſt received his 
Body, to have within hee the Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, for to endow thce with Grace, and to 


comfort thee with their Preſence. Thou haſt received 
his Body, to endow 2hee with everlaſtin ng Righteouſnels, 
and zo aſſure thee ot e Bliſs. Sermon on the 
Reſurreflion. | 


I ſhall add but one Paſſage more, from the firſt Part 
of the Sermon on the Sacrament. 

«© Have a ſure and conſtant Faith, not only that the 
Death of Chriſt is available for all the World, but that 
He hath made a full and ſufficient Sacrifice for thee, a 
perfect Cleanſing of thy dias, ſo that thou may iſt ſay 
with the Apoſtle, He loved thee and gave Himſelf for 

thee. For this is, to make Chriſt He own, and to 
apply his Merits unto 2hy/elf. of 

Let every reaſonable Man now W for himſelf, 
what is the Senſe of our Church as to the Nature 

of Saving Faith. Does it not abundantly appear, that 


the Church of England ſuppoſes every particular Be- * | 1 


hever, to have a ſure Confidence, that 4s Sins are for- 
given and he himſelf reconciled to God? Yea, and how 
can the abſolute Neceſſity of this Faith, this unwavering 


Confidence be more ſirongly or eremptorily aſſerted, 
than it is in thoſe Words: it we begin to waver 


bot doubt, it is to be feared, [eſt we fink as Peter did, 


Not into the Water; f but into the bottomleſs Pit of 
Hell- Fire?“ 


6. I would willingly diſmiſs this Writer here. I had 
ſaid in 2he Earng Appeal (what I am daily more and 
more confirmed Lo that this Faith is uſually given in 


a Mos 


& 


8 38 * 


2 Moment. This you greatly diſlike. Your Argument 


- againſt ic, if put into form, will run thus: 
They who firſt apprehended the Meaning of the 


| Words delivered, then gave their Aſſent to them, then 

bad Confidence in the Promiſes to which they aflented, 7 
and laſtly, loved God, did not receive Faith in a 
Moment.” 


But the Believers mentioned in the As, firſt appre- 
| hended the Meaning» of the Words, then gave their 


Aſſent, then had Confidence in the Promiſes, and . 5 


loved God: Therefore 


„% The Believers mentioned in u the As, did not 8 


ceive Faith in a Moment.” 


I deny the Major. They might firſt Apprehend, 8 8 
Aſſent, then Confide, then Love, and yet receive Faith 


in a Moment: In hat Moment, wherein their general 


Confidence became particular, ſo that each could ſay, 


„Lord, and my God.” 


One Paragraph more I will be at the Pains to tran- 
ſcribe. * You infinuate, that the Sacraments are only 
requiſite to the Well-beingot a Viſible Church: Mheie- 


as the Church declares, that the due Adminiſtration 


of them, is an Eſſential Property thereof. 1 ſuppoſe 


vou hinted this to gratify your loving Diſciples the 
| Quakers.” 


This is flat and plain. Here is a Fact poſitively . 


averred ; ; and a Reaſon alſo aſſigned for it. Now, do 
you take yourſelf to be a Man of Candor, I had almoſt 
faid, of common Honeſty? My very Words in the 
Place referr'd to, are, A Vihble Church is a Com- 


pany of faithful People. This is the Eſſence of it. 
And the Properties thereof are, That the pure Word of 


God be preached therein, and the Sacraments duly ad- 
miniſtered.” 


7. Before I take my Leave, 1 cannot but recommend 


to you that Advice of a wiſe and good Man, = 


04 ts cole in Arguing ; for Fiewenele makes. 
% Error a Fault, and Truth Diſcourteſy.“ 


I am 8 at your extreme Warmth : : You are in a 
thorough Jll-humour from the very Beginning of your 


Book 


. 


Book to the End. This cannot hurt me: but it mar, 
yourſelf. And it does not at all help your Cauſe, If 
you denounce ayainſt me all the Curſes from Geneſis to 


the Revelations, they will not amount to one Argument. 


I am willing (fo far as I know myſelf) to be reproved 

either by you or any other. But whatever you do, let it 

de done in Love, in Patience, in Meekneſs of Wiſdom. 
V. 1. With Regard to the Author of Faith and Sal- 
vation, Abundance of Objections have been made: It 

being a current Opinion, that . Chriſtians are not Now | 


to receive the Holy Ghoſt.” “ 


Accordingly, whenever we ſpeak of the Spirit of 
God, of his Operations in the Souls of Men, of his re- 


wvealing unto us the Things of God, or iſpiring us with 
| good Deſires or Tempers ; whenever we mention the 
Feeling his mighty Power, working in ut, according to 


bis good Pleaſure : The general Anſwer we have to ex- 4 
pect is, This is all rank Erhufiaſm. So it was with ? 
the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians. But only Enhbufia/ts 


pretend to this now, 55 | 
Thus all the Scriptures, Abundance of which might 


be produced, are ſet aſide at one Stroke. And whoever 


Cites them, as belonging to all Cbriſtiaus, is ſet down tor 
an Enthuſiaſt. „5 = 


The firſt Tract I have ſeen, wrote expreſſiy on this 


The Operations of the Holy Spirit :mperceprible, and 
how Men may &#zow, when the 


Head, is remarkably entitled, 


ance and Influence of the Spirit. 


You begin, As we have ſome among us who pre- 


tend to a more than ordinary Guidance by the Spirit 


(indeed I do not: I pretend to no other Guidance, 
khan is ordinarily given to all Chriſtians) it may not be 
improper to difcourſe, on the Operations of God's 


_ Holy Spirit.“ | OI | | 
To this End, be Thou pleaſed, O gracious Foun- 


tain of Truth, to aſſiſt me with thy Heavenly Direction 


in ſpeaking of Thee,” 


Alas, Sir, what Need have you to ſpeak any more? 


Tou have already granted all I defire, viz, That © we 


os "WAP. 


y are under the Guid- 


| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Heavenly Direction of God's Spirit.“ . 
However, you go on, and obſerre that the extraordi- 
nary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, were granted to the firſt 
_ Chriſtians only, but his ordinary Graces to all Chriſtians 
in all Ages: Both which you then attempt to enume- 
rate: Only ſuſpending your Diſcourſe a little, when 


"EF 


may all now enjoy, and &xozw that we do enjoy, the 


* 


ſome conceited Ext haſfaſ's“ come in your Way. 


2. You next enquire, © After what Manner theſe 
_ Graces are raiſed in our Souls?“ And anſwer, * How 
to diſtinguiſn theſe Heavenly Motions, from the Natural 
Operations of our Minds, we have no Light to diſcover : 
The Scriptures—deelaring that the Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, are not ſubject to any Senfible Feelings or 


Perceptions. For what communication can there be be- 


tween Feelings which are Properties peculiar to Matter, 
All Reaſon- 
able Chriſtians believe, that He works his Graces in us 
in an imperceptible Manner ; and that there is no ſen- 
fible Difference between His and the natural Operations 


and the Suggeſtions of the Spirit? — 


ot our Minds.“ 


I conceive this to be the Strength of your Cauſe. 
| To ſupport that Concluſion, That the Operations of the 
Spirit are Imperceptible, vou here alledge, 1.“ That all 


Reaſonable Chriſtians believe this.“ So you /uy. But I 


want Proof. 2. That there can be no Communications 


fear, you miſtook the Word) between the Suggeſtions 


of the Spirit, and Feel/ngs which are Properties peculiar 
to Matter.” How! Ate the Feelings now in Qeſtion, 


Properties peculiar to Matter? The Feeling of Peace, Joy, 


Love? Or any Feelings at all? I can no more under- 


ſtand the Philoſophy than the Divinity of this. 3. „That 
the Scriptures declare, the Operations of the Spirit are 


not ſubject to any Sex/ible Feelings.” You are here diſ- 
proving, as you ſuppoſe, a Propoſition of mine, But 

are you ſure you underſtand it? By Feeling, I mean, 
being inwardly conſcious of. By the Operations of the 


Spirit, I do not mean the Manner in which He operates, 
but he Graces which He operates in a Chriſtian. Now 
be 'pleas'd to produce thoſe Scriptures which declare, 
+ That a Chriſtian cannot feel or perceive theſe Opera- 
ons. | 


3, Are 


Ca) 


| 3. Are you not convinced, Sir, that you have laid 


to my Charge Things which I know not ? Ids not 


gravely tell you (as much an Ex!hyfraft as you over and 


over affirm me to be) That I Au feel (in your 
Senſe) the Motions of the Holy Spirit.” Much leſs 


do I ** make this, any more than Convulfions, Agonies, 


Howlings, Roarings, and violent Contorſions of the 


Body,” either“ Certain Signs of Mens being in a 
State of Salvation,” or neceflary in order thereunto.“ 


You might with equal Juſtice and Truth inform the 
World, and the Worſhiptul the Magiſtrates of Newca/- 
tle, That I make Seeing the II ind Or Hecling the Li ighty 


neceſſary to Salvation. 


Neither do I © confound the Extraordinary with the 
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit.” And as to your laſt 
Enquiry, “ What is the belt Proof of our being led by 
the Spirit?“ I have no Exception to that juſt and ſerip- 
tural Anſwer, which you yourſelf have given, A 
thorough Change and Renovation of Mind and Heart, 


and the leading a New and Holy Life.“ 
4. That I confound the Extraordinary with the 


Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, and therefore am an 


Euthuſiaſt, is alſo ſtrongly urged, in a charge deliver- 


ed to his Clergy, and lately publiſhed by the Lord 


Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry. 


An Extract of the former Part of this, I ſubjoin, in in 
his Lordſhip's Words. | 


e cannot think it improper to obviate the Contagi- 


on, of thoſe Enthufiaftical Pretenſions, that have lately 
betrayed whole Multitudes, either into Preſumption or | 


Melancholy. Enthuſia/m indeed, when detected, is apt 


to create afidelity ; and Infidelity is ſo ſhocking a 
Thing, that many rather run into Las other Extreme, 


and take Refuge in Eutbaſiaſm. But Infidelity and 


 Euthufiaſm ſeem now to act in Concert againſt our Ef. 
tabliſhed Religion. As Infidelity has been ſufficiently 
_ oppoſed, I ſhall now lay before you the Weakneſs of 


; theſe Enthufia//ical Pretenſions.“ Page 1, 2. 


| Now to confute effectually, and ſtrike at the Root of 
thoſe Enthufiaftical Pretenſions. 


4 Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, that it is neceſſary to lay down 


ſome Method tor diſtinguiſhing Real from Pretended 
Inſpiration,” Page 355% „Many 


y 
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00 Many Expreſſions occur in the New Teflament con- 
cerning the Operations of the Holy Spirit. But Men of 


an Enthufiaftical Temper, have confounded Paſſages of 
a quite different Nature, and have jumbled together 


thoſe that relate to the Extraordinary Operations of the 


Spirit, with thoſe that relate only to bis Ordinary Influ- 


ences. It is therefore oy to ule ſome Method 


for ſeparating thoſe Paſſages, relating to the Operations 


of the Spirit, that have been ſo miſapplied to the Service 


7 5 Enthufiaftical Pretenders.” Page 5, 6, 7. 


I proceed therefore to ſhew, 


 _ ** Secondly, That a Diſtinction is to be made between 4 
_ thoſe Paſſages of Scripture about the Bleſſed Spirit that 


peculiarly belong to the Primitive Church, and thoſe 


that relate to Chriſtians in all Ages.” Page" 
„ The Exigencies of the Apoſtolical Age required the 


Miraculous Gifts of the Spirit. But theſe ſoon ceaſed. 
When therefore we meet in the Scripture with an Ac- 


count of thoſe Extraordinary Gifts, and likewiſe with 
an Account of his Ordinary Operations, we muſt diſtin- 
guiſn the one from the other. And that not only for our 
own Satisfaction, but as a Means to ſtop the Growth 


of Enthufiaſm.”” Pages 8, 9, 10, 3 
And ſuch a Diſtinction ought to be made, by the 


beſt Methods of interpreting the Scriptures : Which 
moſt certainly are an attentive Conſideration of the Oc- 


cafion and Scope in thoſe Paſſages, in Concurrence with 


the General Senſe of the Primitive Church.” P. 11. 
II propoſe, Thirdly, to ſpecify fome of the chief 


Paſſages of Scripture that are miſapplied by Modern 


Chriſtians.” p. 12, 


© begin, ſays your Lordſhip, with tbe Original _ 
Promiſe of the Spirit, as made by our Lorda little before 
de left the World.”  - . 
I muſt take the Liberty to ſtop 
Threſhold, IT deny that This is He Original Promiſe of 
the Spirit, I expect his Aſſiſtance, in Virtue of many 


If 


Promiſes, ſome hundred Years prior to this. 


 Enthufiaſis, and to ſhew that they are to be interpreted 
_ chiefly, if not only, of the Apoſtolical Church; and that 
they very little, if at all relate, to the Preſent State of 


our Lordſhip on the 


f 
f 


. vo ww Pg: CP of 


1 


If you ſay, . However this is the Original or firſt 
Frans of the Spirit, in the New Teſtament.” No, 
SL 


rd; Thoſe Words were ſpoken long before: 


He /hall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. 
Will you reply ? „Well, but This is the Original 


Promiſe made by our Lord.” I anſwer, not ſo neither. 


For it was before this, Jeſus Himſelf food and cried, 
| If any Man Thirfl, let him come unto Me and drink, he that 
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly 
Shall flow Rivers of living Water. And this He ſpate of 
the Spirit, which they ſhould receive qvho believed on Him 
(5 Rucrhaoy AauPvery ò geizig aver) If I miſ- 
take not, this may more juſtly be term'd, our Lord's 
Original Promiſe of the Spirit. And who will aſſert, 
| That this is to be interpreted chiefly, if not only of the 


Apoſtolical Church?“ 


6. Your Lordſhip proceeds: It occurs in the 14th 
and 16th Chapters of St. John's Goſpel; in which he 
uůſes theſe Words”——In what Verſes, my Lord? ® © 
Why is not this ſpecified ? Unleſs to furniſh your Lord. 
ſhip with an Opportunity of doing the very Thing 
|  Whereof you before complained, of © confounding Paſ- 

| ſages of a quite contrary Nature, and jumbling toge- 
ther thoſe that relate to the Extraordinary Operations 

of the Spirit, with thoſe that relate to his Ordinary In- 


2 


fluences ?” | 


You cite the Words thus; M hen the Spirit of Truth is 


come Fe vill guide you into all Truth, and He «vill ſhew 
you Things to come. (Theſe are nearly the Words that 
cc, Chap. xvi. Ver, 18.) . 5 
And again, The Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, 
evhom the Father <vill ſend in my Name, He ſhall teach you 
all Things, and bring all things to your Remembrance, 
evhat/oever I have ſaid wnto you. Theſe Words occur in 
-the 1qth' Chapter, at the zöch Ve 
But, my Lord, I want the Original Promiſe ſtill; 
the Original (I mean) of thoſe made 1a this very mw 8 


* 7 take it for granted, That the Citation of Texts in 


the Margin, which is totally xvrong, is a Blunder of the 
Printer's. : | | | | 


N * 
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F 
courſe. Indeed your Margin tells us, where it is, 
(Chap. xiv. Ver. 16.) but the Words appear not. Ta- 
ken together with the Context they run thus: 
Fe lowe Me, keep my Commandments. | 
d will pray the Father, and He will give you ano- 
ther Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever; 
Even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot re- 
cei vue, becauſe it ſeeth Him not, neither knoweth Him. 
—_ xiv, Ver. 15, 16, 17. VVV 
: _ Lond, ſuffer me to enquire, why you flipt over 
this Text? Was it not (I appeal to the Seacher of your 
Heart!) becauſe you was conſcious to yourſelf, that 
it would neceſſarily drive you to that unhappy Dilem- 
na, either to aſſert that for ever, t15 Tov dt,, meant 
only Sixty or Seventy Years ; or to allow, That the 
Text muſt be interpreted of the Ordinary Operations of 
the Spirit, in all future Ages of the Church. . 


And indeed that the Promiſe in this Text belongs 
to all Chriſtians, evidently appears, not only from 


your Lordſhip's own Conceſſion, and from the Text 
itſelf, (for who can deny, that this Comforter or Para- 

clete is now given to all tbem that believe ?) but 
alſo from the preceding, as well as following, Words. 
The preceding are, F ye love Me, keep my Command- 
ments. And I will pray the Father None ſurely can 


doubt, but theſe belong to all Chriſtians in all Ages. 


The following Words are, Even the Spirit of Truth, 
evbom the World cannot receive. True; the World can- 
not: but all Chriftians can, and will receive Him for 


6. The Second Promiſe of the Comforter, made in 
this Chapter, together with its Context, ſtands thus: 
Judas ſaith unto Him (not Iſcariot) Lord, how is it 
that Thou wilt manifeſt Thyſelf unto us, and not unto the 


World? Ver. 22. © | 


| Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, if any Man love Me, = 


he will keep my Word. And my Father will love him, 
and Me cuill come unto him, and make our abode with inn. 


ih 


(43 ) 
Fr that loveth Me not, keepeth not my Word : * Had the. 
Vora <which ye hear is not Soy but the Father's which 
e at me. Ver. 24. | 
Theſe Things have 1 ſpoken unto you being yet avith vn. 
Ver. 25. 
But the Comforter which is ; the Hol ly Ghoſt, evhom the 
Father will ſend in my Name, He will teach you all Things, 


end bring all Things to your Remembrance, ages ” 
lade ſaid unto you, Ver. 26. 


Now, how does your Lordſhip prove that this Pro- 


Po miſe belongs only to the Primitive Church? Why, 

1. You fay, It is very clear from the bare Recital 
of the Words.“ I apprehend not. But this is the very 
Queſtion, which is not to be begged, but proved. 2. You 

ſay, The Spirit's bringing all Things to their Remembrance, 

_ evbat/oewver He had faid unto them, cannot poſſibly be ap- 
plied to any other perſons but the Apoſtles.” Cannot 
de applied! This is a flat begging the Queſtion again, 
which I cannot give up without better Reaſons. 3. 
The Gifts of Prophecy and of being guided into al! 
| Truth, and taught all Things, can be applied only to the 
Apoſtles, and thoſe of that Age who were immediately 
inſpired.“ Here your Lordſhip, in order the more plau- 
ſibly to beg the Queſtion again juinbles together the 
Extr aordinary with the Ordizery Operations of the Spi- 
Tit.” The Gift of Prophecy, we know, is one of his Ex- 
 traordinary Operations; but there is not a word of it in 
this Text: Nor, therefore ought it to de confounded 
with his Ordizery Operations, ſuch as the being guided 
into all Truth, (all that is neceflary to Salvation) and 
zaught a (neceſſary) Things, in a due Uſe of the Means 

He hath ordained. Ver, 26. 

In the ſame Manner, namely, in a Serious and Con- 
ſtant Uſe of Proper Means, I believe the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt is given to all Chriſtians, to bring all Things 
needful to their Remembrance, whatſoever Chrift har 


| Spoken to them in his Word. So that I ſee no Occafion N | 


to grant, without ſome Kind of Proof, (eſpecially con- 
ſidering the Occaſion of this, and the Scope of the pre- 
ceding Verſes) That-even * this Promiſe cannot poſh- 

bly be applied to any other Perſons but the Apoſtles,” 


7. In 


„„ 
7. In the ſame Diſcourſe of our Lord we have a 
Third Promiſe of the Comforter. The whole * 


runs thus: 
FI go not acbay, * Comforter will not come unto you; 


5 But if 1 go, I will ſend Him unto you. Chap xvi. V, 7. 
And «when He is come, He will reprove (or convince) 

the World of Sim, and of Rigoteoufneſs, and of POS. 1 

: Ver. 8 . 


Of Sin, becauſe they believe not on Me : 
Of Righteouſneſs, becauſe T go to my Father, and ye fee | 


Ie do more: 


2775 Judgment, becauſe the Prince of this World i 2 ads ed; 


Ver. 9, 10, 11. | 
1 have yet many Things to ſay unto you ; but ye cannot 


bear them now : (ver. 12.) But wwhen He ſhall come, the 
= of Truth, He will guide you into all Truth And 


e vill ſhew von Things to come. Ver. 13. . 
There 1s only one Sentence here, which has not alrea- 


dy been contidered, He auill fhew you Things to come. 


And this, it is granted, relates to the Gitt of Prophecy, 
one of the Extraordinary Operations of the Spirit. 

The general Concluſion which your Lordſhip draws, 
is expreſt in theſe Words. Conſequently all Pre- 


tenſions to the Spirit, in the proper Senſe of the 
Words of this Promiſe (i. e. of tete ſeveral Texts of 
St. Johr) are vain and inſign ficant, as they are claim 
ed by Modern Erthufiaſts.” kad} in the End of the 
| fame Paragraph you add, © None but the Ordinary 
| Operations of the Spirit are to be now expected, 
| fince thoſe that are * a Miraculous (or Extraordinary) 


Kind are NoT PRETENDED TO, even o Modern 


Enthufiafts. 


My Lord, this is ſurpriſing. I read it over and 


| over, before I could credit my own Eyes. I verily 
believe this one Clauſe, with unprejudiced Perſons, 


will be an Anſwer to the whole Book. You have 


| been vehemently crying out all along againſt thoſe 


Enthufiaflical Pretenders; nay, the very Deſign of 


your Book, as you openly declare, was * to ſtop 


the Growth of their — Who have had the 
Aſſurance 


( 47 ) 


Aſſurance (as you poſitively affirm, Page 6,) to claim 
to themſelves the Extraord:nary Operations of the Holy 
Spirit.” And here you as poſitively affirm, That thoſe 
Extraordinary Operations are NOT PRETENDED TO 


by them at all!“ 


8. Yet your Lordſhip proceeds, © The next Paſſage g 
of Scripture I ſhall mention as peculiarly belonging to 
the Primitive Times, tho' miſapplied to the Preſent 


State of Chriftians by Modern Exh 4frafts, is what re- 


lates to the Teflimony of the Spirit, and praying by the 


- nod in the 8th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans.“ 
| age 16, | e e „ | 


l believe it incumbent upon me thoroughly to weigh 
the Force of your Lordſhip's Reaſoning on this Head. 
You begin, After St. Paul had treated of that Spi- 
ritual Principle in Chriſtians, which enables them 


to mortify the Deeds of the Body———he ſays, if any 


Man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. 

This makes the Diſtinction of a true Chriſtian, particu- 
larly in Oppoſition to the Jes.“ I apprehend it is juſt 
here, that your Lordſhip turns out of the Way, when 


you ſay, Particularly in Oppoſition to the Fews.” 


Such a Particular Oppoſition I cannot allow, till ſome 


ſtronger Proof is produced, than St. Paul's occaſionally 
mentioning Six Verſes before, the Imperfection of 
the Jecuiſßh Law. 8 | 23 2 gp 


|  Yeryour Lordſhip's Mind is fo full of this, that after 
repeating the 14th and i gth Verſes (as many as are led 


by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God: For ye 


Have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear : 


But ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby awe 
cry, Abla, Father !) you add, „In the former Part of 


this Verſe, the Apoſtle ſnews again the Imperfection of 
the Jewiſh Law.“ This alſo calls for Proof: Other- 
wiſe, it will not be allow'd, that he here ſpeaks of 
the Jesuiſb Law at all: Not, tho' we grant That the 
 Feavs were ſubject to the Fear of Death, and lived, in 
Conſequence of it, in a State of Bondage. For are not 


all Unbelievers, as well as the Jeaus, more or leſs, in the 
ſame Fear and Bondage? 5 
5 h Your 
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Your Lordſhip goes on, In the latter Part of the 


Verſe he ſhews the Superiority of the Chriſtian Law to 
that of the Jews.” Page 18, Where is the Proof, my 


Lord? Hou does it appear, that he is ſpeaking either 


of the Chriflian or Fewiſh Law, in thoſe Words, 17 
bave received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father? However you inter, ** Chriflians then 
are the adopted Sons of God, in Contra-diſtinftion to 
the Jews, as the Former had the Gifts of the Holy 


Ghoſt, which none of the Latter had at that Time: 
And the Body of the Fews never had.” No, nor the 


Body of the Chriftians neither. So that if this be a 
Proof againſt the Fervs, it is the very fame againſt the 


Chriſtians. 


I muſt obſerve farther on the preceding Words, 
1. That your Lordſhip begins here, to take the Word 


_ Chrifiians in a new and peculiar Senſe, for the whole 
Body of the then Chriſtian Church : 2. That it is a 
bad Inference, as, or becauſe they had the Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, therefore they were the Sons of God.” 
On the one Hand, if they were the Children of God, 
it was not, becauſe they had thoſe Gifts. On the 
bother, a Man may have all thoſe Giits, and yet be a 
Child of the Devil. | 3 | 
9. I conceive, not only that your Lordſhip has proved 
nothing hitherto, not one Point that has any Relation 


to the Queſiton ; but that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, you have 


not attempted to prog any Thing, having taken for grant- 
ed whatever came in your Way. In the fame Manner 


you proceed, The Apoſtle goes on, The Spirit itſelf 


beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children 
of God. This Paſlage, as it is connected with the 
preceding one, relates to the general Adoption of Chriſ- 


tians, or their becoming the Sons of God inſtead of the 


_— This Pailage relates*—How is that proved? 

y its Connexion with the preceding? In no wiſe, un- 
leſs it be good Arguing to prove /gnotum per ignolius. 
It has not yet been proved, that the preceeding Paſſage 
Itſelf has any Relation to this Matter. =: 


Your Lordſhip adds, „But what was the Gro ind of 


this Preference that was given to Chriſtians? Tt was 


plainly the (miraculous) Gifts of the Spirit, which they 


had, 


6 4--W--3 
had, and which the Fewws had not.” This Preference 
given to Chriſtiant, was juſt before expreſt by their 
becoming the Sons of God inflead of the Fews, Were 
the Gitts of the Spirit then the Ground of this Pr. 
ence? The Ground of their becoming the Sons of 
God? What an Aſſertion is this! And how little is 
it mended tho? I allow, that theſe Miraculous Gifts 
of the Spirit, were a Feſtimony that God acknowledged 


the Chriftians to be his People and not the Fexws : (ſince 


the Chriſtianus who work'd Miracles, did it not by the 
Works of the Law, but by the Hearing of Faith ?”) 
Your Lordſhip concludes, © From theſe Paſſages of 


Paul, compared together, it clearly follows, that the 
forementioned Teftimony of the Spirit, was the Publick 


Teflimony of miraculous Gitts—and, conſequently, the 
Witneſs of the Spirit, that awe are the Children of God, can- 
not poſſibly be applied, to the private Teflimony of the 


Spirit given to our own Conſciences, as is pretended by 
modern Entbuſfaſts. Page 20. ©: CY 
If your Conclufion, my Lord, will ſtand without the 
Premiſes it may: But that it has no Manner of Con- 


nection with them, I truſt does partly, and will more 
fully appear, when we view the whole Paſſage to which 
you refer. And I believe that Paſſage, with very little 
Comment, will prove, in direct Oppoſition to that Con- 
cluſion, that the Teſtimony of the Spirit there mention = 
ed, is not the publick Teftimony of miraculous Gifts, but 
muſt be applied to the private Teftimony of the Spirit, 
given to our own Conſciences. 


10. St. Paul begins the 8th Chapter of his Epiſtle 


to the Romans, with the great Privilege of every Chriſ- 


tian Believer, (whether Ferv or Gentile before) There is 


now 10 Condemnation for them that are in Chriſt Feſus, 


engrafted into him by Faith, who walk not after the 


Fleſh, but after the Spirit. For now every one of them 
may truly ſay, The Lary (or Power) of the Spirit of 


Tie ia Chrift Feſus (given unto me for his Sake) hath 
made me free from the Law (or Power) of Sin and Death. 


For that which the Law could not do, in that it <vas weak 
#hro* the Fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the Likeneſs 


of finful Fleſh, and for I ; when He condemned, 


(crucified, 


— RG AO — Pic os ee A ems 


(ww): 


(crucified, put to Death, deſtroyed) Sin in the Hb: 


That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 


 #vbo wwaik not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. For 
they that are after the Flejh, mind the Things of the Fieſh ; 
| Sit they that are after the Spirit, the Things of the Spirit, 
Verſe 1.—5. | 5 


I it not evident that the Apoſtle is here deſcribing a 


True Chriſtian, a Holy Believer ? In Oppoſition, not 
particularly to a Few, much leſs to the Fewih Lan, 
but to every unholy Man, to all, whether Fervs or Gen- 
tiles, wwho walk after the Fl? He goes on pes 


For, to be carnally-minded is Death ; but to be ſpiritr - 
ally-minded is Life and Peace. Becauſe the carnal Mind 


#s Enmity againſt GOD ; for it is not ſubjef to the Law 


of GOD; neither indeed can be. So then they that are in 


the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe GOD. Verſes 6, 7,8. 
The Oppoſition between a Holy and Unholy Man, 


is ſtill glaring and undeniable. But can any Man diſ- 


cern, the leaſt glimmering of Oppoſition, between the 
_ Chriſtian and the Jewiſh LAW? ET Tn nt 


The Apoſtle goes on, But ye are not in the Fleſh, but 


in the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of GOD dwell in you. 
Now if any Man have not the Spirit of CHRIST, he is none 
of His. But if CHRIST be in you, the Body is dead, be- 
cauſe of (or with Regard to) Sin, But the Spirit is Life 


becauſe of Righteouſneſs, But if the Spirit of Him that 


raiſed up Jesus from the Dead dwell in you, He that raiſed 
5 CurisT from the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 


odies by his Spirit which dkuelleih in you. Therefore, 


Brethren, ve are Debtors, not to the Fleſh, to live after the 
Fleſh. For if ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die; but if ye 


thro" the Spirit do mortify the Decds of the Body, ye ſhall 
live. Jor as many as are led by the Spirit of GOD, they are 


_ the Sons of GOD. Verſe 9—14 1 
Is there one Word here, is there any the leaſt Inti- 
mation of miraculous Gifts, or of the Fexvi/h Law ? 


It follows, For ye have not received the Spirit of Bon- 
dage again to fear (ſuch as all Sinners have, when they 
are firit ſtirred up to ſeek Gon, and begin to ſerve 


Fim from a flaviſhh Fear of Puniſhment) But ye have 


received th: Spirit of Adoption (of free Love) whereby wwe 
cry, Avba, Father, The Spirit itſelf (which GOD hath 


SY 


„ Ein forth into our Hearts, crying, Abba, Pather,) beareth 

2  Writneſs with our Spirit, that ave are the Children of God. 

bs Verſe 15, 16. 8 5 

5 I am now willing to leave it, without farther Com- 

54 ment, to the Judgment of every impartial Reader, 
whether it does not appear from the whole Scope 
2 and Tenor of the Text and Context taken together, 

t that this Paſſage does not refer to the Fewvi/h Law, nor 

„ do the publick Teflimony of Miracles : Neither of which 

5 can be dragged in, without putting the utmoſt Force 
on the natural Meaning of the Words. And if ſo, it 

5 will follow, that this Vitneſi of the Spirit is the private 

Teftimony given to our own Conſciences : Which, conſe- 
5 quently all ſober Chriſtians may claim, without any 
2 Danger of Enthuſiaſm. 555 . 


11. But 1 go on (ſays your Lordſhip, Page 21.) to 
= the Conſideration of the other Paſſages in the ſame 
„ Chapter, relating to our Praying by the Spirit, namely at 
> | Verſe 26 and 27, which runs thus, Litewiſe the Spirit 

alſo helpeth our Infirmitics:; For we know not what we | 

7 Should pray for as wve ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh 
; Iunterceſſtion for us, with Groznings which cannot be uttered. 
; And He that ſearcheth the Hearts, knoweth what is the 
? Mind of the Spirit, beeauſe he maketh Interceſſon for the 
Saints, according to the Will of God. Oy 
. Here is a Circumſtance highly needful to be obſerved, 
l bdefore we enter upon this Queſtion. Your Lordſhip 
undertakes to fix the Meaning of an Expreſſion uſed 
| by St. Paul, in the 14th Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to 
| the Corinthians. And in order thereto, you laboriouſly 
5 explain Part of the 8th Chapter to the Romans. My 
| Lord, how is this? Will it be ſaid, Why is is often 

alledged to prove the wrong Senſe of at Scripture? 

I conceive this will not ſalve the Matter at all. Your 

| Lordſhip had before laid down a particular Method, as 

the only ſure one whereby to diſtinguiſn what Scrip- 

_ tures belong to all Chriſtians, and what do not. This 

Method is, the Confidering the Occaſion and Scope of 

thoſe Paſſages, by comparing the Text and Context 
together. You then propoſe, by the Uſe of this Me- 
thod, to ſhew, that mo Texts have been miſapplied 


—  —— — — — ” 
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a How 3s that evinced to be the Caſe here? 


1 


by Enthufafts. One of theſe is the 15th Verſe of the 


14th Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. And 


to ſhew, that Enthuſiaſts have miſapplied this, you com- 


ment on the Sth Chapter to the Romans 


However, let us weigh the Comment itſelf. The 
material Part of it begins thus: (p. 22.) Now he 
agcdds another Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity : Like- 
wiſe the Spirit helpeth our Infirmities (or our Difireſſes, for 
&Iepziars ſigniſies both.“ I doubt that: I require au- 


thority for it. And then he mentions, in what In- 
ſtances he does ſo, viz. In Prayers to God about Af- 


flictions— (In nothing elſe, my Lord? Did He help 
their Infirmities, in no other Inſtance than this?) „e 


doro not, ſays he, <vhat wwe ſhould pray for, as abe ought. 


Tur 15, whether it be beſt for us to bear Aﬀictions, 
or to be delivered from them. But the Spirit, OR the 


Gift of the Spirit, inſtructs us how to pray in a Manner 


| agreeable to the Will of God.“ he Spirit, OR the 
1 _ of the Spirit! What marvellous Reaſoning is this? 
If th 


E:2 © are often put for each other,” What then? 


12. The Apoſtle goes on, The Spirit itſelf (p. 23.) 


 augheth Intercęſſion for us, with Groantngs which cannot be 
_ wttered: THAT 18, the ſpiritual or inſpired Perſon prayed 
in that Capacity for the whole Aſſembly.“ „ Trar 
1s!“ Nay, that is again the very Point to be proved, 
elſe we get not one Step farther. VV 


The Apoſtle goes on thus, verſe 27. And He that : 
(p- 24.) ſearcheto the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind 


of the Spirit (THAT 18, of the /þ;ritual or inſpired Per- 
| fon) becauſe He maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 


cording to the Will of God. Trar 1s, God knows the 


Intention of the ſpiritual Perſon, who has the Gift of 
Prayer, which he uſcs ſor the Benefit of the whole 


Aſſembly; He, I ſay, leaves it entirely to God, whether 


it be beſt that they ſhould ſuffer Afflictions, or be deli - 


vered from hens” Fage 28. ono 

My Lord, this is mote aſtoniſhing than all the reſt ! 
I was expecting all along in reading the preceding Pages 
{and ſo I ſuppoſe, was every thinking Reader) when 


your Lordſhip would mention, that the Perſon mira- 


culouſly 


(- 335 
culoufly inſpired for that Intent, and praying, zr Oed 


either for the Support or Deliverance of the People, 


| ſhould hate the very Petition which he aſked of bim. 
Whereas you intended no ſuch Thing! But ſhut up the 
Whole with that lame and impotent B « He 
leaves it to Gob, whether it be beſt they ſhould ſuffer 
All &'ons, or he delivered from them.” 
_ Had he then that miraculous Gift of Gop, that he 
might do what any common Chriſtian might hare done 
without it? Why any Perſon in the Congregation 


might have prayed thus: Nay could not pray other- | 

_ wiſe, if he had the ordinary Grace of Gop: ** Leaving | 
it to Gop whether he ſhould ſuffer Afflictions ſtill, or be 
delivered from them.” Was it only in the Apoſtolical } 


Age, that the Spirit inſtructed Chriſtians hn to 
pray?“ Cannot a Man pray bus, either for himſelf or 
others, unleſs he have the miraculous Gift of Prayer ?— | 
So, according to your Lordſhip's Judgment, To pray }; 
in ſuch a Manner, as in the - At to leave the Conti- 1 
nuance of our Sufferings, or our Deliverance from them 
with a due Submiſſion to the good Pleaſure of Gop,” is 
one of thoſe ** extraordinary 8 of the Spirit,“ 
which none now pretend to but modern Erthu/iafls!”* ? 
I beſeech your Lordſhip to conſider. Can you cooly | 
maintain, that the praying with a due Submiſſion to 
the Will of Gop,” even in heavy Affliction, is a miracu- 
leus Gift? An extraordinary Operation of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Is this peculiar to the primitive Times? Is it what zone | 
but Enthuſiaſts now pretend to? If not, then your 
_ Lordſhip's own Account of Praying by the Spirit indif- | 
pony proves, that this is one of the ordinary Privi- } 
leges of all Chriſtians, to the End of the World, 
13. I go on (your Lordſhip adds) to another Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture, that has been entirely (p. 27.) miſ- | 
applied by modern ZExthu/ia/!s. 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 1 
my Speech and my Preaching were not with enticing Words | 
of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
Poder; that your Faith ſhould not fland in the Wiſdom of | 
Man, but in the Poxver of GOD.” Page 9. 
lt is only neceſſary to evince, that by the Demoun- 
ration of the Spirit and of Power is meant the Demon- 
„ 6 ſtration 


%%% 5 
ſtration of the Truth cf Chriſtianity, that ariſes from 
the Prophecies of the Old Tefament and the Miracles of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” Yes, it is neceſſary farther to 
evince, that theſe Words have =o other r But 

el 


firſt, How will you evince, that they bear this 
der thereto, your Lordſhip argues thus: 
& The former /eems to be the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit, with regard to the prophetical Teſtimonies of 
bim. - And the Demonſtration of Porver, muſt ſguiſy the 
Power of God, exerted in Miracles.“ (p. 30.) Muſt;” 
Why ſo? That Abrauts often ſignifies miraculous 
Porver, is allowed—But what follows? That it 1 
mean ſo in this Place? That fiill remains to be proved. 
Indeed your Lordſhip ſays, this „ appears from the 
following Verſe, in which is aſſigned the Reaſon for 
uſing this Method of proving Chriſtianity to be true, 
wiz. That your Faith ſhould not Rand in the Wiſdom of 
Man but in the Power of God. By the Power of God 


n or- 


LY TaxErEFort muſt necefſirily be underſtood, the Mira- 


cles performed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” By the il- 
lative Particle, zhersfore, this Propoſition ſhould be an 
Inference from ſome other: But what other I cannot yet 
diſcern. So that, for the preſent I can only look upon 
it, as a feſh Inſtance of begging the Queſtion. | 
He goes on ia the 7th, 1oth and following Verſes, 
to explain this Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power.” 
But he does not ſay one Syllable therein, either of the 
ancien? Prophecies, or of Miracles, Nor will it be eafily 
proved, that he ſpeaks either of one or the other, from 
the Beginning of the Chapter to the End. : 
After wantribiog the 13th Verſe, which Things alſo 
we ſpeak, not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
Things *vith ſpiritual, your Lordſhip adds, From which 
laſt Paſlage it appears, that the Words which the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſaid zo zeach, mu be the Prophetical Revelati- 
ons of the Old Teflament, which were diſcovered to the 
Apoſtles by the ſame Spirit. I cannot apprehend, how 
this appears. I cannot as yet ſee any Connection at all 
between the Premiſſes and the Concluſion, 
3 Upon 


1 


Man, to read over this whole Chapter; and then he 
will eaſily judge, what is the natural Meaning of the 
Words in Queſtion: And whether (altho? it be allowed, 


That they were peculiarly fulfilled in the Apoſtles, yet) 8 
they do not maniteſtly belong, in a lower Senſe, to 
every true Miniſter of Chriſt? For what can be more 
undeniable than this, That or Preaching alſo is vain, 
unlels it be attended with te Power of that Spirit, who 
alone pierceth the Heart? And that your Hearing is 


vain, unleſs the ſame Power be preſent io heal your Soul, 


and to give you a Faith which flardcth not in the Wi 2 | | 


dom of Man, but in the Power of God? 


14. Another Paſſage that (your Lordſhip thinks) 


has been miſapplied by Enthuſiaſts, but was really 


peculiar to the Times of the Apoſtles, 1 is 1 John ii. 20. 


and 27. (p. 35.) Ie have an Uuction from the Hol 
One, and ye know all Things. But the Anoint- 


ing which ye have received of him abideth in ou: And 


Je need not that any Man teach you, but as the ſame 
Anointing teacheth yon of all Things, and is Truth, and 

is no Lie, Aud even as it bath taught you, ye ſhall abide 5 
in him.” Here the Apoſtle arms the true Chriſtians 


againſt Seducers, by an Argument drawn from the 
Union, from the Holy One, that was in or rather among 


them : that is, from the Immediate Sores of fome - 


of their Teachers.” p. 37. 


Here it reſts upon your Lordſhip, to prove (as well as 
affirm) 1. That #y ſhould be tranſlated among: 2. That 


this action from the Holy One means, 6 The Inſpiration 
| of ſome of their Teachers.” 

The latter your Lordſhip attempts to prove thus: 
* The Inſpired Teachers of old were fer apart for 


that Office, by an Extraordinary Effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt: Therefore, p. 38 


The Undlion from the Holy One here,” means ſuch an | | 


Effuſion. 1 deny the Conſequence ; ; fo the Queſtion is 
_ till to be proved. 


Your Lordſhip's ſecond Argument i is * from the 
_ 26th Verſe of the 14th Chapter of Re John's Goſpel, 


C4: Propoſed 4 


Upon the Whole, I defire any calm and ſerious 


* 
— .— — — . —— 2 


Propoſed 3 in Form, it will ſtand thus : : 


«If thoſe Wards, He ſhall ae Jon all Things, relate 
only to a Miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, then theſe. 

Words, The ſame Anointing tracheth you of all Things, re · 
= late to the ſame Miraculous Gift: 


But thoſe Words relate only to a Miraculous Gi ft: 
Therefore theſe relate to the ſame.” 


"6 conceive, it will not be very eaſy to make good the 5 
Conſequence i in the firſt Propoſition. But I deny the 


5 Minor alſo: the Contradictory wher eto, 1 truſt, has 128 1 


1 grant indeed, That theſe Words were more eminent- 
hb fulfill d, in the Age of the Apoſtles. But this is al- 


together conſiſtent with their belonging in 4 locver Senſe 
to all Chriſtians, in all Ages: Seeing they have all need 


of an Union from the Hoy One, a Supernatural Aſſiſt- 
ance from the Holy Ghoſt, that they may know in rhe 
due Uſe of all proper Means, all Things needful for their 
Souls Health. Therefore it is no Enthyfiaſm to teach, 


That the Union from the Holy One, belongs to all Chriſli- 
ans in all Ages, 


1.5. There is one Topic of you Lordſhip? s yet un- 


touch'd; that is Authority: One you have very fre- 
uently made uſe of, and wherein, probably, the Gene - 
rality of Readers ſuppoſe Your Lordſhip's great Strength 


lies. And indeed when your Lordſhip firſt mentioned, 
(p- 11.) „The general Senſe of the Primitive Church, * 
I preſumed you would have produced fo numerous Au- 


thorities, that I ſhould not eafily be able to conſult them 
all. But 1 ſoon found my Miſtake ; your Lordſhip 


naming only Chry/ oflom, Ferome, Origen, and Athanaſius. 


However, tho' theſe Four can no more be term'd the 


Primitive Church, than the Church Univerſal, yet 1 
conſent to abide by their Suffrage. Nay, I will go a2 


Step farther ſtill. If any two of theſe affirm, that thoſe 


8 Texts belong only to the Apeſtolical Age, and xo! to 


the Chriflians of ſucceding Ti inen, 1 { wil give up the whole 
Cauſe. | 


But let it be obſerved : If they ſhould tm, that 


heſe — belong to che Chriflians of the GEES 
| * , 


>. . 1 
Age, that does not prove the Point, becauſe they may 
in a ſecondary Senſe belong to others notwithſtanding: 


Nor does any of them ſpeak home to the Queſtion, un- 


leſs he maintain in expreſs Terms, that theſe Texts reter 


only to the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, and not at all 


to the State of ordinary Chriſtians. i 
16. Concerning thoſe three Texts, Fohn xiv. ver. 16. 
and the 26, and John xvi. ver. 13. I couldealily add 
_ (fays your Lordſhip, “) the Authorities of Chry/o//om and 
the other ancient Commentators.” St. Chry/offom's Au- 
thority I will conſider now, and that of the others, when 
W da produced. Ons | Eg 
N 
13. but alſo both the Paſſages in the 14th Chapter, as 
trimarily belonging to the Apoſtles. Yet Part of his 
Comment on the 26th Verſe, is as follows. | 
& Such is that Grace (of tbe Comforter) that if it 


finds Sadneſs, it takes it away; if evil Deſire, it con- 
It caſts out Fear, and ſuffers him that re- 


ſumes it. 


Ceives it to be a Man no longer, but tranſlates him, as 
it were, into Heaven. Hence none of them counted any 


Thing his own, but continued in Prayer, with Gladneſs 
and Singlene/s of Heart, For this chie/ly is there Need 


of the Holy Ghoſt. For the Fruit of rhe Sp.rit is Joy, 
Peace, Faita, Meekneſs. 
grieve ; but that Grief is ſweeter than Joy. For what- 


ever is of the Spirit, is the greateſt Gain, as whatever 


is of the World, is the greateſt Loſs. Let us there fore 


in keeping the Commandments” (according to our 


Lord's Exhortations, ver. 15.) “ ſecure the unconquer- 


inferior to Angels.“ | 


able Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, and we | ſhall be nothing . | 


St. Chry/ſoflom here, after he had ſhewn, that the F 
Promiſe of the Comforter primarily belonged to the if 
Apoſtles: (And whoever queſtioned it?) undeniably ⁵⁶ 
teaches, That in a /econdary Senſe, it belongs to all 


Chriſtians : To all ſpiritual! Mer, all who keep the Com- 


mandments. I appeal therefore to all Mankind, Whe- 


ther his Authority touching the Promiſe of our Lord iu 


theſe Texts, does not overthrow the Propoſition it was 
Alto 


C 5 


cited to prove? = 
* Page 15. 
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Altho' your Lordſhip names no other Author here, 


ret Page 42, you ſay, The aſſigned Senſe of theſe 


Paſſages was confirmed by the Authority of Origen.” 


It is needful therefore to add, what occurs in his Works | 


with regard to the preſent Queſtion. 
He occaſionally mentions this Promiſe of our Lord, 


in four ſeveral Places. But it is in one only that he 
ſpeaks pertinently to the Point in Hand, (Vol. II. p. 


403. Edit. Bened.) where his Words are theſe : 


When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide — into 


all Truth, and he <vill teach you all things. ** The Sum 
of all good Things conſiſts in this, that a Man be found 
worthy to receive the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Otherwiſe, nothing will be accounted perfect in him, 


who hath not the Holy Spirit.“ 
Do theſe Words confirm that ** Senſe of thoſe Paſ- 


= ſages which your Lordſhip had afhigned 7? Rather do 
they not utterly overturn it? And prove = above) 
that altho' this Promiſe of our Lord, primarily belongs 


to the Apoſtles, yet in the ſecondary Senſe it belongs 


| (according to Origes' $ Judgment) to all Chriſtians 1 in all 


n 


17. The fourth Text mentioned as belonging to the 
firſt Chriſtians only, is Rom. vin. 15, 16, and p. 26. it 


is ſaid, „ This Interpretation is confirmed by the Au- 


thority of the moſt eminent Fathers.“ The Reader is 
particularly referred to Origen and Ferom in locum. But 


here ſeems to be a Miſtake of the Name. Jerom in locum i 


mould mean, Ferom upon the Place, upon Rom. viii. 


153, 16. But I cannot perceive, that there is one Word 


upon that Place, in all St. Jeroms Works. 


Nor indeed has Origen commented upon it any | 


more than Ferom. Bur he ANY mentions it in 
theſe Words: 


He is a Babe whe; 18 fed with Milk —but if he ſocks 
the Things that are above—without Doubt he will be 


of the Number of thoſe, who receive not the Spirit of 
Bondage again unto Fear, but the Spirit of Adoption, thro' 


whom they cry, Abba, Father.” Vol. I. p. 79. 
Again, „The Fulneſs of Time is come—when they 
Who are willing, receive the Adoption, as Paul teaches 
in theſe Words, Ye bave not received the _—_ Bon- 


dage 


pP. 231, 232, 


07. 
dage again unto Fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father And it is writ- 
ten in the Goſpel according to St. Fohn, To as many as 
received Him, to them gave he Power to become the Sons 

of God, enen to them that believe in His Name.“ Vol. bo 


Vet again, © Every one that is born of God, and 
doth not commit Sin, by his very Actions ſaith, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, 2he Spirit i7/elf bearing Ii 21 
| 12 with their Spirit, that they are the Children of God,” _ 
According to Or:gen therefore, this Teſttmony of the 
Spirit, is not any pie Teitimony by Miracles, pe- 
culiar to the firſt Times, but an ward Teſtimony, 
belonging in common to all that are born of God. And 
_ conſequently the Authority of Origen does not con- 
firm that Interpretation” neither ; but abſolutely de- 
28, The laſt Authority your Lordſhip appeals to on ⁵ 
this Text is, That of the great Jolu Chryſoſtom, who 
_ reckons the Tefimony of the Spirit of Adoption by which 
we cry, Abba, Father! among the miraculous Giſts of 
the Spirit.” „I rather chuſe (your Lordſhip adds, 
p- 26.) to refer you to the Words of St. Chry/oftom, 
than to tranſcribe them here, as having almoſt tranſlat- 
ed them in the preſent Account of the 7e/timony of the 
Spirit.” 5 V Dk 
333 I believe it will not be Labour loſt, to 
tranſcribe a few of thoſe Words, 7 
It is in his Comment on the 14th Verſe, that he firſt 
mentions St, Paul's Compariſon between a Few and a 
_ Chriſtian. How fairly your Lordſhip has repreſented 
this, let every 1 Megs | ĩ ĩ ͤ 45 
A many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
Sons of God. ———— * Whereas the ſame Title 
had been given of old to the Jews alſo, —he ſhews 
in the Sequel, how great a Difference there is, be- 
tween that Honour and this. For tho', ſays he, tge 
Titles are the ſame, yet the Things are not. And 
he plainly proves it, by comparing both what they 
had received, and what hop looked for. And fir 


1 

he ſhews what they had received, viz. A Spirit of Ben- 
dage. Therefore he adds, Ye have not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again unto Fear : but ye have received 
the Spirit of Adoption. What means the Spirit of Fear ? 
——— Obſerve their whole Life, and you will know clear- 


ly. For Puniſhments were at their Heels, and much 
Fear was on every ſide, and before their Face — But 


with us it is not ſo. For our Mind and Conſcience are 
cleans'd, ſo that we do all Things well, not for fear of 
preſent Puniſhment, but thro? our Love of God, and an 
Habit of Victue. They therefore, tho' they were cal- 
led Sons, yet were as Slaves; but we, being made free, 
have received the Adoption, and look not for a Land of 
Milk and Honey, but for Heaven.“ 5 5 
He brings alſo another Proof, That we have 


the Spirit of Adoption, by which, fays he, we cry, Abba, a 


Father,—— This is the firſt Word we utter, jpae74 7s 
 Bavunc as wdiivas ehilvas, xd, Ty, Favor nat Tapadoroy 
 AvYytvnaroy vow! : after thoſe amazing Throes (or 
Birth-Pangs) and that ſtrange and wonderful Manner 
JJ „„ „%% ͤũ q 
_ 4 He brings yet another Proof of the Superiority 
of thoſe who had this Spirit of Adoption. The Spirit itſelf 
beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that awe are the Children of 
God. I prove this, ſays he, not only from the Voice 
itſelf, but alſo from the Cauſe whence that Voice pro- 
ceeds. For the Spirit ſuggeſts the Words while we thus 
ſpeak, which he hath elſewhere expreſt more plainly, 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father! But what is, The Spirit bearetb 
Witneſs æuith our Spirit? He means, The Paraclete by 
the Gift given unto us.“ (But that this was an Extraor- 
dinary Giit, we have no Intimation at all, neither be fore 
nor after) And when the Spirit beareth Witneſs, what 
Doubt is left? If a Man or an Angel ſpake, ſome might 
doubt. But when the Moſt High beareth Witneſs to 
us, who can doubt any longer?“ 


Now let any reaſonable Man judge how far your 
Lordihip has 4+ tranſlated the Words of St. Chry/oftom ? 
And whether he reckons the Teſtimony of the Spirit 
 amcny the Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ?“ Or 


among 


JJ 
among thoſe Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit of Chrift, 
which if a Man have not, he is none of His? 
19. The Fifth Text your Lordſhip quotes, as de- 


ſcribing a Miraculous Gift of the Spirit, is 1 Cor. xiv. 
15: To prove which, you comment on the 8th Chap- 
ter to the Romans, particularly the 26th Verſe: And 


here again it is ſaid, That the Interpretation aſſigned, 


is confirmed by ſeveral of the moſt eminent Fathers, | 
more eſpecially the Great John Chryſaſtom, as well as by 


| Origen and Ferome upon the Place.” 


I cannot find St. Jerome to have writ one Line 1 pον 
the Place. And it is obvious, that St. Chryſefom ſuppoſ- 
es, the whole Context from the 17th to the 25th Verſe, 


to relate to all Chriſtians in all Ages. How this can be 


ſaid to confirm the Interpretation aſſigned,” I cannot 

conjecture. Nay, it is remarkable, that he expounds the 

| former Part of the 26th Verſe, as deſcribing the Ordi- 
mary Privilege of all Chriſtians. Thus far, therefore, 

be does not confirm, hut overthrow © the Interpreta- 
tion before aſſigned.” But in the Middle of the Verſe he 
breaks off, and expounds the latter Part, as deſcribing 


one of the Miraculous Gifts. | 


Yet I muſt do the Juſtice to this Venerable Man to 


obſerve, He does not ſuppoſe that Miraculous Gift was 

given, only that the inſpired might do what any Ordi- 

_ wary Chriſtian might have done without it. (This In- 

terpretation even of the latter Part of the Verie, he does 

in no wiſeconfirm) But that he might aſk in every parti- 
cular Circumſtance, the determinate Thing which it 
was the Will of God to give. . 


20. The Third Father by whom it is faid this In er- 


pretation is confirmed is Origen. The firſt Paſſage of 


his, which relates to Rom. viii. 26. runs thus: (Vol. 
„ - 85 N 


Paul perceiving how far he was, after all theſe 


Things, from knowing to pray for what he ought as he 
_ ought, ſays, We know not what awe ſhould pray for as we 
ought. But he adds, whence what 1s wanting may be 
had by one who indeed does not know, but labours 
to be found worthy of having the Defect ſupplied. 
For he ſays, Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our In- 


fir mities, ** For qe know not what vue ſhould pray 


Jer 
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( 62 ) 


un, auith Groanings which cannot be uttered. And He that 
fearcheth the Hearts kaoweth what is the Mind of the Spi- 
rit; becauſe he maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, according 
to the Will of God. The Spirit which crieth Abba, Fa- 
ther, in the Hearts of the Saints, knowing well our 
_ Groanings in this Tabernacle, mateth Intercefſion for 113 
to God, qvith Groanings which cannot be uttered. To the 
ſame Effect is that Scripture, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. I will 
Pray with the Spirit, I will pray with the Underflandimg 
alſo. For our Underſtanding (or Mind 8 s) cannot 


pray, if the Spirit do not pray before it, and the Un- 


derſtanding, as it were, liſten to it.“ 


Again (Vol. II. p. 146.) „I would know, how the 
Saints cry to God without a Voice. The Apoſtle ſhews, 


God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, 


crying Abba, Father! And he adds, The Spiri: itſelf 


maketh Interceſſion for us, with Groanings which cannot be 


uttered. And again, He that ſtarcheth the Hearts, know- 


etb what is the Mind of the Spirit, becauſe He maketh In- 
 terceſſion for the Saints according to the Will of God, 
Thus therefore, the Spirit making Interceſſion tor us 


with God, the Cry of the Saints is heard without a 


Voice,” 
Once more, in his Homily on Foſhue, (Vol. II. p. 419.) 


4e Jeſus, our Lord, doth not forſake us; but altho' 


when we would pray, ve bow not what to pray for as 
_ ave ought, yet the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us 


With Groanings which cannot be uttered. Now the Lord 
is that Spirit: The Spirit aſſiſts our Prayers, and offers 
them to God with Groanings which we cannot expreſs 
o ES 5 
Il believe all Rational Men will obſerve from hence, 
That Origen is ſo far from confirming, that he quite 
overturns your Lordſhip's Interpretation of the 16th as 
well as the 26th Verſe of this Chapter: Seeing, in his 
Judgment, both that Teſtimony of the Spirit, and this 
| Prayer belong to all Chriſtians in all Ages. 
221. The Sixth Scripture which your Lordſhip has 


undertaken to ſhew, ** relates only to the Apoſtolical 


Tire; 


for as we ought. But the Spirit igſelf maketh Intereſſſion for 


ou 7 
Times,“ is 1 Cor. ii. 4, . And „ this Interpretation 
alſo (it is ſaid) is confirm'd by the Authority of Chry/o/- 
tom, Origen, and other ancient Writers.” (p. 33.) 
With thoſe other Ancient Writers” I have no Concern 
yet. St, Chryſeſſom ſo far confirms this Interpretation, 
as to explain that whole Phraſe, the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit and of Power, of the Power of the Spirit ſhewn 
by Miracles,” But he ſays not one Word, of any 

« Proof of the Chriſtian Religion, ariſing from the 
Types and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament? 


| Origen has theſe Words (Vol. I. p. 321.) 


© Our Word has a certain peculiar Demonſtration, 
more Divine than the Grecian, Logical Demonſtration. 
This the Apoſtle terms, The Demonſtration of the Spirit 
and of Power: Of the Spirit, becauſe of the Prophe- 
cCies, ſufficient to convince any one, 13 of the 
Things that relate to Chriſt; of Power, becauſe of the 
Miraculous Powers, ſome Footſteps of which ſtill re- 
„„ N 1 
Hence we may doubtleſs infer, That Origen judged 
this Text to relate, in its primary Senſe to the Apoſtles: 
But can we thence infer, That he did not judge it to 
belong, in a lower Senſe, to all true Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
Let us hear him ſpeaking for himſelf in the ſame 
_ Treatiſe (p. 377. - | 
And my Speech and my Preaching were not with entic- 
ing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration” of the 
Spirit and of Power : That your Faith ſhould not land in 
the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. Thoſe 
who hear the Word preached cuir Power, are themſelves 
filled cui Poxver,” (N. B. Not the Power of working 
Miracles) which they demonſtrate both in their Diſpoſi- 
tion, and in their Life, and in their ſtriving for the 
Truth unto Death. But ſome, altho' they profeſs to 
believe, have not this Power of God in them, but are 
empty thereof“ 5 
(Did Origen then believe, that the Power mentioned 
in this Text, belonged ozly to the Apoſtolical Age 8 


( 64 ) 


* See the Force of the Word, conquering Believers 


by a Perſuaſiveneſs attended with the Power of God! 


I ſpeak this to ſhew the Meaning uf them that ſaid, 
And my Speech and my Preaching were not with the enticing 


Words of Men's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit 


end of Pouer; That your Faith ſhould not fand in the 


Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power of God. This Divine 
Say ing means, That what is ſpoken is not ſufficient of 
itſelf (altho' it be true and moſt worthy to be believed) 


to pierce a Man's Soul, if there be not alſo a certain 


| Power from God given to the Speaker, and Grace bloom 
upon what is ſpoken, and this Grace cannot be but from 


God. 5 
After obſerving, That this is the very paſſage which 


= your Lordſhip mentions at the Cloſe of the other (but 


does not cite) I deſire every unprejudiced Perſon to 


Judge, whether Or:gex does not clearly determine, That 


the Poxver, ſpoken of in this Text, is in ſome Meaſure 
given to all True Minitters in all Ages ?. 


22. The Laſt Scripture which your Lordſhip a 


 & to be pe -ulizr to the Times of the Apoitles,” is that 


in the fir . of St. Fobn, erg the Uneton of 


the Holy © 


To — 2 this Interpretation, we are refer: ed to the 


Authority of Origen and Chry/o//om, on the Parallel Paſ- 


ſages in St. John s Goſpel,” (p. 42.) 
But it has appeared, That both theſe Fathers ſuppoſe 


tho e Paſſages to belong to all Chriſtians. And conſe- 


qu-n:ly their Authority (if theſe are Parallel Paſlages) 
; 8 tu] ag nit this Interpretation. 1 
Your Lordſhip ſubjoĩns, „I ſhall here ovly add that 


; of the Great Athana/ius, who (in his Epiſtle to Serapion) 
int rprets The UDudtion from the Holy One, not merely of 
Di ine Grace, but of the mee. Gifts of the 


Holy Spirit.“ 
Nav, it is enough, if he interprets it at all of Ordi- 
wary G ace, ſuch as is common to all Chriſtians, 


And this your Lordſhip allows he does, But I cannot 
allow that he interprets it of any Thing elſe. I cannot 


perceive, That he interprets it 27 all, of the Extraor- 
Geary Gifts of the * Spirit.“ 
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His Words are, &« The Holy Spirit is called, and is, 
The Unction and the Seal. For John writes, The 
 Hnointing which ye have received of him, abideth in you; 
and ye need not that any Man {hould teach you, but as his 
 Anointing, his Spirit, He teacheth you Fall Things. Again, 

it is written in the Prophet J/aiah, Ile Spirit of the 
i Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anoinicd me, And Paul 


writes thus; In whom alſo ye were ſealed. And again, 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, wherchy ge are ſealed 


unto the Day of Redemption. This Anointing is the 
Breath of the Son, ſo that he who hath the Spirit may 
ſay, We are the feveet ſmelling Savour of Chriſt, Beca 0 
ve are Partakers of the Holy Spirit, we have the Son: 
And having the Son, we have the Spirit Hing in our 
Hearts, Abba Father.” 


And fo, in his Oration againſt the Arians. 


He ſendeth the Spirit of His Son into our Hearts, crying, 

Abba, Father. His Son in us, invoking the Father, 
makes Him to be called our Father. Er 

cannot be called Their Father, who have not the Son 


in their Hearts.” 


Is it not eaſy to be obſerved here, 1. That Heathafus 1 
makes That Teflimony of the Spirit, Common to all the 


Children of God: 2. That be jons The Anointing of the 


Holy One, with that Seal of the Spirit 1 all that 
ter rſevere are ſealed to the Day of Redemption : And 3. 
hat he does not, e this Paſlage, ſpeak of the 


Extraordinary Gifts at all ? 


Therefore, upon the Whole, The Senſe of the Pri- 
mĩtive Church, ſo far as it can be gathered from the 


Authors above cited, is, That . altho* ſome of theſe 


Scriptures primarily refer, to thoſe Extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, which were given to the Apoſtles and a 


few other Perſons in the Apoſtolical Age : yet they re- 


fer alſo, in a ſecondary Senſe, to thoſe Ordinary Opera- 

tions of the Holy Spirit, which all the Children of God 

do and will experience, even to the End of the World.” 
23- What I mean by The Ordinary Operations wei. 


= Gheft, I ſum up in the Words of a Modern 


« Sancti 


tainly God 
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44 ganctification being oppoſed to our Corruption, 


and anſwering fully to the Latitude thereof, whatſo- 
ever of Holineſs and Perfection is wanting in our Na- 


ture, muſt be ſupplied by the Spirit of God. Where- 
fore ſeeing by Nature we are totally void of all Saving 


Truth, and under an Impoſſibility of knowing the Will 
of God; this Spirit ſearcheth all Things, yea, even the 
2 Things of God, and revealeth them unto the Sons of 


n, ſo that thereby the Darkneſs of their Underſtand- 


ing is expelled, and they are inlighten'd with the Know- 
ledge of God. The ſame Spirit which rewealeth the Ob- 
_ X of Faith generally to the Univerſal Church, doth 


alſo illuminate the Underſtanding of ſuch as believe, 
that they may receive the Truth. For Faith is the Gift 


e God, not only in the Object, but alſo in the Act. 
And this Gift 1s a Gift of the Holy Ghoſt working 
within us—And as the Increaſe of Perfection, ſo the 
Original of Faith is from the Spirit of God, by an In- 
ternal Illumination of the Soul.” 8 
The Second Part of the Office of the Holy Ghoſt. 
is, the Renewing of Man in all the Parts and Faculties 
of his Soul. For our Natural Corruption conſiſting in 
an Averſation of our Wills, and a Depravation of our 
_ AﬀeRtions, an Inclination of them to the Will of God, 

is wrought within us by the Spirit of God,” 


„ The Third Part of this Office is, To lead, di- 
rect and govern us in our Actions and Converſations. 
If we live in the Spirit, quickened by his Renovation, 
we mult alſo walk in the Spirit, following his Direction, 
led by his Manuduction. We are alſo animated and 
actuated by the Spirit of God, who giveth both 10 9wil! 
and to do: And * as many as are thus led by the 


7 wm of God, are the Sons of God. Moreover, that 
3 is Direction may prove more effectual, we are guided | 
in our Prayers by the ſame Spirit: According to 
the Promiſe, I will pour 1 the Houſe of David, 

and upon the Inhabitants 127 
| Grace and Supplication. (Zech. xii. 10.) Whereas then 
| this is the Confidence which we have in Him, that if 


eruſalem the Spirit of 


ae 
* Rom. Ville 14. 
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cube aſk any Thing according to his Will, He beareth ns? 
And whereas ewe know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought, * the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with 
Groanings which cannot be uttered : And 4 He that ſearch» 
th the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe he maketh Inter ceſſion for the Saints, according to the 
ili of GOD. From which Interceſſion“ made for all 
true Chriſtians) “ he hath the $ Name of the Paraclete 


given him by Cuz1sT, who ſaid, 7 will pray the Father, 


and He will give you another Paraclete. For if any Man 
fn, wwe have a Paraclete with the Father, IEsus CHRIST 


the Righteous, ſaith St. John: NM ho maketh Interceſſion for 


1, faith St. Paul, (Rom. viii. 34.) And we have 


another Paraclete, ſaith our Saviour: & Which alſo mad- 
eth Tnterceſſion for us, ſaith St. Paul, A Paraclete then, 


in the Notion of the Scriptures, is an Interceſſor.“ 


It is alſo the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, to aſſure as 
of the Adoption of Sons, to create in us a Senſe of the 
paternal Love of Gop towards us, to give us an Ear- 

neſt of our everlaſting Inheritance. The Lowe of GOD 
is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is 
given unto us, For as many as are led by the Spirit of 


Go, they are the Sons of GoD. And becauſe we are Sons, 
Gop hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, 
crying Abba, Father. ** For we hare not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again to fear, but we have received the 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby wwe cry, Abba, Father : The 
Spirit itſelf bearing Witneſs with our Spirit that we are the 
Children of Gop. OY. 


As therefore we are born again by the Spirit and : 
receive from him our Regeneration, ſo we are alſo by 
the ſame Spirit aſſured of our Adoption. Becauſe being 


Sons we are alſo Heirs, Heirs of Gob and Foint Heirs 
with Cyr isT, by the ſame Spirit we have the Pledge, 


or rather the Karneſt of our Inheritance. For He which 


eftabliſheth us in ChRxIST, and hath anointed us is Gon ; 


who hath alſo ſealed us, and hath given us the Earneſt 
of his Spirit in our Hearts: So that wwe are ſealed with 
5 e _ that 


* Verſe 26. . + Ver. 29+ 1 John xiv. 16, 26. 
John xiv, 16. 5 Rom. viii, 27, ** Ver. 15, 16. 
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that Holy Spirit of Promiſe, avhich is the Earneſt of our 
Inheritance. The Spirit of God, as given unto us in 
this Life, is to be looked upon as an Earneſt, being 
Part of that Reward which is promiſed, and, upon Per- 


formance of the Covenant which God hath made with 


Us, cerianly tc: be received.“ . 


thote Paſſages, which relate tothe Union from the Holy 
One, depends on the Scute of thoſe other Paflages of 
Holy Scripiure, parti ularly, thoſe in St. Fobn's Goſpel.” 
Nod ii %, then theſe Words fix the Senſe of the ſix 
cout of the {even Texts in Queſtion : And every one of 


them, in the Judgmeat of this Writer, deſcribes the 


Ordinary Gifts b<=it»wed on all Chriſtians, 


It now reſts with your Lordſhip, to take your Choice; 
either to condemn or to acquit both. Either your Lord- 


| ſhip mult condemn Biſhop Pearſon for an Enthufiaf?, (a 
Man no Ways inferior to Biſhop Chry/o/om :) Or you 
muſt acquit me: For I have his expreſs Authority on 
my Side, concerning every Text which I affirm to be- 
JJ 
234. But I have greater Authority than his, and ſuch 
as I reverence, only leſs than that of the Oracles of 
God, I mean, that of our own Church, I ſhall cloſe 
this Head, by ſetting down what occurs in her authen- 
tic Records, concerning either our receiving the Holy 
 Ghgſ, or his ordinary Operations in all true Chriſtians. 
In her daily Service, ſhe teaches us all to be/eech God, 
10 grant us His Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſi 
Him which ave do at this Preſent, and that the ref! of our 
| Life may be pure and holy: To pray for our Sovereign 


Lord the King, that God would repleniſh him with the 


Grace of Hts Holy Spirit; For all the Royal Family, that 


they may be endued <vith His Holy Spirit, and enriched j 


evith His heavenly Grace: For all the Clergy and People, 


That He would ſend down upon them the healthful Spirit 


of his Grace: For the Catholick Church, that it may bt 
guided and governed by his good Syirit: Aud for all there- 


in who at any Time make their common Supplication unte 


Him, that the Fellowſhip or Communication of the Hol 
Ghoſt may be with them all evermore, _ 
x Her 


Your Lordihip obſerved, that“ the Interpretation of 


(09 


Her Collects are full of Petitions to the ſame Effect: 
« Grant that we may daily be renewed by thy Holy 
Spirit—+ Grant that in all our Sufferings here, for the 
Teſtimony of thy Truth, we may by Faith behold the 


Glory that ſhall be revealed, and being filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, may love and bleſs our Perſecutors. 4 Send 
thy Holy Ghoſt and pour into our Hearts that moſt 
excellent Gift of Charity. || O Lord, from whom all 
good Things do come, grant to us thy humble Serv- 
ants, that by thy Holy Inſpiration we may think thoſe 


Things that are good, and by thy merciful Guidance 
may perform the ſame. 5 We beſeech Thee leave 
us not comfortleſs, but ſend to us the Holy Ghoſt to 
comfort us. J Grant us by the ſame Spirit to have a 
right Judgment in all Things, and evermore to rejoice 
in his holy Comfort. (N. B. The Church here teaches 


all Chriſtians to claim the Comforter, in Virtue of the 
Promiſe made Fohn xiv.) * Grant us, Lord, we beſeech 
thee, the Spirit, to think and do always ſuch Things as 


be rightful. ++ O God, foraſmuch as without Thee, 
we are not able to pleaſe Thee, mercifully grant that thy 
Holy Spirit, may in all Things direct and rule our 
Hearts. f Cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the 
Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 


Thee, and worthily magnify thy Holy Name.” 
« Give thy Holy Spirit to this Infant (or this Perſon) 
that he may be born again.—Give thy Holy Spirit to 


theſe Perſons (N. B. already baptized) that they may 


continue thy Servants.” 


„ Almighty God, who haſt vouchſafed to regenerate 
theſe Perſons by Water and the Holy Ghoſt Strength · 

en them with the Holy Ghoſt the Comtorter, and daily 

increaſe in them the manifold Gifts of thy Grace,” 


Office of Con ſi ri ation. . 


„ Culiett for Chrifimas Day. St. Stephen's Day. 
1 Puinquageſima Sunday, I 5th Sunday after Eafter, 


$ Sunday aſter Aſcenfion Day. Whitſunday. 
th Sunday after Trinity. 4+ 19th Sund. after Trinity. 
3} Communion Offices 5 


From 
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From theſe Paſſages it may ſufficiently appear, for 
what Purpoſes every Chriſtian, according to the Doctrine 


of the Church of England, does now receive the Holy 


Ghoſt, But this will be ſtill more clear from thoſe that 


follow: Wherein the Reader may likewiſe obſerve, a 


plain, rational Senſe of God's revealing Himſelf to us, 


of the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, and of a Believer's 
Feeling in himſelf the mighty Working of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, 4 dps 8 


23. „ God gave them of old Grace to be His Chil- 
dren, as He doth us now. But now, by the Coming of 


our Saviour Chriſt, we have received more abundantly 


the Spirit of God in our Hearts,” Hom, on Faith, 


Part IT. 


| & He died to deſtroy the Rule of the Devil in us, 


and He roſe again to ſend down His Holy Spirit, to rale 
in our Hearts. Hom. on the Reſurrefion., 


We have the Holy Spirit in our Hearts, as a Seal and 
Pledge of our — PL 
The Holy Ghoſt fat upon each of them, like as 
it had been cloven Tongues of Fire: To teach, that it 


ag Inheritance. zbid. 


is He which giveth Eloguence and Utterance in preaching 


s enabling me to ſpeak with Power,” cannot therefore 


_ thro' my ſide) So that if any Man be a dumb Chriſ- 
tian, not profeſſing his Faith openly, he giveth Men 


the Goſpel ; which engendereth a burning Zeal towards 


God's Word, and giveth all Men @ Tongue, yea, a 
fiery Tongue. (N. B. Whatever occurs in any of 
the Journals, of God's „giving me Utterance,” or 


be quoted as Euthaſiaſin, without wounding the Church 


Occaſion to doubt, leaſt he have not the Grace of the 


_ Holy Ghoſt within him.“ Hom. on Whit/unday, Part J. 


It is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify; 


which the more it is hid from our Underſtanding” 
(i. e. the particular Manner of his Working) „the 


more it ought to move all Men, to wonder at the ſe- 


cret and mighty Workings of God's Holy Spirit which 


1s within us, For it is the Holy Ghoſt that doth 


quicken the Minds of Men, flirring up godly Motions 


in their Hearts. Neither doth He think it ſufficient 
inwardly to work the New Birth of Man, unleſs He do 


alſo 


3} 85 Ds 
alſo dwell and abide in Him. Know ye not, ſaith St, 
Paul, that ye are the Temple of God, and that His Spirit 
© davelleth in you ? Know ye not, that your Bodies are the 
| Temples of the Holy Ghoft which is within you? Again he 
faith, Ye are not in the Fleſh but in the Spirit, For why? 
| The Spirit of God dwelleth in you. To this agreeth St. 
Fohn*. 1 The anointing which ye have received (he mean- 
eth the Holy Ghoſt) abideth in you. And St. Peter 
ſaith the ſame, The Spirit of Glory and of God refteth 
nion you. O what Comfort is this to the Heart of a true 
Chriſtian, to think that the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in 
him! / God be awith us, as the Apoſtle ſaith, abo can 
| be againſt us? He giveth Patience and Joy fulneſs of 
Heart, in Temptation and Affliction, and is therefore 
| wWorthily called + tbe Comforter, He doth inſtruct the 
KF Hearts of the Simple, in the Knowledge of God and 
| his Word; therefore he is juſtly termed 1 The Spirit of 
Fb. And where the Holy Ghoſt doth inſtruct and 
teach, there is no Delay at all in Learning.” bid. 
(From this Paſſage I learn, 1. That every true 
Chriſtian now receives the Holy Ghoſt as the Paraclete or 
| Comforter promiſed by our Lord, John xiv. 13. Se- 
condly, that every Chriſtian receives Him as the Spirit of 
Truth (promifed John xvi.) to teach him all Things: 
And, 3. That the Anointing mentioned in the firſt Epiſ- 
_ tle of St. John, abides in every Chriflian.) | 
286. In reading of God's Word, he profiteth moſt, 
that is moſt inſþ:red with the Holy Ghoſt.” Hom, on 
Reading the Scripture. Part I. 5 Tr 
5 3 and worldly Wiſdom is not needful to the 
Underſtanding of Scripture, but the Revelation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who iaſpireth the true Meaning unto them 
5 1 with Humility and Diligence ſearch for it.“ Vid. 
Part II. MO OO ro gy „% 
Make him know and feel, that there is no other 
Name under Heaven given unto Men, whereby we can 
be ſaved.” 8 1 . e 
& If we fed our Conſcience at Peace with ooh 


1 Jh H. 27, + Johnniv. 16, f Johnxvie 13. 
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thro' Remiſſion of our Sin,—all is of God.” Homily on 

| Rogation Week, Part II. = 

_ 4 If you Feel ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in it, and 
let it be daily increaſing by Well-working.” Hlom. on 

r 
The Faithful may fee! wrought Tranquility of Con- 


ſcience, the Increaſe of Faith and Hope, with many 


other Graces of God.” Hom. on the Sacrament. Part I. 


Godly Men fre! inwardly God's Holy Spirit, in- ” 


= op Part I. VVV . 

God give us Grace, to know theſe Things, and 
to feel them in our Hearts! This Knowledge and Feeling 
is not of ourſelves. Let us therefore meekly call upon 
the bountiful Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, to izfpire us with 
His Preſence, that we may be able to hear the goodneſs 


of God to our Salvation, For without his lively I 


ration, can we not ſo much as ſpeak the Name 


7 of the Mediator. No Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 


| But by the Holy Ghoſl., Much leſs ſhould we be 


able to believe and know theſe great Myſigries that 


be opened to us by Chriſt, But we bave received, ſaith 
St. Paul, not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which 
1 of God; for this Purpoſe, that we may know the Things 
which are freely given to us of God. In the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt reſteth all Ability to &xow God and to 
Pleaſe Him. It is He that purifieth the Mind by His 
ſecret Working. He enlighteneth the Heart, to conceive 
worthy Thoughts of Almighty God. He fitteth in the 
Tongue of Man, to ſtir him to ſpeak his Honour, He 
only miniſtreth ſpiritual Strength to the Powers of the 
Soul and Body. And if we have any Gift, whereby we 
may profit our Neighbour, all is wrought by this one 
and the ſelf-ſame Spirit.” Hom. for Rogation Week. 


r 


227. Every Propofition which I have any where ad- 
vanced, cocerning thoſe Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which believe are common to all Chriſtians in all Ages, 
is here clearly maintained by our own Church. . 
Dnder a full Senſe of ti:is. I could not well under - 
tand for many Years, how it was, that on the men- 
_ tipning of any of theſe great Truths, even among * 
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of Education, the Cry, immediately aroſe, An En- 
thuſiaſt, an Enthuſiaſt !” But I now plaialy perceive, 
this is only an old Fallacy in a new Shape. To object 
Enthuſiaſm to any Perſon or Doctrine, is but a decent 
Nethod of begging the Queſtion. It generally ſpares 
the Objector the Trouble ot reaſoning, and is a ſhorter. 
and eaſier Way of carrying his Cauſe, 
For Inftance, I aſſert that © till a Man receives the 
Holy Ghoſt, he is without God in the World; that he 
cannot kyow the Things of God, unleſs God reveal 
them unto him by his Spirit: No, nor have even one 
holy or heavenly Temper, without the J/n/piration of 
the Holy One.” Now ſhould one who is conſcious to 
himſelf, that he has experienced none of theſe Things, 
attempt to contute theſe Propolitions, either from Scrip- 
ture or Antiquity, it might prove a difficult Taſk. 
What then ſhall he do? Why, cry out, Enthufiaſm! 
Enthuſiaſm!” And the Work is done. e 8 
But what does he mean by Exthufiaſm ? Perhaps no- 
ting all; Few have any diſtinct Idea of its Meaning. 
' Perhaps, ©* ſomething very bad,” or, ſomething 1 
never experienced and do not underſtand.” Shall I tell 
you then, what that terrible ſomething” is? I be- 
lieve, thinking Men mean by Enthuffaſm, a Sort of re- 
ligious Madneſs; a falſe Imagination of being inſpired 
by God: And by an Euthuſiaſt, one that fancies himſelf 
under the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, when in fact 
he is not. . RE ES. „V 
Let him prove me guilty of this, who can. I will 
tell you once more the Whole of my Belief on theſe 
Heads. And if any Man will ſkew me (by Arguments, 
not hard Names) what is wrong, I will thank God and 
him. 1 | 1 . | 
28. Every good Gift is from God, and is given to 
Man by the Holy Ghoſt. By Nature there is in us 
no good Thing. And there can be none, but ſo far 
as it is wrought in us by that good Spirit. Have we 
any true Knowledge of what is Good ? This is not the 
Reſult of our natural Underſtanding. The natural Man 
 diſcerneth not the Things of the Spirit of God, So that 
we never can diſcern them, until God reveals ther: 
zato us by his Spirit, Reveals, that is, unveils, un- 
| D covers: 
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covers; gives us to know what we did not know before, 
Have we Love? 7U is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by th: 
Holy Ghoſt wvhich is given unto us. He inſpires, breathes, 
jutuſes into our Soul, what of ourſelves we could nor 
have. Does our Spirit rejoice in Gop our Saviour ? 
It is Foy in (or by) he Holy Ghoſt, Have we true in- 
ward Peace? It is the Peace of Gop, wrought in us by 


tife ſame Spirit. Faith, Peace, Joy, Love, are all his 


Fruits. And as we are figuratively ſaid, to /ze the Light 
ot Faith, ſo by a like Figure of Speech we are ſaid to 
_ Feel this Peace and Joy and Love: That is, we have an 
inward Experience of them, which we cannot find any 

fitter Word to expreſs. Og os en 

The Reaſons why in ſpeaking of theſe Things I uſe 
thoſe Terms, (Iaſpiration particularly) are, 1. Becauſe 
they are ſcriptural. 2. Becauſe they are uſed by our 
Church. 3. Becauſe I know none better. The Word 
In uence of the Holy Ghoſt,” which I ſuppoſe you 


 _ uſe, is both a far ſtronger and a leſs natural 'Term than 


Inſpiration. It is far ſtronger; even as far as“ flow- 
ing into the Soul” is a ſtronger Expreſſion than 
breathing vpon it:“ And leſs natural; as Breathing 
bears a near Relation to Spirit; to which Flowing in 
has only a diſtant Relation. = 8 ” 
But you thought I had meant immediate . 
So I do, or I mean nothing at all. Nor indeed ſuch 

| Tnſpiration as is fine mediis. But all Inſpiration, tho? 


by Means, is mmediate, Suppoſe, for Inſtance, you 


are employed in private Prayer, and God pour his Love 
into your Heart, Gop then acts immediately on your 
Soul: and the Love of Him which you then experi- 
ence, is as immediately breathed into you by the Holy 
Ghoit, as if you had lived 1700 Years ago. Change the 
Term: Say, God then s you to love Him?” 
Well, and is not this immediate Afiftance? Say, His 
Spirit concurs with yours.” You gain no Ground. It 
is immediate Concurrence or none at all. Gop a Spirit 
acts upon your Spirit. Make it out any otherwiſe if 
vou can. 5 . 
I cannot conceive, how that harmleſs Word Inmedi- 
ate, came to be ſuch a Bugbear in the World: Why, 
J thought you meant /uch Inſpiration as the . 
3 5 5 had; 


- „%%% Rm: 
| had; and /uch @ Receiving the Holy Ghoſt as that was 
at the Day of Pentecoſt.“ I do, in Part: Indeed I do 
nat mean, that Chriſtians now receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
in order to work Miracles: But they do doubtleſs now 
receive, yea, are filled with the Holy Ghoft, in order to be 
filled with the Fruits of that Bleſſed Spirit. And He 
inſpires into all true Believers now, a Degree of the ſame 
Peace and Joy and Love, which the Apoſtles felt in 
themſelves on that Day, when they were firſt led with 
the Holy Ghoſt. = 7) on i 1 
29. I have now conſidered the moſt material Objec- 1 
tions I know, which have been lately made againſt the iN 
great Doctrines I teach. I have produced, ſo far as in 
me lay, the Strength of thoſe Objections, and then an- 
| ſwered them, I hope, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, And 
now I truſt it appears, that theſe Doctrines are no other 
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But there remains one Objection, which tho? relating 

to the Head of Doctrine, yer 1s independent on all thar 
went before. And that is, Yeu cannot agree in your 

Doctrines among yourſelves. One holds one Thing 
and one another. Mr. V bitefcl anathematizes Mr. | 
_ Weſley; and Mr. Willey anathematizes Mr. Whitefield. 9 
And yet each pretends to be led hy the Holy Ghoſt, by / | 
the infallible & init of Gop! Every reaſonable Men 


than the Doctrines of Jesvs CunisT; That they are 
all evidently contained in the Word of Gop, by which 1 
alone II deſire to ſtand or fall; and that they are fun- 1 
damentally the ſame with the Doctcines of the Church 1 
of England, of which I do, and ever did profeſs myſelf / 


muſt conclude from hence, that neither one nor the | 

bother is led by that Spirit.“ Ck | 

I need not ſay, how continually this has been urged, 1 
both in common Converſation and from the Preſs: 

(I am grieved to add, and from the Pulpit too; for, if | 
the Argument were good, it would overturn the Bible.) 
Nor, how great Streſs has been continually laid upon it: 

Whoever propoſes it, propoſes it as Demonſtration, and 

generally claps his Wings, as being quite aſſured, it will 

admit of no Anſwer. e | 
And indeed I am in Doubt, whether it does admit 
(I am ſure it does not require) any other Anſwer, than 
OT D 2 that 
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That coarſe one of the Countryman to the Rom:/b Cham- 
pion, Bellarmine, Thou lieſt.“ For every Propoſition 


contained herein, is groſly, ſhameleſly falſe. 1. You 


cunnot agree in your Docti ines among yourſelves? —— 
Who told youſo? All our Fundamental Doctrines, 1 
have recited above. And in every one of theſe we do, 
and have agreed for ſeveral Years. In theſe, we hold 
one and the ſame Thing. In ſmaller Points, each of 
us thinks, and lets think, 2. Mr. Jh:tefield anathe- 
matizes Mr. J/7/c.” Another ſhameleſs Untruth. Let 
any oue read what Mr. I hiteficld wrote, even in the 
| Heat of Controverſy, and he will be convinced of the 
Contrary, 3. And Mr. Vg anathematizes Mr. 
WWhizeficld,” This is equally falſe and ſcandalous, 1 


reverence Mr. / hitefcld, both as a Child of God, and 


a True Miniſter of Jefus Chriſt. 4. And yet each 
pretends to be _— the Holy Ghoſt, by the infallible 
Spirit of God.“ Not in our Private Opinions: Nor 

does cither oi us pretend to be any farther led by the 
Spirit of God, than every Chriſtian muſt pretend to be, 
unleſs he will deny the Bible. For only as many as am 
led by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God, Therefore, 
if yon do not pretend to be led by Him too, yea, if it 
be not fo in Fact, you are none of Fs, eee 
And now, what is become of your Demonſtration ? 
Leave it to the Carmen and Porters, its juſt Proprie- 
tors: To the zcalous Apple-Women that cry after me 
in the Street, This is he that rails at the ole 
 Dzutyful of Man,” But let every one that pretends to 
Learning or Reaſon, be aſhamed to mention it any more. 
30. The firſt Inference, eaſily deduced from what 
bas been ſaid, is, That we are not Falſe Prophets.” 

In one Senſe of the Word, we are no Prophets at all; 
for we do not foretell Things to come. But in another 
(herein every Miniſter is a Prophet) we are. For we 

do ſpeak in the Name of God. flow a Falſe Prophet 

lin this Senſe of the Word) is one, who declares as 
the Will of God, what is not ſo. But we declare (as 
has been ſhewn at large) nothing elſe as the Will of 
_ God, but what is evidently contained in His written 
Word, as explained by our own Church. Therefore 
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unleſs you can prove the Bible to be a Fa!/e Book, you 
cannot poſſibly prove us to be Falſe Prophets. 
The Text which is generally cited on this Occaſion, 
is Matthew. vii. ver. 15. But how unhappily choſen! 
In the preceding Chapters, our Lord had been deſerib- 
ing That Rzghteouſueſs which exceeds the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, and without which we cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: Even the Lite of God 
in the Soul; Holineſs of Heart, producing all Holineſs 
of Converſation. In this, He cloſes that Rule which 
| ſums up the Whole, with thoſe folemn Words, Enter 
ye in at the Strait Gate: (ſuch indeed is that of Univer- 
fal Holineſs) For wide is the Gate, and broad is the Way 
that leadeth to Deftrudtions The Gate of Hell 7s wide as 
the whole Earth; te Wayof Unholineſs is broad as the 
Great Deep. And many there be which go in thereat; 
yea, and excuſe themſelves in ſo doing, Becauſe flrait is 
_ the Gate and narrow the Way that leadeth unto Life, and | 
few there be that. find it. It follows, Beware of Falſs 
Prophets ; of thoſe who ſpeak as from God, what God ' 
hath not ſpoken ; thoſe who ſhew you any other Way 1 
to Life, than that which I have now ſhewn. So that 
the Falſe Prophets here ſpoken of, are thoſe who point 
out any other Way to Heaven than this; who teach 
Men to find a Wider Gate, a Broader Way, than that 
deſcribed in the foregoing Chapters. But it has been 
_ abundantly ſhewn, that we do not. Therefore (what- 
ever we are beſide) we are not Falſe Prophets. 
Neither are we (as has been frequently and vehe- 
mently affirmed) Deceiders of the People. If we teach 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, if we ſpeak as the Oracles f | 
God, it follows, That we do not deccive thoſe that hear, | 
tho” they ſhould believe whatever we ſpeak. Let God BY 
be True and every Man a Liar: every Man that contra- . 
dicts his Truth. But he will be ju/iified in his Saying, 9 
and clear æauhen he ts judged. . 
One Thing more I infer, That we are not Ex- 1 
tba. This Accuſation has been conſidered at 
large: And the main Arguments hitherto brought to 
ſupport it, have been weighed in the Balance and found 
wanting: Particularly This: „That none but Er- 
. V3 thufiaſis 
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thufiafts ſuppoſe either that * Promiſe of the Comforter, | 


or the + Witneſs of the Spirit, or! That Unutterable Pray- 
er, or || The Un#zon from the Holy One, to belong, in 


common to all Chriſtians.” O my Lord, how d ceply d 


have you condemned the Generation of God's Chi 
dren! Whom have you repreſented as rank, dreaming 


Enthufiafls ? As either deluded or deſigning Men? Not ; 
only Biſhop Pear/on, a Man hitherto — both 


ſound in Heart, and of good Underſtanding; but like- 
wiſe Archbiſhop Cranmer, Biſhop Ridley, Biſhop Lati- 


mer, Biſhop Hooper; and all the Venerable Compilers 

of our Liturgy and Homilies : All the Members of both 
the Houſes of Convocation, by whom they were reviſed 
and approved: Yea, King Edward, and all his Lords 

and Commons together, by whole Authority they were 


_ eſtabliſhed! And, with theſe Modern Enthufiafts, Origen, 


 Chryſoftom and Athanaſius are comprehended i in the me 


Cenſure ! 


I grant, a Deiſt might rank both us and them, © in 


the Number of Religious Madmen : Nay, ought ſo to do, 


on his Suppoſition, That the Goſpel | is but à cunningly- 
deviſed Fable. And on this Ground, ſome of them have 
done ſo in Fact. One of them was aſking me, ſeveral 
Years ſince, What! are yoz one of the Knight-Er- 
rants? How, I pray, got this Quixotiſm into yoxr 
Head ? You want nothing : Way have a good Proviſion 


for Life; and are in a fair Way of Preferment; and 
muſt. vo leave all, to fight Windmills ; To convert Sa- 


vages in America ?” 1 could only reply, „Sir, if the 
Bible is a Lie, I am as very a Madman as you can con- 


ceive. But if it be true, I am in my Senſes. I am neither 


Madman nor Euthaffaſt. For there is no Man who hath 


left Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Houſe, or Land for the 
Goſpel s Sake; But he ſhall receive an Hundred Fold, int 


this World, with Perſec tions, . in the World to Wer, : 


Eternal Z. e. 


Neminal, Outſide Chriſtians too, Men of Form, 
may paſs the ſame Judgment. For we give up all our 
8 „„ og 0G Pretenſions 


* Fohn xiv. 16, 26, xvi, 13. 7 Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
Rom. VIII. 26, 27. 1 John 1 ll, 20, 27. 
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Pretenſions to what they account Happineſs, for what 
they (with the Deiſts) believe to be a mere Dream. 
We expect, therefore, to paſs for Euthuſiaſis with theſe 
alſo. But Wiſdom is juſtified of all her Children. 0 

32. I cannot conclude this Head without one obvi- 
ous Remark. Suppoſe we really were Enthuſfiafts; ſup- 
| poſe our Doctrines were falſe and unſupported either by 
Reaſon, Scripture or Authority: Then, why hath not 

ſome one, who is a Wiſe Man, and enducd with Knows- 
ledge among you, attempted, at leaſt, ro ſhew us our 
Fault 7» Love and Meekneſs of Wiſdom? Brethren, if ye 
have bitter Zeal in your Hearts, your Wiſdom deſcendeth 
not from above. The Wiſdom that is from above, is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy or 


Pig. Does this Spirit appear in one Single Tract, of 


all thoſe which have been publiſhed againſt us? Is there 
one Writer that has reproved us in Love? Bring it to a 
ſingle Point. Lowe hopeth all Things. If you had loved 
us in any Degree, you would have hoped, that God 
would ſome Time give us the Knowledge of his Truth. 


But where ſhall we find even this ſlender Inſtance of 


| Love? Has not every one who has wrote at all (I do 
not ſo much as remember one Exception) treated us as 
Tacorrigible ? Brethren, How is this? Why do ye la- 
bour to teach us an Evil Leſſon againſt yourſelves? O 
may God never ſuffer others to deal with you, as ve 
= Fo * Lt | 


VI. 1. Before I enter vpon the Conſideration of | 

thoſe Objections, which have been made to the Manner 
of our Preaching, I believe it may be ſatisfactory ro 
ſome Readers if I relate how I began to preach in this 

Manner. J | 

I was ordained Deacon in 1725, and Prieſt, in the 


ear following. But it was many Years after this, 


before I was convinced of the Great Truths above 
recited. During all that Time I was utterly ignorant 
of the Nature and Condition of Juftification. Some- 
times I confounded it with Sancti fication (particularly 
when I was in Georgia.) At other Times I had ſome 

Sn Mi D4 on confuſed 
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confuſed Notion about the Forgiveneſs of Sins: But 
then I took it for granted, the Time of this muſt be, 
either the Hour of Death, or the Day of Judgment.“ 

I was equally ignorant of the Nature of Saving Faith; 
apprehending it to mean no more, than a Firm Aſ- 
ſent to all the Propoſitions contained in the Old and 
New Teſtament.“ Ts . 

2. As ſoon as, by the great Bleſſing of God, I had a 
clearer View of theſe Things, I began to declare them 
to others alſo. believed, and therefore I pate. Where- 
ever I was now deſired to preach, Salvation by Faith 
was my only Theme. My conſtant Subjects were, Be- 
lieve in the Lord FJeſas Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Him hath GOD cexaltcd to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, Theſe I explained 
and mforced with all my Might, both in every Church 
where I was aſked to preach, and occafionally in the 
Religious Societies of London and Weffminficr; to fome 
or other of which I was continually preſſed to go, by 

the Stewards or other Members of then. 

Things were in this Poſture, when I was told. 1 

rſt preach no more in this, and this, and another 
Church :* The Reaſon was uſually added without Re- 
ſerve, ** Becauſe you preach ſuch Doctrine.“ So much 
the more thoſe who could not hear me there, flocked 
together when I was at any of the Societies ; where I 
ſpoke more or lefs, tho* with much Inconvenience, to 
as many as the Room I was in would contain. _ 

3. But after a Time, finding thoſe Rooms could not 
contain a Tenth Part of the People that were earneit 
to hear, I determined to do the fame Thing in Ezgland, 
which I had often done in a warmer Climate; Namely, 
when the Houſe would not contain the Congregation. 
to preach in the open Air. This 1 accordingly did, 
firſt at Briſtol, where the Society-Rooms were exceed- 
ing ſmall, and at X'izgfivood, where we had no Room 

at all; afterwards in or near London. . 
And I cannot ſay, 1 have ever ſeen a more awful 
Sight, than when on Reſe-Green, or the Top of Han- 
nam- Mount, ſome Thouſands of People were calmly 
joined together in ſfolems waiting upon God, while 
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by a general Conſent, to preach in any Church (tho? 


. 
— They ſtood and under open Air ador de 
The Gov who made both Air, Earth, Heaven and Sky.“ 


And whether they were liſtning to his Word, with 
Attention ſtill as Night; or were liſting up their Voice 
in Praiſe, as the Sound of many Waters; many a Time 
| have I been conſtrained to fay in my Heart, Hou 
dreadful is this Place! Thi; alſo is no other than the 
Houſe of GOD ! This is the Gate of Heaven ! ; 

Be pleaſed to obierve, 1. That I was forbidden, as 


not by any judicial Sentence) “for preaching ſuch Doc- 
trine.“ This was the open, avowed Cauſe : There was 
at that Time no other, either real. or pretended: 2. 
That I had no Deſire or Defign to preach in the open 
Air, till long after this Prohibition; 3. That when 1 
did, as it was no Matter of Choice, ſo neither of Pre- 
meditation, There was no Scheme at all previouſly. 
formed, which was to be ſupported thereby; nor had 
I any other End in View than this, to ſave as many 
Souls as I could. 4. Ficld-preaching was therefore a ſud- 
den Expedient, a Thing { bmirred to, rather than cho- 
ſen; and therefore ſubmitted to, becaule I thought 
. preaching even hs, better than zo? preaching at all. 
Firſt, in regard to my own Soul, becaule a D//per/ation 
of the Goſpel being committed to me, I did not dare, Not to 
preach the Goſpel; Secondly in regard to the Souls of, 
others, whom [I every where ſaw, ſecking Death in the 
Error of their Life. © „ To es | 
4* But the Author of he Obſervations and of the Caſe 
of the Mecthodifts briefly ſtated, more particularly in the Point 
_ of Field-preaching, thinks Fieid-preaching worſe than 
not preaching at all, ** becauſe it is illegal.“ 
Your Argument in Form runs thus 
That Preaching which is contrary to the Laws of: 
the Land is worſe than not preaching at all: 
But Field- preaching is contrary to the Laws of the 
Las Oe ah oo Wer mh on 
Therefore, it is worſe than not preaching at all.“ 
The firſt Propoſition is not ſelf-evident, nor indeed 
univerſally true. For the Preaching of all the primi- 
tive Chriſtians was contrary to the whole Tenor of the 
.D s-- Roman 
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Roman Laws; the Worſhip of their Devil Gods being 
eſtabliſhed by the ſtrongeſt Laws then in being. Nor is 
it ever true, but on Suppoſition, that the Preaching in 

Queſtion is an indifferent Thing. 

But waving this, I deny the ſecond Propoſition ; I 

| 2 Field. preaching is contrary to the Laws of our 
and. | W> TS 5 „ . 

To prove which, you begin thus, 4+ Tt dees not ap- 
pear, that any of the Preachers among the Methodiſts, 
have qualified themſelves and the Places of their afſem- 
bling, according to the Act of Toleration.“ | 

I anſwer, 1. That Act grants Toleration to thoſe 

who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church. But we do not 

diſſent trom it. Therefore we cannot make Uſe of that 

Act. 2. That Act exempts Diſſenters from Penalties 

conſequent on their Breach of preceding Laws. But we 

are not conſcious of breaking any Law at all, There- 
tore we need not make Uſe of it, „% One 

In the next Section you ſay, They have broken 

thro' all theſe Proviſions, in open Defiance of Government: 

And have met not only in Houſes, but in the Fiells, 

notwithſtanding the Sratute (22 Car. II. c. 1.) which 

forbids this by Name. : 

I anſwer, 1. We do nothing ix D:fance of Govern- 

ment. We reverence Magiſtrates, as the Minifters of 

 Gop. 2. Altho' we have met in the Fields, yet we do 
rot conceive that Statute at all affects us: Not only be- 
cauſe that Act points wholly at Diſnters; whereas we 
are Members of the eſtabliſhed Church; but alſo be- 
cauſe (they are your own words) zt wvas evidently intend= 
ed to ſuppreſs and prevent Seditien : Whereas no Sedition, 
nor any the leaſt Approach thereto, can with any Co- 
lour of Truth be laid to our Charge. „ 
In your 3d Section you affirm, „That the Act of 

Toleration itſelf cannot ſecure us in Freld-preaching, 

from the Penalties of former Laws.“ We have no De- 


fire it ſhould; as not apprehending ourſelves to be con- 


demned by any former Law whatever. Nor does what 
you add, That the Act of Toleration forbids any Aſ- 
ſembly of Perſons diſenting from the Church of England 
to meet with the Doors locked,” affect us at all; becauſe 

we do not difent from it. ED 


" h" 


g. In the Caſe of the Method fts briefy Sated, your firſt 


Obſervation is, The Act of Toleration leaves them 
liable to the Penalties of ſeveral Statutes made agaiuſt 
unlauvful Aſſemblies. “ ED 


1 ſuppoſe then theſe ſeveral Statutes ſpecify what 


thoſe unlawful Afſimblics are; and whether unlawful, as 
being condemned by previous Laws, or made unlaw ful 
by thoſe Statutes. PE | | 55 


And it ſtill remains to be proved, that our Aſſemblies 5 


are unlatuſul, in one or other of theſe Senſes. 


Lou next obſerve, that, „the Di/enters of all De- 


nominations, qualify themſelves according to the Act of 


Toleration : Otherwiſe, they are liable to the Penalues 


of all the Laws recited in this Act.“ 1 
Janſwer, as before, all this ſtrikes wide, It relates 


Wholly io Perſons diſſenting from the Church.“ But 


we are not the Men. We do not dn f rom the Church. 
Whoever affirins it, we put him to the Proof. WI 


You go on. One of thoſe Laws fo recited (vix. 
22 Car. II. c. r.) is that which forbids Freld-preaching 


by Name; and was evidently intended, not only to /up- 


pros, but alſo to prevent Sedition. As the Title of the 


Ai declares, and as the Preamble expreſſes it, :o provide 
farther and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt it.” 

Was this then, in your own Judgment, the evident 
Tutention of that AF, viz. To provide Remedies againſt 
 Sedition? Does the very Title of the AF declare this ? 


And the Preamble alſo expreſs it? With what Juſtice 
then, with what Ingenuity or Candor, with what Sha- 


dow of Truth or Reaſon, can any Man cite this Act 


| againſt us? Whom you yourſelf no more ſuſpect of a 


gn to raiſe Sedition (I appeal to your own Conſci- 


Deſi 
the City of London. 


6. Hitherto therefore it hath not been made to appear 


that Field- Prraching is contrary to any Law in Being. 


However, „It is dangerous.” This you ſtrongly inſiſt 
on. It may be attended with miſchievous Conſe- 
uences. It may give Advantages to the Enemies of 


the eſtabliſhed Government. It is big with Miichief,” 


OG er vations Sect. J. and II.) | 
1 © With 
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With what Miſchief ? Why, © evil-minded Men, by 
meeting together in the Fields, under Pretence of Reli- 
gion, may raiſe Riots and Tumults; or by meeting e- 

cretly, may carry on private Cabals againſt the State,” 

(Caſe of the Mcthodifts, p. 2.) . 1 
And if the Merhodifts themſelves are a harmleſs and 
al People, it is nothing to the Point in Hand. For 
diſloyal and ſeditious Perſons, may uſe ſuch an Oppor- 
tunity of getting together, in order to execute any pri- 
vate Deſign. Mr. I hitefietd ſays, 30, 5o or 80,000 have 


attended his Preaching at once, Now, 1. He cannot 


ings may be continued, let the World judge.” (Aid. 
1 8 
May 1 ſpeak without Offence ? I cannot think you 
are in Earneſt, You do not mean what you ſay. Do you 
believe, Mr. I hiteficld had eighty Thouſand Hearers at 
once? No more than you believe he had cighty Millions. 


know one tenth Part of ſuch a Congregation. 2. All 
People may come and carry on what Deſigns they will: 
"Therefore 3. This is a great Opportunity put into the 


Hands of ſeditious Perſons to raiſe Diſturbances.” 
„With what Safety to the Public theſe Field-preach- 


Is not all this Talk of Danger, mere Fineſſe? Thrown 


in purely ad movendum {nvidiam ? You know Govern- 


meats generally are ſuſpicious ; eſpecially in Time of 


War: And therefore apply, as you ſuppoſe, to their 


weak Side; in Hopes, it poſſible, to C-liver over theſe 
Hereticks to the ſecular Arm, However, I will anſwer, 


@s if you ſpoke from your Heart, For J am in Earneſt, 


if you are not. 


Firſt, *« The Preacher cannot know a Tenth Part of 


his Congregation.” Let us come to the preſent State 
of Things. The largeſt Congregation that now attend 
the Preaching of any Methodiſt, are thoſe (God be 


merciful to me!) that attend mine. And cannot I 


| know a Tenth Part of one of theſe Congregations, 


either at Briſſol, Kingswood, Nexwcafile, or London? 
As ſtrange as it way ſeem, I generally know two Thirds 
of the Congregation in every Place even on Sunday 


Evening, and nine in ten of thoſe who attend at moſt 


other Times, 2, © All People may come and carry 


on 


_—_ „ a * : 
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on what Deſigus they will.” Not ſo. All Field-preach- 
ing is now in the open Day. And were only ten Per- 

ſons, to come to ſuch an Aſſembly with Arms, it would 
ſoon be enquired, with what Deſigns they came. This 
is therefore, 3. No „ great Opportunity put into the 

Hands of ſeditious Perſons to raiſe Diſturbances.” And 

if ever any Diſturbance has been raiſed, it was quite of 


a 

1 

another Kind, | | PE” ö 
: The Publick then is entirely ſafe, if it be in no other 3h 
Danger than ariſes from Field greaching. Y ff 
J. There is one other Sentence belonging to this 


Head, in the Eighth Section of the Obſervations. * The 
religious Societies, you ſay, in London and Weftminfler, 7 
for many Years paſt, have received no Diſcouragements, 

but on the contrary have been conntenanced and encou- 
raged both by the Biſhops and Clergy.” How is this? 

Have they then qualified themſelves and the Places of 

their aſſembling, according to the Act of Toleration?“ 

Have they ©* embraced the Protection which that Act 
might give them, in Caſe they complied with the Con- 
ditions of it?“ If not, are they not all “ liable to the 
Penalties of the ſeveral Statutes made before that Time 
againſt Unlawful Aſſemblies? ? . 

How can they eſcape? Have they qualified them- 
ſelves for holding theſe ſeparate Aﬀemblies, according 
to the Tenor of that Act?“ Have then the — 

Members thercof taken the Oaths to the Government? 
And are the Doors of the Places wherein they meet, 
always open at the Time of ſuch Meeting?“ I preſume, 

you know they are not; and that neither © the Per- 
ſons hor Places are ſo qualified as that Act direfts,” 
How then come * the Biſhops and Clergy, to coun 
tenauce and encourage” Unlawful Aſſemblies? If it be 
ſaid, They meet in a private, inoffenſive Way ;” 
that is nothing to the Point in Hand. If thoſe Meet- 
ings are Urlazful in themſelves, all their Innoffenfive- 
neſs will not make them lawful. ** O, but they be- 
have with Modeſty and Decency.” Very well; but 4 
the Law! What is that to the Law? There can be 
no ſolid Defence but this: They are not Diſſenters 
from the Church; therefore they cannot w/e, and 2 
do 


(% ) 


do not need the Act of Toleration. And their Mevrioge 
are not Seditious; Therefore the Statute againſt Sedi- 
tious Meetings does not affect them. 


The Application is obvious. If our Meetings are 
IIlegal, fo are Theirs alſo. But if This Plea be Good 
(as doubtleſs it is) in the One Caſe, it is Good in the 


Other alſo. 


9. You propoſe Aae; Objeftion to our Manner of 


| Preaching, in the Second Part of the O3/irvations. The 
Subſtance of it I will re peat, and anſwer as briefly a8 
I can. 


They run up and down from Place to pee, and | 


from County to County:“ That is, they preach in ſeveral 
Places. This is undoubtedly true. They draw after 


them confuſed Multitudes oi People:“ That is, May 


come to hear them. This is true alſo « But they would 


do well to remember, God is not the Author of Confu- 
ion or of Tumult, but of Peace.“ I truſt we do; 
Nor is there any Confuſion or Tumult at all, in our largeſt 


_ Congregation: Unleſs at ſome rare Times when Sons of 
Belial mix therewith, on purpoſe to diſturb the fre 
able Worſhippers of God. 


But our Church has provided againſt this Preaching 


up and down, in the Ordination of a Prieſt, by expre 
ly limiting the Exerciſe of the Powers then conferred 
upon him, to the Congregation where he * be lat Vl 
appointed thercunto. 

I anſwer, 1. Your Argument proves too much. If it 
be allowed juſt as you propoſe it, it proves, That no 


Prieſt has Authority, either to preach or miniſter the 
Sacraments, in any other than his own Congregation. 


2. Had the Powers conferred been ſ limited when I 


was ordained Prieſt, my Ordination would have fignified 
juſt nothing. For I was not ap 1 0 any Congrega- 


tion at all: But was ordained as a Member of that 
% College of Divines,” (fo our Statutes expreſs it) 
& founded to overturn all Hereſies, and defend the 
1 Catholic Faith.“ 

3. For many Years after I was ordained Prieſt, this 
_ Limitation was never heard of. I heard not one Syl- 
tablo * it, by Way of Objection, to my preaching 


up 


1 „„ 
up and down, in Oxford or London, or the Parts adja- 
cent, in Gloucefter/hire, or Worceſterſhire ; in Lancaſhire, 
Yorkſhire or Lincolnſhire, Nor did the ſtricteſt Difci- 
plinarian ſcruple ſuffering me to exerciſe thoſe Powers 

wherever I came. 555 5 
4§᷑. And in Fact, Is it not univerſally allowed, That 
every Prieſt, as ſuch, has a Power, in Virtue of his Or- 
dination, either to preach or to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, in any Congregation, wherever the Rector or 
_ Curate defires his Aſſiſtance? Does not every one then, 
Te through th % EEE 
10. The Biſhops and Univerſities indeed have Pow- _ 
er to grant Licences to /tirerants. But the Church has 
provided in that Cafe ; They are not to preach in any 
Church (Canon 50) till they ſhew their Licence.” 5 
The Church has well provided in at Caſe, But 
What has That Caſe to do with the Caſe of Common 
_ Clergymen? Only ſo much as to ſhew, how groflly 
this Canon has been abuſed ; at Mington in particular: 
where the Church-wardens were intiructed to hinder, 
by main Force, the Prieſt whom the Vicar himſelf had 
appointed, from Preaching, and to quote this Canon ; 
. as you plainly ſhew, belongs to quite another 
Thing. | ee 
5 * Note you add, © Mr. Veſſev being aſked, 
By what Authority he preached, replied, By the Autho- 
rity of Jeſus 'Chriſt, conveyed to me by the (now) 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, when he laid his Hands 
upon me and ſaid, Take thou Authority to preach the 
Goſpel. In this Reply he thought fit, for a plain 0 
Reaſon, to leave out this latter Part of the Commiſ- | | 
fion : For that would have ſhewn his Reader, the Re- N 
| 


Hraint and Limitation, under which the Exerciſe of the 
Power is granted.” Nay, I did not print the latter Part . 
of the Words, for a plainer Reaſon, becauſe I did not fr 
| Jheak them. And I did not Heat them then, becauſe | 
they did not come into my Mind, Tho' probably if 
they had, I ſhould not have ſpoken them : It being my 
only Concern, to anſwer the Queſtion propoſed, in as 

- few Words as 1 could. . © 
But before thoſe Words, which you ſuppoſe to imply 
ſuch a Reftraint, as would condemn all the Rigs 
9 ws 
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and Clergy in the Nation, were thoſe ſpoken without 
any Refiraint or Limitation at all, which I apprehend 
do convey an indelible Character, Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt for the Office and Work of a Prieſt in the 
Church of God, now committed unto thee, by the 
Impoſition of our Hands. Whoſe Sins thou doſt for- 
give, they are forgiven, and whoſe Sins thou doſt re- 


tain, they are retained. And be thou a faithful Diſ- 


| Good wnto all Men. 


penſer of the Word of God, and of his Holy Sacra- 
ments, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
dT , 88 5 
Lou proceed, In the ſame Journal he declares, That 
he looks upon all the World as his Pariſh, and explains 
his Meaning as follows; „In whatever Part of it I am 
I judge it meet, right, and my bounden Duty, to de- 
clare unto all that are willing to hear, the Glad Tidings 
of Salvation, This is the Work which I know God 
bath called me to.” Namely, by the Laying on of the 
| Hands of the Preſbytery : Which directs me how to obey 
that General Command, chile ave have Time, let us do 


11. You object farther, ** That the Me:hod;/?s do not 
| obſerve the Rubrick before the Communion Service; 
which directs, fo many as deſire to partake of the Holy 
| Communion, to 1921 their Names to the Curate the 

Day before.” What Curate de ſires they ſhould ? When- 

ever any Miniſter will give but one Week's Notice of 

this, I undertake, all that have any Relation to me, 
| ſhall ſignify their Names within the Time appointed. 
Lou object alſo, that they break thro* the twenty- 
eighth Cannon, which requires, That if Strangers 
come often to any Church from other Pariſhes, they 
ſhould be remitted to their own Churches, there to re- 
ceive the Communion with their Neighbours,” 

But what if there be no Communion there? Then 
this Cannon does not touch the Caſe, nor does any one 
break it, by coming to another Church purely becauſe 

there is no Communion at his own. HEE 
As to your next Advice, ** To have a greater Re- 
yur to the Rules and Orders of the Church,“ I cannot, 
for I now regard them, next to the Word of God. 
And as to your laſt, « Torenounce Cominunion with the 
5 — Church, 
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Church,“ 7 dare not. Nay, but let themthruft us out. 
We will not leave the Ship: If you ca ws out of it, 
then our Lord will take us up, 5 
12. To the ſame Head may be referred the Objection 
ſome Time urged, by a friendly and candid Man, viz. 
That it was unlawful to uſe extemporary Prayer, be- 
cauſe there was a Canon againſt it. 3 
It was not quite clear to me, that the Canon he cited 
vas againſt extemporary Prayer. But ſuppoſing it were, 
my plain Anſwer would be, That Canon I dare not 
+ _ : Becauſe the Law of Man binds only ſo far as it is 
confiſtent with the Word of God.” 
The ſame Perſon objected, my not obeying the Bi- 
| ſhops and Governors of the Church. I anfwer, I both 
dos and will obey them, in whatſoever I can with a clear 
| Conſcience. So that there is no juſt Ground for that 
Charge, that I pie either the Rules, or the Governors 
of the Church. I obey them in all Things where I do 
not apprehend there is ſome particular Law of God to 
| the contrary, Even in that Caſe, I ſhew all the Defe- 
rence I can; I endeavour to act as inoffenſively as pol 
fſible: And am ready to fubmit to any Penalty, which 
can by Law be inflifted upon me. Would to God eve- 
ry Miniſter and Member of the Church, were herein 
ahogether as I am! Ds 5 


VII. 1. I have confidered the chief Objections that 
have lately been urged againſt the Dodtriues I teach. 
The main Arguments brought againſt this Manner f 
Teaching, have been conſidered alſo. It remains, to 
examine the moſt current Objections, concerning e K 
Feets of this Teaching. „„ 
Many affirm, ** That it does Abundance of Hurt; 
that it has had very bad Effects; inſomuch that if any 
| Good at all has been done, yet it bears no Proportion 
to the Evil.” %%%%%VVé vb Wa 
But come to Particulars, “ Firſt then, you are Diſ- 
turbers of the public Peace.“ 
What, do we either teach or raiſe Sedition ? Do we 
ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of our People? Or do we ftir 
them up againſt any of thoſe that are put in Authority 
under kan? Do we directly or indirectly promote 
| Faction, 
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Fadion, Mutiny, or Rebellion? I have not found any 


Nan in his Senſes yet, that would affirm this. 
But it is plain, Peace is broke and Diſturbances do 


_ ariſe, in Conſequence of your Preaching.” I grant it. 
But what would you infer ? Have yo never read the 
rince of Peace Him- 


Bible? Have you not read that the 
ſelf was, in his Senſe, a Diſturber of the public Peace? 
When He came into Jeruſalem (Matt. xxi. 10.) all the 


City was moved, (£5415-3n) ſhaken as with an Earth- 
quake. And the Diſturbance aroſe higher and higher, 
till the avhole Multitude cried out together, Away with 


Him, away with Him; crucify Him, crucify Him, and 


Pilate gave Sentence, it ſhould be done. Such another 


Diſturber of the public Peace, was that Shen, even 
from the Time he began diſputing with the Libertines and 


Cyrenians, till the People fopped their Ears, and ran 2 | 
on- 


Him ⁊uith one Accord, and caft him out of the City and 
ed him. Such Diſturbers of the Peace were all thoſe 


= Ringleaders of the Set of the Nazarenes, (commonly 


called Apoſtles) who wherever they came, turned the World 


I  wþfide down. And above all the reſt, that Paul of Tar- 


jus, who occaſioned ſo much Diſturbance at Damaſcus, 
(Acts ix.) at Antioch of Pifidia (e. xiii.) at /coninm (c. 
xiv.) at Lyra (v. 19.) at Phillippi (e. xvi.) at Theſa- 
lonica (c. xvii.) and particularly at Epheſus, The con- 
ſequence of his Preaching there was, That the <vhole 


AX City vas filled with Confuſion. And they ran together 


with one Accord, ſome crying one Thing, ſome another : 


Inaſmuch as the greater Part of them knew not wherefore 
they qvere come together. Ons V 
2. And can we expect it to be any otherwiſe zow ? 


Altho? what ave preach is the Goſpel of Peace, yet if 
you will violently and illegally hinder our Preaching, 
muſt not this create Diſturbance? But obſerve, the 


| Diſturbance begins on your Part. All is Peace, till you 


_ raiſe that Diſturbance. And then you very modeſtly 
impute it to zs, and lay your own Riot at our Door! 
But of all this our Lord hath told us before. J 
not that I am come to ſend Peace upon Earth: That this 
will be the immediate Effect, wherever my Goſpel is 


preached 
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S preached with Power. I am not come to ſend Peace, ut 
2 Sword: This (ſo far as the Wiſdom of God permits, 


by whom the Hairs of your Head are all numbered) will 


be the firſt Conſequence of my Coming, whenever my 
855 Word turns Sinners from Darkneſs to | ight, from the = | 


Power of Satan unto God. 5 | 5 
I would wiſh all you who fee this Scripture fulfilled, 
by Diſturbance following the Preaching of the Goſpel, 


to remember the Behaviour of that wiſe Magiſtrate at 
Epheſus on the like Occaſion. He did not lay the Diſtur- 


|  bance to the Preacher's Charge, but becioned to the Mul- 


titude and ſaid, ye Men of Epheſus—Ye ought to be quiet, 
and to do nothing raſhly. For ye have brought theſe Men, 


zvho are neither Robbers of Temples, nor yet Blaſphemers of 
your Goddeſs : (Not convicted of any ſuch notorious 


Crime as can at all excuſe this lawleſs Violence.) But 
/ Demetrius hath a Matter againſt any, the Law is open, 
end there are Deputics (or Proconſuls, capable of hearing 
and deciding the Cauſe) let them implead one another. But 

if ye enquire any Thing concerning other Things, it ſhall be 


= determined in a lawful Aſſembly, n 
3. But you create Diviſions in private Families.“ 


Accidentally, we do. For Inſtance, ſuppoſe an entire 


Family to have the Form but not the Power of Godli- 


neſs; or to have neither the Form nor the Power; in 


either Caſe, they may in ſome Sort agree together. But 
ſuppoſe, when theſe hear the Word of God, one or 


1 two of them are convinced, This is the Truth. And 
1 T have been all this Time in the broad Way that lead- 
7 <eth to Deſtruction:“ Theſe then will begin to mourn 
after God; while the reſt remain as they were. Will 
they not therefore of Conſequence divide, and form 
themſelves into ſeparate Parties? Muſt it not be ſo, in 
the very Nature of Things? And how exactly does chis 
agree with the Words of our Lord? Suppoſe ye that I 
came to ſend Peace upon Earth ? I tell you nay : But rather 
| Divifion. For from henceforth there ſhall be five divided in 


one Houſe, three againft two, and two againſt three. 


S 


The Father ſhall be divided againft the Son, and the Son 


againſt the Father : The Mother againſi her Daughter, and 


the Daughter againſt the Mother; the Mother-in-law 
BR a 
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ain the Daughter- in- lam, and the Daughirr - in- ao 
againſi the Mother · in- law. (Luke xii. 51, 52, 53.) And 
2 - «imam agen they of bis own Houſhold. 
1 gt rs an LGB: e | 
TDhbuos it was from the very Beginning. For is it to 
be ſuppoſed, that a Heathen Parent, would long endure 
a Chriſiian Child? Or that a Heathen Huſband would 
agree with a Chriſtian Wife? Unleſs either the believ- 


ing Wife could gain her Huſband ; or the unbelieving - 


Huſband prevailed on the Wife to renounce her Way of 
worſhipping God: At leaſt, unleſs ſhe would obey him 
in going no more to thoſe Societies or Conventicles 
(57a4p} 24) as they termed the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
4. Do you think now, I have an Eye to your Caſe > 
Doubtleſs I have; for I do not fight as one that beat- 
eth the Air. Why have not I a Right to hinder wy 
own Wife or Child from going to a Conventicle } And 
is it not the Duty of Wives to obey their Huſbands > 
And of Children to obey: their Parents? Only ſet the 
_ Cafe feventeen hundred Years back, and your own 


_ Conſcience gives you the Anſwer. What would St. Paul | 
have faid to one whoſe Huſband-forbad ber, to follow 


this Way-any more? What Direction would our Saviour 
have given to him whoſe Father enjoined him, not to 
hear the Goſpel? His Words are extant ftill, He tba: 
 Iaveth Fat ber or Mother more than Mer, is not worthy of 
Ae. And he that loweth Son or Daughter mare than Me, 
ii not ayorthy of Me. (Matt. x. 37, 38.) Nay more, 
Fam Man cometh to Me, and hateth not (in Compariſon 
. of Me) his Father and Mother and Wife and Children, 
yea _— own Life, he cannot be my Diſciple. (Luke 
0, but this is not a parallel Caſe. For they were 
Heathens ; but I am a Chriftian,” A Chriftian ! Are 
you ſa ? Do you underſtand the Word? Do you know 
what a Chriſtian is ? If you are a Chriſtian, you have 
the Mind that was in Chriſt; and you ſo walk as He 
alſo walked. You are Holy as He is Holy both in 
Heart, and in all Manner of Converſation. Have you 
then the Mind that was in Chriſt? And do you walk 
as Chriſt walked? Are you inwardly and. — 
| oly ? 


5 1 1 
Holy? T fear, not eren outwardly, No; you live in 
known Sin. Alas! How then are you a Chriſtian ? 
What a Railer, a Chriſtian! A Common Swearer, a 
'Chriſtiah? A Sabbath-breaker, a Chriſtian ? A Drun>-. 
kard or Whoremonger, a Chriſtian ? Thou art a Hea- 
then barefaced; the Wrath of God is on thy Head, 
and the Curſe of God upon thy Back. Thy Damna- 
tion ſlumbereth not. By reaſon of ſuch Chriſtians it is 
tthat the Holy Name of Chriſt is blaſphemed. Such 
as thou they are, that cauſe the very Savages in the n= 
dian Woods to cry out, © Chriſtian much drunk, Chri- 
ian beat Men, Chriſtian tell Lies, Dewil-Chriflian 1 
"Me no Chrifiian 1” V 
And fo thou wilt direct thy Wife and Children in the 
Way of Salvation !—Woe unto thee, thou Devil- 

_ Chriſtian! Woe unto thee, thou blind Leader of the 
Blind! What wilt thou make them! Two-fold more 
the Children of Hell than thyſelf ?=—Be aſhamed. 
Bluſh, if thou canſt bluſh. Hide thy Face. Lay thee 

in the Duſt. Out of the Deep cry unto God, if haply 
| He may hear thy Voice. Inſtantly ſmite upon thy 
Breaſt. Who knoweth but God may take thee out of 
the Belly of Hell ? 5 5 
5. But you are not one of theſe. You fear God, 
and labour to have a Conſcience void of Offence. And 
it is from a Principle of Conſcience, that you reſtrain your 
Wiſe or Children from hearing falſe Doctrine. But 
bow do you know it is falſe Doctrine? Have you heard 
for yourſelf ? Or, if you have not heard, have you care- 
fully read what we have occaſionally anſwered for our- 
| ſelves? A Man of Conſcience cannot condemn any one 
unheard. This is not Common Humanity, Nor will 
he refrain from hearing what may be the Truth, for 'q 
no better Reaſon than Fear of his Reputation, Pray 4 
obſerve. I do not ſay, every Man (or any Man) is ob- =. 
liged in Conſcience to hear us. But I do ſay, every 
Man in England who condemns us, is obliged to hear us 
- firſt. This is only common Juſtice, ſuch as is not deni- 
add to a Thief or a Murderer. Take your Choice there- 
fore. Either hear us, or condemn us not. Either 
ſpeak nothing at all, or hear before you ſpeak, 
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- But ſuppoſe you have both read and heard more than 


von liked ? Did you read and hear fairly? Was not you 
loaden with Prejudice ? Did you not read or hear, ex- 


pPecting no Good; perhaps deſiring to find Fault? If ſo, 
what Wonder you judge as you do? What a poor Mock- 


Trial is this? You had decided the Cauſe in your own 


Breaſt, before you heard one Word of the Evidence. 


And ſtill do you talk of acting out of Conſcience ? Yea, 


_ & Conſcience void of Offence ? 5 5 
We will put the Caſe farther yet. Suppoſe your 
Cenſure was juſt, and this was actually falſe Doctrine. 
Still every one muſt give an Account of himſelf to 
God: And you cannot force the Conſcience of any one. 
Yeu cannot compre! another, to ſee as you ſee. You 


ought not to attempt it. Reaſon and Perſuaſion are 
the only Weapons you ought to uſe, even towards your 


own Wife and Children. Nay, and it is impoſſible to 


 farvethem into Conviction, or to beat even Truth into 


their Head. You may de/iroy them in this Way, but 


cannot conver: them. Remember what our own Poet 


has ſaid, 


&« By Force Beaſts act and are by Force reſtrain'd ; 

The human Mind by gentle Means is gain'd. 
Thou canſt not take, what I retuſe to yield: 
Nor reap the Harveſt, tho? thou ſpoil'ſt the Field.” 


3 Every reaſonable Man is convinced of this. And 


perhaps you do not concern yourſelf ſo much about 


the Doctrine, but the Miſchief that is done, How 
many poor Families are ſtarved, ruined, brought to 


Beggary!“ By what? Not by contributing a Penny a 


Week (the uſual Contribution in our Societies) and 
letting that alone, when they pleaſe, when there is any 
Shadow of Reaſon to ſuppoſe, they cannot afford ir, 


_ You will not ſay, any are brought to Beggary by 
this. Not by Gifts to me: For I receive none; ſave 


(ſometimes) the Food I eat. And publick Collections 
are nothing to me. That it may evidently appear 
they are not, when any ſuch Collection is made, to 


cloath the Poor, or for wa other determinate Purpoſe, 


the Money is both received and expended before many 


Witneſſes, 
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Witneſſes, without ever going thro' my Hands at all. 
Aud then likewiſe all poſſible Regard is had, to the Cir- 


cumſtances of thoſe who contribute any Thing. And 


they are told over and over, F there be a æuilling Mind, 
it is accepted according to that a Man hath 
But where are all theſe Families that have been 
brought to Beggary ? How is it, that none of them is 
forth- coming? Are they all ozt of Town ? Then indeed 


I am in no Danger of clearing myſelt from their In- 


dictment. It is the eaſieſt Thing of a Thouſand, for 
one at Newcaflle to ſay, that I have beggared him and 
all his Kindred. If one of the ſong-bearded Men on 
Tyre-Bridge, were to ſay ſo juſt now, I could not readily 
confute him. But why will you not bring a few of 
theſe to tell me ſo to my Face? I have not found one 
that would do this yet. They pray, you would have 
them excuſed. _ e 5 
I remember a Man coming to me with a doleful 
Countenance, putting himſelf into many lamentable 
Poſtures, gaping as wide as he could, and pointing to his 


Mouth, as who would ſay, „he could not ſpeak.” 
I enquired of his Companion, what was the Matter ? 


5 And was informed, ** he had fallen into the Hands of 


the Juris, who had uſed him in a barbarous Manner, 


and cut out his Tongue by the Roots.“ I believed him. 
But when the Man had had a chearful Cup, he could 


find his Tongue as well as another. I reflected, How 
is it that I could ſo readily believe that Tale? The An- 


 ſwer was eaſy, * Becauſe it was told of a Turk.” M 
Friend, take Knowledge of your own Caſe, If you had 
not firſt took me for a Turk, or ſomething equally bad, 


you could not ſo readily have believed that Tale! 
7. But can it be, that there is no Ground at all 


for a Report, which is in every one's Mouth?“ I will 

| imply tell you all the Ground which I can conceive. 

I believe many of thoſe who attend on my Miniſtry, 
have leſs of this World's Goods than they had before, 

or at leaſt, might have had, if they did not attend it. 

This Fact I allow; and it may be eaſily accounted for, 

in one or other of the following Ways. 


Firſt, 


TW -) 


- Firſt, I frequently preach on ſuch Texts as theſe : | 


Having Food and Rayment, let us be content thereavith, 


Dey who fre to be rich, fall into Temptation and a 


Seve, and many fooliſh and hurtful Lufts, which drown. 
Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. Lay not up for your- 


felwes Treaſures upon Earth, where the Ruft and Moth doth 


corrupt, and where Thieves break thro* and ftral. But lay 


up for. yourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where neither Ruft 
or Moth doth corrupt, and where Thieves do not break 


thro' and fleal. ” | 5 
Now ſhould any of thoſe who are labouring by all 


poſſible Means, zo lay up Treaſires upon Earth, feel theſe 


Words, they would not zz/arge their Defires as Hell; 


but be content with firch Things as they had. They then 


probably might not heap up ſo much for their Heirs, 


as otherwiſe they would have done. Theſe would 1 
therefore have 4% than if they had not heard ne Be- 
| cauſe they would graſp at M M 


Secondly wherever the Goſpel takes Effect, the Foes 


M A Man «vill be thoſe of his own Houſhold, By this 
Means then, ſome who hear and receive it with Joy, 


will be poorer than they were before. Their Domeſtic 
Foes will, in many Caſes, hinder, embroil, and diſturb 


the Courſe of their Atfairs. And their Relations, who 
_ aſſiſted them before, or promiſed at leaſt ſo to do, will 
probably withdraw or deny that Aſſiſtance, wrleſs tb 
vill be adviſed by them. Perhaps their neareſt Relations: 


It being no new Thing, for Parents to diſown their 


Children, if after the Way which they call Hereſy, tbeſe 
evor;ſhip the God of their Fathers, Hence therefore ſome 
Hawe leſi, of this World's Goods than they had in times 


pait, either becauſe they carr le, or becauſe they re- 

cezwelcſ; from them on whom they depend, 

_ Thirdly, It is written, that hoſe avho received not 
' the Mark of the Beaſt, either on their Fore-heads, or in 
' their Right Hand:, either openly or ſecretly, were not 
permitted zo buy or ſell any more. Now whatever the 
Myſtery contained herein may be, I apprehend the plain 
Mark of the Beaſt is Wickedneſs; Inward and Out- 


ward Unbolineſs, whatever 1s ſecretly or openly con- 


trary to Juſtice, Mercy or Truth. And certain it i 
5 = the 
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„ 
the Time is well nigh come, when thoſe who have not 
this Mark, can neither buy nor ſell, can ſcarce follow 
any Profeſſion ſo as to gain a Subliſtance thereby. 
Therefore many of thoſe who attend on my Miniſtry, 
are by this Means poorer than before. They will not 


receive the Mark of the Beaſt, either on their Forehead 
or in their Hand: Or if they had received it before, 
they rid themſelves of it as ſoon as poſſible, Some can» 


not follow their former Way of Lite at a; (as Pawn- 


brokers, Smugglers, Buyers or Sellers of Uncuſtom'd 


Goods.) Others cannot follow it as they did before, For 


they cannot oppreſs, cheat or defraud their Neighbour : 


They cannot lie, or ſay what they do not mean: they 


nnn now ſpeak the Truth from their Heart. On all 


theſe Accounts, they have lei of this World's Goods; 
becauſe they gain /c/5 than they did before. 
Fourthly, All that vill live godly in CHRIST JESUS 


all ſuffer Perſecution : If in no other Way, yet at leaſt 


in this, that Men ⁊uill by Revilings perſecute them; and ſay 
all Manner of Exil againſt them falſiy, for his Sake. One 
unavoidable Effect of this will be, that Men whoſe Sub- 
fiſtence depends on their daily Labour, will be often in 


Want, for few will care to employ thoſe of ſo bad a Cha- 


rafters And even thoſe who did employ them before, 
perhaps for many Years, will employ them no more; ſo 
that hereby ſome may indeed be brought to Beggary. 


8, What does this touch you ? Are you one of thoſe, 
_ © who will have nothing to do with thoſe ſcandalous 


Wretches?” Perhaps you will ſay, And who can 


blame me for it? May I not employ whom I pleaſe ?? 
We will weigh this. You employ'd A. B. for ſeveral 
Years. By your own Account, he was an honeſt, dili- 


gent Man. You had no Objection to him but his fol- 


lowing this May. For this Reaſon you turn him off. 
In a ſhore Time, having ſpent his little All, and having 


no Supply, he wants Bread, So does his Family too 
as well as himſelf. Before he can get into other Buſi- 
neſs to procure it, thro' Want of convenient Food to 
eat, and Rayment to put on, he fickens and dies. This 


is not an imaginary Scene, I have known the Caſe; 


though too late to remedy it. 
* « And 


„ 
<< And what then?“ Why then von are a Murderer. 

5 0 Earth, cover not thou his Blood! No, it doth not. 
The Cry thereof hath entered into the Ears of the LORD 
GOD of Sabbaoth. And Gop requireth it at your Hands: 
And will require it in an Hour when you think not. 
For you have as effectually murdered that Man, as if 
you had ſtab'd him to the Heart. 

It is not I then who ruin and ſtarve that Family ; ; It 
is You; You who call yourſelf a Proteflant ! You who 
cry out againſt the perſecuting Spirit of the Papifts / Ye 

Fools and Blind! What are ye better than they ? Why, 

2 Bonner would have ſtarved the Heretics in Pri- 

+ Whereas you fare them in their own Houſes, 
"Rad all this Time you talk of Liberty of Conſcience ! 

Ves, Liberty for ſuch a Conſcience as your own: A 
Conſcience af? feeling ; (for ſure it had ſome once;) a 
Conſcience frar*d with a hot Iron. Liberty to ſerve the 

Devil, according to your poor, harden'd N 
you allow; But not Liberty to ſerve Goos. 

Nay, and what Marvel? Whoſoever thou art chat 


readeſi this, and feeleſt in thy Heart a Real Deſire to 0 


ſerve Gop, I warn thee, expect no Liberty for thy 
* Conſcience, from him that hath no Conſcience at all. 
All Ungodly, Unthank ful, Unholy Men; all Villains 
of whatever Denomination, will have Liberty indeed all 
the World over, as long as their Maſter is God of this 
World. But expect not Liberty to worſhip Gop in Spi- 
rit and in Truth, to practiſe pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion (unleſs the Lord ſhould work a new Thing in the 


Earth) from any but thoſe who themſctres love and 
Lerre 9. I 


9. * However, * tis plain, you make Men idle. And 
this tends to beggar their Families.” This Objection 


having been continually urged for ſome Years, I will 
trace it from the Foundation. 


Two or Three Years after my Return from . 


one Captain Robert Williams of Briflol, made Affidavit 


before the (then) Mayor of the City, That . it was a 
common Report in Georgia, Mr. "EP took — 


rab, the Generality of the People roſe at Seven or 


( 99 ) 


off from their Work and made them idle, by Preaching” 


i me.” ß 
The Fact ſtood thus: At my firſt coming to Savan- 


Eight in the Morning. And that Part of them who 


uere accuſtomed to Work, uſually worked till Six in the 


Evening. A few of them ſometimes worked till Seven; 
which is the Time of Sun-ſet there at Midſummer. 


I immediately began reading Prayers and expound- | 
ing the Second Leſſon, both in the Morning and 


Evening. The Morning Service began at Five, and 
ended at, or before Six: The Evening Service began at 
IR og VVV 

Now ſuppoſing all the Grown Perſons in the Town, 


had been preſent every Morning and Evening, would 
this have made them idle? Would they hereby have had 


aß, or 3 more Time for Working ? 
10. The ſame 


at every Place, Winter and Summer, before Six in the 


Morning: And not ordinarily beginning to preach, till 


near Seven in the Evening, N 
No do you, who make this Objection, work longer, 
throughout the Vear, than from Six to Six? Do you 
deſire that the Generality of People ſhould ? Or, can 
you count them Idle, that work fo long gs 
Some few indeed are accuſtomed to work longer. 


| Theſe I adviſe not to come on Week-Days. And it is 


apparent that they take this Advice, unleſs on ſome 
rare and extraordinary Occaſion. es 
But I hope, none of 50 who turn them out of their 
Employment, have the Confidence to talk of my mak- 
king them idle! Do you (as the homely Phraſe is) cry 
Wh firſt? I admire your Cunning ; but not your 


Modeſty. | SS, 
So far am I from either cauſing or encouraging Idleneſs, 
that an idle Perſon, known to be ſuch, is not ſuf- 
fered to remain in any of our Societies; we drive him 
out as we would a Thief or a Murderer. To 
| ſhew all poſſible ms 6 (as well as Frugality) is 


one 


ule I follow now, both at London, 
| Briftol and Newcafile-upon-Tyne : Concluding the Service — 
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being excee 
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Enquiry. 


11. * But you drive them out of their Senſes. You 
make them mad.” Nay, then they are Idle with a Ven- 
geance. This Objection therefore being of the utmoſt 

Importance, deſerves our deepeſt Conſideration, 
And firſt, I grant it is my earneſt Deſire to drive all 
the World, into what you probably call Madneſs: (I 
mean Inward Religion) To make them juſt as Mad, as 


Paul was when he was ſoaccounted by Feftus. 


The counting all things on Earth but Dung and 


: Droſs, ſo we may win Chriſt; the trampling under foot 


all the Pleaſures of the World, the ſeeking no Trea= 
_ ſure but in Heaven; the having no Defire of the Praiſe 
of Men, a good Character, a fair Reputation; the 
2 glad when Men revile us, and =_ | 
> 


cute us, and ſay all Manner of Evil againſt us falſel 


the giving God Thanks when our Father and Mother 


forfake us, when we have neither Food to eat, nor Rai- 


ment to put on, nor a Friend but what ſhoots out bitter 


Words, nor a Place where to lay our Head : This is ut- 
ter Diftra#ion in your Account; but in God's it is ſober, 
rational Religion: The genuine Fruit, not of a diſtem- 
pered Brain, not of a fickly Imagination, but of the 
Poxwer of God in the Heart, F victorious Love, and a 
ſound Mind. He „ VV 


12. 1 grant, Secondly, It is my Endeavour to drive 


all J can, into what yoz may term another Species of 


Madneſs, which is uſually preparatory to this, and 


which 1 term Repentance or Conviftion. 
I cannot deſcribe this better than a Writer of our own 
Church has done. I will therefore tranſcribe his Words: 


« When Men feel in themſelves the heavy Burden of 
Sin, ſee Damnation to be the Reward of it, and be. 
hold with the Eve of their Mind the Horror of Hell; 
they tremble, they quake and are inwardly touched 
with Sorrowfulneſs of Heart, and cannot but accuſe 
| themſelves, and open their Grief unto Almighty God, 

and call unto Him for Mercy. This being done ſe- 
riouſly, their Mind is fo occupied, partly with Sorrow 


aud 


one of our ſtanding Rules: And one, concerning the 
_ Obſervance of which, we continually make the ſtricteſt 


MA” 


1 


and Heavineſs, partly with an earneſt Deſire to be de- 
livered from this Danger of Hell and Damnation, that 
all Defire of Meat and Drink is laid apart, and Loath- 
ſomeneſs (or Loathing) of all worldly Things and 
Pleaſure cometh in Place. So that nothing then liketh 
them, more than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and 
both with Words and Behaviour of Body to ſhew them- 
ſelves weary of Life. COB 


Now what if your Wife, or Daughter, or Acquain- 


| tance, after hearing one of theſe Field-Preachers, ſhouid 
come and tell you, that they /azwv Damnation before 
them, and beheld with the Eye of their Mind the Horr or of 
Hell? What if they ſhould zremble and quake, and be ſo 


taken up partly xvith Sorrow and Heavineſs, partly wvith 


an earneſt Deſire to be delivered from this Danger of Hell 
and Damnation, as to <weep, to lament, to mourn; and both 
ruth Words and Behaviour to /hew themſelves aueary of 
| Life: Would you ſeruple to ſay, that they were fark 
| Mad! That theſe Fellows had driven them ont of their 


Senjes ? And that whatever Writer it was, that talked at 


_ #hzs rate, he was fitter for Beilla n than any other Place? 


You have overſhot yourſelt nos to ſome Purpoſe. 


Theſe are the very Words of our own Church. You 
may read them, if you are ſo inclined, in the firſt Part 


of the Homily on Faſting. And conſequentiy, what 


you have peremptorily determined to be mere Lunacy 
and Diſiraction, is that Repentance unto Lie, which, in 


the Judgment both of the Church and of St. Paul, is 


never to be repented of. 


; | — ; 
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13. I grant, Thirdly, That Extraordinary Circum- 


| ſtances have attended this Conviction in ſome Inſtances. | 
A particular Account of theſe I have trequenily given. 


While the Word of God was preached, ſome Perſons 
have dropped down as dead; ſome have been, as it were 


in ſtrong Convulſions; ſome roared aloud, tho not with 
an articulate Voice; and others ſpoke the Anguiſh of 


their Souls. 


This, I ſappoſe, you believe to be perfect Madneſs. 2 
But it is eaſily accounted for, either on Principles. o 


Reaſon or Scripture, TY 
| E 2 | Pirſt 
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Firſt, on Principles of Reaſon, For how * is it 
to ſuppoſe, that a ſtrong, lively and ſudden Apprehen- 
fion ot the Heinouſneſs of Sin, the Wrath of God, and 
the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, ſhould affect the | 
Body as well as the Soul, during the Preſent Laws of 
Vual Union; ſhould interrupt or diſturb the ordinary 
_ Circulations, and put Nature out of its Courſe? Yea, 
we may queſtion, whether while this Union ſubſiſts, 
it be poſſible for the Mind to be affected, in fo vio- 
lent a Degree, without ſome or other of thoſe Bodily 
Symptoms tullowing ? | 
It is likewiſe eaſy to account for theſe "Things, on 
Principles of Scripture. For when we take a View of 
them in this Light, we are to add to the Conſideration 
ot Natural Cauſes, the Agency of thoſe Spirits who 
Kill excel in Strength, and as far as they have Leave 
trom God, will not fail to torment whom they cannot 


detitroy; to tear thoſe that are coming 10 Chrift, It is 


alſo remarkable, that there is plain Scripture-Precedent 
ot every Symptom which has lately appeared. So 
that we cannot allow even the Conwiction attended with 
rheſe to be Maducſ, without giving up both Reaſon and 

Scripture. 

„ 14. 1 grast, Fourthly, That Touches of Extrava- 
gance, bordering on Madneſs may ſometimes attend 
deere Conviction. And this alſo is eaſy to be account- 
ed for, by the preſent Laws of the Animal Economy. 
For we know, Fear or Griet, from a Temporal Cauſe, 
may occaſion a F ever, and thereby a Delirium. 

It is not ſtrange then that ſome, while under ſtrong 
Imprefſions of Griet or Fear, from a Senſe of the 
Wrath of God, ſhouid for a Seafon forge? almoſt all 
Things elſe, ind ſcarce be able to anſwer a common 
Queſtion : That ſome ſhould fang they ſee the Flames 
of Hell, or the Devil and his Angels around them: 
Or that others, for a Space, ſhould be afrazd, like 
Cain, <whoſvewer meeteth me <vill /lay me. All theſe 
and whatever leſs common Effects may ſometimes ac- 
cempany this Conviction, are caſily known from the 
Natural Diſtemper of Madneſs, were it only by this 


one 


"© 20g J . 
one Circumſtance, that whenever the Perſon convinced 
_ taſtes the pardoning Love of God, they all vaniſh away 
Z do 

_ Laſtly, I have ſeen one Inſtanee (I pray God I may 
ſee no more ſuch!) of Real, Laſting Madneſs. 
Two or Three Years ſince, I took one with me to 
Brifiol, who was under deep Convictions : but of as 


ſound an Underſtanding in all Reſpects, as ever he 


had been in his Life, I went a ſhort Journey, and 

| When I came to Briſol again, found him really di- 
ſtracted. I enquired particularly, at what Time and 

Place, and in what Manner this Diſorder began? And 

I believe there are, at leaſt, Threeſcore Witneſſes alive, 
and ready to teſtify what follows. When I went from 
Briſtol, he contracted an Acquaintance with ſome Per- 
ſons, who were not of the fame Judgment with me. 
He was ſoon prejudiced againſt me: Quickly after, 
When our Society were met together in Azngfavood-. 
Houſe, he began a vehement Invective both againſt my 
Perſon and Doctrines. In the Midſt of this, he was 


| Kruck raving Mad. And fo he continued till his Friends 


put him into Bedlam : And probably, laid s Madneſs 
100 to my Charge. %% ting + 
NY $: I fear, there may alſo be ſome Inſtances of Real 
Madneſs, proceeding from a different Cauſe. 
Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a Perſon, hearing me, is 
ſtrongly convinced, that a Liar cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He comes home, and relates 
this to his Parents or Friends, and appears to be ve 
uneaſy. Theſe Good Chriſtians are diſturbed at this, 
and afraid he is running Mad too. They are reſolv'd, 
he ſhall never hear any of thoſe Fellows more; and keep 
to it in ſpite of all his Intreaties. They will not ſuffer 
him when at home, to be alone, for fear he ſhould read 
or pray. And perhaps in a while they will conftrain 
him, at leaſt by repeated Importunities, to do again the 
very Thing, for which he was convinced the Wrath of 
God cometh upon the Children of Diſobedience. 
What is the Event of this? Sometimes the Spirit 
of God is quenched and departs from him, Now 
e | | 5 you 


„ 
vou have carried the Point. The Man is eaſy as 
ever, and ſins on without any Remorſe. But in other 
nſtances, where thoſe Convictions fink deep, and the 1 
Arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in the Soul, you will 
drive that perſon into real, ſettled Madneſs, before you þ 
can quench the Spirit of God. I am afraid, there have | 
been ſeveral Inſtances of this. You have forced the | 
Man's Conſcience, till he is ſtark mad, but then, pray 
do not impute that Madneſs to me. Had e left him 
to my Direction, or rather to the Direction of the 
Spirit of God, he would have been filled with Love 
and a ſound Mind. But you have taken the Matter out 
of God's Hand. And now you have brought it to a fair 
Conclufion! h 35 LE 
16. How frequent this Caſe may be, I know not. 
But doubtleſs moſt of thoſe who make this Objeftion, 
of our driving Men mad, have never met with ſuch an 
| Inſtance in their Lives. The common Cry is occafion- 
ed, either by thoſe who are convinced of Sin, or thoſe 
who are inwardly converted to God: Mere Madneſs 
both (as was obſerved before) to thoſe who are without 
God in the World. Yet I do not deny, but you may 
have ſeen one in Bedlam, who /aid he had followed me. 
But. obſerve, a Madman's ſaying this, is no Proof cf 
the Fact: Nay, and if he really had, it ſhould be far- 
ther conlidered, that his being in Bedlam, is no ſure 
Proof of his being mad. Witneſs the well-known Caſe 
of Mr. Periam ; and I doubt more ſuch are to be found. 
Yea, it is well if ſome have not been ſent thither, for 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe they followed mc : Their 
kind Relations either concluding, that they muſt be 
diſtracted before they could do this: Or, perhaps 
hoping that Bedlam would make them mad, it 1t did not 


"Jas them fo... © | tic 
17. And it muſt be owned, a Confinement of ſuch a rel 
Sort, is as fit to cav/e as to cure Diſtraction, For what ſhe 
Scene of Diſtreſs is to be compared to it? To be ſepa- th: 
rated at once from all who are near and dear to you-3 © 
to be cut off from all reaſonable Converſation, to be 1247 
fecluded from all Buſineſs, from all Reading, from every the 


innocent Entertainment of the Mind, Which is left to 
Prey 


W An Ng 


Medicine here for his Sickneſs, no ſuch 
| his Caſe requires) be ſoon placed among the Incurables ! 
Can Imagination itſelf paint ſuch a Hell upon Earth? 


| the Effects of thus Preaching the Goſpel, have not been 


TW 


prey wholly upon itſelf, and Day and Night to pore 
8 1 your l nes : To be ſhut up Day CG rates 
gloomy Cell, with only the Walls to employ your hea- 

vy Eyes, in the midit either of melancholy Silence, or 

| horrid Cries, Groans and Laughter intermixt ; To be 

forced by the main Strength of thoſe ED 


Who laugh at Human Nature and Compaſſion,” 


to take Drenches of nauſeous, perhaps torturing Medi- 
cines, which you know you have no Need of now, but 
know not how ſoon you may, poſfibly by the Operation 
of thoſe very Drugs on a weak and tender Conſtitution : 
Here is Diſtreſs! It is an aſtoniſhing Thing, a Signal 


Proof of the Power of God, if any Creature who has 


his Senſes when that Confinement begins, does not loſe 
them, before it is at an End! | 8 


How muſt it heighten the Diſtreſs, if ſuch a poor 
Wretch, being deeply convinced of Sin, and growing 
worſe and worſe (as he probably will, _—_ there is no 

80 hyſician as 


Where even Hope never comes, that comes to all!“ 


For what Remedy? If a Man of Senſe and Huma- 


nity, ſhould happen to viſit that Houſe of Woe, would 


he give the hearing to a Mad-man's Tale? Or if he did, 


would he credit it? * Do we not know, might he ſay, 
how well any of theſe will talk in their lucid Intervals 2”. 
So that a thouſand to one he would concern himſelf no 


more about it, but leave the Weary to wait for Reſt in 


te Games Foul = ” 
18. I have now anſwered moſt of t he current Objec- 
tions, particularly ſuch as have appeared of Weight to 
religious or reaſonable Men. I have endeavoured to 
ſhew, Firſt, That the Doctrines I teach are no other 
than the great Truths of the Goſpel. 2. That tho“ 


1 teach them, not as I would, but as I can, yet it is in 


a Manner not contrary to Law: And Thirdly, That 
ſuck 


( 166 ) 
ſuch as was weakly or wickedly reported: Thoſe Re- 
ports being mere Artifices of the Devil, to hinder the 
Work of God. Whoſoever therefore ye are, who 
look for God to revive his Work in the Midi of the 
Tears, cry aloud, that he may fni/b it nevertheleſs, 
may cut it ſhort in Righteouſneſs, Cry to Meſſiah the 
Prince, that he may ſoon end the Tran/greſſion, that he 
may it up his Standard upon. Earth, ſending by whom 
he will ſend, and working his own Work, when he 
pleaſeth, and as he pleaſeth, till all the Kindreds of the 


People worſhip before Him, and the Earth be full of the 


| Knowledge of the Glory of the LORD. 


AN 


6 
— the, a6. of 


ACT or DEVOTION. 


EHOLD the Servant of the Lozp! 
I wait thy guiding Hand to feel, 
To hear, and keep Thine every Word, 
To prove and do thy perfect Will. 
Joyful from all my Works to ceaſe, 
_ Glad ro fulfil All Righteouſneſs, 


* Me is thy Grace vouchſaſe to uſe, 
|  Meaneſt of all thy Creatures, me! 


The Deed, the Time, the Manner chuſe ; oy 


Let all my Fruit be found of Thee, 
Let all my Works in Thee be wrought, 
By Thee to full Perfection brought, 


3 My every Weak, tho? Good, Deſign 
OPi''errule, or chan 90 as ſeems Thee meet, 
| Jzsvs, let all the Work be Thine ; 

Thy Work, O Lord is All compleat, 
And pleaſing in thy Father's Sight; 
Thou only haſt done all * right. 


4 Here then to Thee Thine own 1 leave, 
Mold as Thou wilt the paſſive _ 
But let me all thy Stamp receive, 
But let me all thy Words obey, 
Serve with a fingle Heart and Eye, 
And to "uy Glory live and die, 


To 


To. THE. 


Rev. Mr. 7 homas Church. | 


Rey. Sin, 


87 IN CE this was in the P, I have he hour 
8 Remarks upon my w left Journal. 'T will en ; 


deavour, as you defre, attentively to conſider the 5 


3 Points thercin objected to me. 
In the mean Time, I am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Dur Servant, for Car 187's Sake, 


i . 8 J obn Welley. 


